
Did you know that, after the fear of having an accident, the second situation drivers 
fear the most is getting a fl at tire? Would you know what to do in such a situation? 

For many people, a fl at tire is easily fi xed by phoning the auto club or a local service 
station to have the tire changed by a technician. But what would these people do if 
they were caught in an isolated area with no phone signal? 

So, do you know where your spare tire is? What about the car jack? Do you know how 
to operate it? The fi rst thing you should do is consult your car owner’s manual, where 
you will fi nd the location of the jack and directions on how to use it. Have someone 
assist you in taking a practice run at changing a tire.

If your car is not equipped with run-fl at tires (very few vehicles are), make sure that 
you have a can of aerosol tire sealant/infl ator in your trunk, which should at least allow 
you to reach a service station. 

Finally, check your spare tire frequently; the last thing you need when you have a fl at 
tire is to fi nd out that your spare tire is defl ated! In any case, it’s a good idea to keep a 
small portable air compressor in the trunk, in case such a situation should occur. 

Summer is great for traveling. And most people like to travel by car or truck. Modern 
vehicles are now safer than ever before, but still, there are rules to abide by for safe 
traveling.

First and foremost, check your tire pressure. Newer cars have warning devices that 
will let the driver know when the pressure is low in one of the tires. Unfortunately, 
older cars do not. So, before leaving on a trip (and on a regular basis), always inspect 
your tire pressure, including the spare tire. 

Be sure all the windows are clean enough so as not to produce glare, in direct 
sunlight as well as at night. Be sure your windshield wipers are clean and that you are 
using proper summer tires. Any vibration you may have recently noticed should be 
addressed before hitting the road. 

If you are pulling a trailer, be sure its tires are in good shape. If the trailer was parked 
over the winter, have the wheel bearings checked for rust or have them re-packed. 
Check every light on the entire trailer (do the same thing with your car or truck) twice. 
A rusty and worn trailer ball can spell a lot of trouble.

Finally, before leaving on your trip, make sure you have the proper tools and 
emergency kits. You never know when they will come in handy.

THINK ABOUT SPACE

Make sure there are enough seats for the whole 
family and that everyone has a comfortable amount 
of legroom. You also want to make sure you can easily 
access the back seat if your children are young. 
Consider whether you need extra room to accommodate 
car seats, a stroller, sports equipment or a pet carrier. 
Look for a vehicle with fold-away seats or a spacious 
trunk to ensure you have enough storage space.

PRIORITIZE SAFETY

In addition to air bags, modern cars offer a variety of 
safety features to protect your family. Since children are 
often a source of distraction, look for driver-assistance 
systems that are designed to help prevent collisions. 

OPT FOR SIMPLICITY

Choose a vehicle with features that will make your 
life easier. When you’re laden with groceries or have 
a kid in your arms, you’ll likely appreciate a trunk that 
can be opened with your foot or the push of a button. 
Automatic sliding doors offer a similar convenience, 
and a smart key or keyless entry system will allow you to 
keep your hands free.

LOOK FOR COMFORT

Keep in mind that a spacious vehicle doesn’t guarantee 
optimal comfort. Is the rear ventilation system 
independent from the one up front? Are the back seats 
heated? Does everyone have access to a cup holder? 
Refl ect on which features will be most useful to your 
family and don’t settle for a car without them.

CONSIDER ENTERTAINMENT

A DVD player and onboard Wi-Fi can be invaluable, 
especially on a long trip. It might even help prevent 
siblings from bickering. As a driver, consider whether 
you could use voice-controlled Bluetooth or a few USB 
ports. Additionally, make sure the car is compatible with 
Apple CarPlay or Android Auto.

When shopping for a new family car, it’s important that 
you establish your needs, compare models that meet 
your requirements and factor personal preferences into 
your decision.

CAN YOU CHANGE A 
FLAT TIRE?

ALWAYS PUT
SAFETY FIRST

HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
CAR FOR YOUR FAMILY

Enjoy this automotive special feature brought to you by the News-Register Advertising Department and local businesses.

If you’re in the market for a new vehicle, make sure to carefully consider your 
family’s needs and lifestyle. Here’s a guide to help you fi nd the right model.
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Try one of these local repair or parts shops 
when your vehicle needs a little TLC.

AUTOMOTIVE & MARINE
Chuck Colvin 
Ford Nissan
1925 N. Hwy 99W, 
McMinnville
colvinauto.com
503-472-6124

_________________________________

Garvin Auto Spa
1015 NE Hwy 99W, McMinnville
garvinauto.com
503-472-GARV (4278)
_________________________________

Les Schwab Tire Center
170 NE Hwy 99W, McMinnville
lesschwab.com  •  503-472-4668 
_________________________________

Scott’s Automotive
2600 NE McDonald Lane 
McMinnville  •  503-472-9622
scottsautomotivemac.com
_________________________________

Davison Auto Parts
503-472-6114
_________________________________

J&W Carstar
jwcarstar.com
_________________________________

Lum’s Buick GMC Cadillac
lumsbuickgmc.com
_________________________________

Sounds Unlimited
soundsunlimitedmac.com
_________________________________

Steve’s Auto Service
napaautocare.com/store.
aspx?id=703859
_________________________________

Waterdog RV
waterdogrv.com

Keep your community 
fi ring on all cylinders.

Sharing a Commitment
to the Local Community

Look to page B4 for a directory of great local businesses.

newsregister.com/directory

Carstar.com

Get it to Gerber!
(503) 472-5413 • gerbercollision.com
110 NE HWY 99W, McMinnville

WOW! DID NOT SEE THAT COMING.

FREE REPAIR ESTIMATES

Locally owned & operated since 1966

Never Goes Out of StyleGreat Service

McMINNVILLE
945 N. BAKER ST.

503.472.5133

SHERIDAN
1233 W. MAIN ST.
503.843.4486

MAC AUTO SUPPLY 
www.CarQuestofSheridan.com

Never Goes Out of StyleGreat Service

TWO LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE YOU!

NEWBERG
112 N MERIDIAN ST

503.554.1778

MCMINNVILLE
710 NE 3RD ST
503.472.3483

STEVE’S AUTO SERVICE

503.554.1778503.554.1778503.554.1778

MCMINNVILLEMCMINNVILLE
710 NE 3RD ST710 NE 3RD ST

Domestic & Import Repair 
Transmission & Clutch • Tires & Brakes 

Muffl er & Exhaust • Electrical • Oil Change

Serving Yamhill County since 2001
See us on FaceBook  www.napaautocare.com

CARLTON

155  N. Yamhill St.

FLORENCE

4480 Hwy 101

LINCOLN CITY

1221 SW Hwy 101

STAYTON

145 N. 3rd St. 

SHERIDAN

317 S. Bridge St. 

MONMOUTH

373 N. Pacifi c Hwy

REEDSPORT

1480 Hwy 101

TILLAMOOK

2005 11th St.

WOODBURN

1655 James St.

MEHAMA

21385 Santiam HwyMcMINNVILLE 1717 NE Baker St.

NEED
HARD-TO-FIND 
PARTS? 
WE’VE 
GOT YOU 
COVERED.
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