
VISITOR GUIDE
Yamhill Valley

2024 · 2025

Amity, Carlton, Dayton, Dundee, Grand Ronde, Lafayette,
McMinnville, Newberg, Sheridan, Willamina, Yamhill



SIP unique wines
in our cozy new 

tasting room

CELEBRATE any occasion
in our renovated arena

STAY in our Silo Suites
Bed & Breakfast

www.abbeyroadfarm.com
503-697-3100

Experience a unique destination that celebrates
the bounty of Yamhill County and a passion for 

food, wine, hospitality and agriculture

Since 1968, Washington Roofing Company has been the trusted 
commercial roofing contractors for GCs and property owners 
throughout Oregon.

We’re proud to be the state’s most experienced Duro-Last Master-
Elite contractors, delivering efficient and precise roofing services to 
meet your project timeline and budget.

We offer a comprehensive safety policy, outstanding communication, 
and personalized service. Our crew is easy to work with and provides 
exceptional, long-lasting results.

LIFETIME RELATIONSHIPS, LIFETIME ROOFS

WashingtonRoofingCompany.com
503-472-7663

LICENSED IN OR + WA  |  OR CCB# 55201  | WA REG. WASHIRC954DB

WASHINGTON ROOFING COMPANY  1700 OR-18, MCMINNVILLE

TAYLOR
M E T A L  P R O D U C T S

OREGON’S 
TRUSTED 
COMMERCIAL 

ROOFERS  
SINCE 1968



4 | YAMHILL VALLEY VISITOR GUIDE | 2023/2024 2023/2024 | YAMHILL VALLEY VISITOR GUIDE | 5 

SHOP
 44  Talking Shop
 45  What’s Your Pleasure?
 46  Shop Directory

CITIES
 48  McMinnville
 54  Newberg
 55  Dundee
 56  Lafayette
 57  Amity
 58  Carlton
 59  Yamhill
 60  Sheridan
 61 Willamina
 62  Dayton
 64  Grand Ronde

LIVE
 65 Community Matters
 70  Relocate Directory

  72  Advertiser Index 

 

Publisher

Jeb Bladine

Associate Publisher

Ossie Bladine

Contributors

Annelise Kelly 
Paul Daquilante
Michele Francisco
Kirby Neumann-Rea
Jenna Preston
Starla Pointer
Rachel Thompson
Rusty Rae

Advertising Manager

Christy Nielsen

Marketing Consultants

Bonnie George
Kathie Stamper

Publication Design

Christy Nielsen

Graphic Artists

Melissa Scharnagl
Casey Wheeler

Cover Photo

Ilana Freddye

Printer

Oregon Lithoprint

© 2024 The News-Register  
Publishing Company 
PO Box 727 
1315 N.E. Miller St.
McMinnville, OR 97128
503-472-5114

All featured photos are 
property of the News-Register 
Publishing Co. unless 
otherwise noted.

Did we miss you?
Contact us now, and you’ll be 
at the top of our list next year: 
503-687-1258 or advertising@
newsregister.com

WINE
 06  Wine Country Welcome
 08  A Piece of Cake
 10  Drink Beyond The Vine 
 12  Wine and Music
 13  Storied Past, Bright Future
 14  The Fun Never Stops
 15  Wine Directory

DINE
 16  Garden of Eatin’
 18  Fresh additions
 20  Breaking Through
 25  Dine Directory

STAY
 26 Home Away From Home
 31  Stay Directory

EXPLORE
 32 Cultured Country
 40  Get It Into Gear
 41  Past & Present
 42  Walks We Like
 43  Tour Directory

12

Three Generations 
serving Yamhill 

County since 1994County since 1994

150 N Yamhill St
Carlton, OR

503-852-7439503-852-7439

190 S Maple St
Yamhill, OR

503-662-0079

18

32

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
A

N
D

RE
A

 J
O

H
N

SO
N

2024 · 2025

Cover Photo: A spread at Hayward 
restaurant. Photo by  Ilana Freddye

VISITOR GUIDE
Yamhill Valley



6 | YAMHILL VALLEY VISITOR GUIDE | 2023/2024 2023/2024 | YAMHILL VALLEY VISITOR GUIDE | 7 

By YVVG Staff 

Oregon Wine country is 
waiting for you. Tast-
ing rooms throughout 

Oregon are able to welcome 
guests for indoor and outdoor 
tasting experiences.

Wineries are spread across 
the countryside and clustered 
in towns, particularly McMin-
nville, Carlton, Amity, Dundee 
and Newberg. When the sun 
comes out, these wine hubs 
buzz with activity. Visitors 
wander from tasting rooms to 
boutique shops to tree-lined 
parks and other charming 
spots, all the while enjoying 

the small-town hospitality and 
easygoing pace. 

The area continues its rich 
culture of agriculture, replacing 
turkeys and walnut orchards 
with grapevines, not to men-
tion hay, grass seed, hazelnuts, 
Christmas trees and major 
nurseries. If ever a traffic jam 
occurs, the likely culprit is a 
tractor, so city dwellers beware 
and be patient. 

Despite the wine industry’s 
five decades of development, 
the region has remained re-
freshingly unpretentious. The 
situation is changing, however, 
as some of America’s largest 
wine companies continue 
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investing in area wineries and 
vineyards. There’s now a broad 
range of wineries and tast-
ing rooms — from expansive 
corporate ventures to humble 
mom-and-pop shops — all 
within miles of one another 
and offering a truly unique 
wine country experience.

Although there are now 23 
AVAs (American Viticultural 
Areas) in Oregon, the the bulk 
comes from the AVAs in the 
northern Willamette Valley. For 
example, of the 1058 wineries 
counted in the “2022 Oregon 
Vineyard and Winery Report” 
(OVWR), 730 reside in the 
northern Willamette Valley; 

of the state’s nearly 1,476 
vineyards, 890 are located in 
the same area. The majority of 
these wines and vines call the 
Yamhill Valley home. 

Pinot Noir is still king, 
counting for approximately 
half of the state’s production, 
according to the OVWR. Pinot 
Gris and Chardonnay follow 
in second and third place, 
respectively. Local winemakers 
explore and champion addi-
tional varietals — Syrah, Ries-
ling, Gamay Noir and others. 
They also like to experiment in 
the cellar; the area’s sparkling 
scene has grown exponentially 
over the last several years, 

adding to the region’s explod-
ing portfolio.

When you step into a 
tasting room, be sure to ask 
your hosts about the brand’s 
farming practices, winemaking 
methods and history, too. You’ll 
be amazed at their eagerness to 
share all the details. It doesn’t 
matter if you’re an oenophile, 
a foodie fanatic or simply a 

casual visitor. All “levels” are 
welcome to explore Oregon 
wine. 

Venturing into the vine-
yards, you’ll discover a com-
mon theme: Owners, winemak-
ers and growers take pride in 
the product they create, and 
their camaraderie defines the 
character of Oregon wine. 

FAR LEFT:  A couple strolls the grounds of Penner-Ash Wine Cellars outside Newberg. 

LEFT: Purple Hands’ Haakon/Lenai tasting room hosts guests in the Dundee Hills.

PHOTO BY ANDREA JOHNSON

ABOVE:  Adelsheim Vineyard in Newberg offers cabanas, solving the social-distancing 
issue while providing a charming vineyard experience.

Wine Country Welcome
Around every bend in the road, find fine wine, small-town charm

Wine
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A Piece of Cake
Sweet Weddings in Wine Country

By Hilary Berg

Surrounded by vines 
and stunning views, 
more and more couples 
are tying the knot in 

wine country. Why? Simply 
put: It is gorgeous out here. 
But there’s more to it than 
just looks and photo-ops. The 
Yamhill Valley features the 
amenities essential to mak-
ing the big day smooth and 
memorable, too. 

Selecting a location is one 
of the first and most impact-
ful decisions engaged couples 

must tackle; the setting 
influences vendors, budget, 
décor and even attire. For-
tunately, this region is filled 
with options, from wineries 
with sweeping views, such as 
Maysara, Youngberg Hill or 
Wine Country Farm, to other 
venues just as stunning but 
not a barrel — of wine — in 
sight.

The Water Oasis epito-
mizes such a treasure. At the 
edge of Newberg, the hidden 
gem offers access to five 
acres of beautiful landscap-
ing: rose gardens, green 

lawns, rustic meadows, wa-
ter features and more. The 
Barn at Hildebrandt Cherry 
Orchards near Dayton also 
represents a no-vine venue. 
Originally built in 1939, the 
newly renovated barn offers 
a rustic yet modern feel. 

Within city limits, more 
choices abound. The Allison 
Inn & Spa in Newberg fea-
tures the ultimate in comfort 
and luxury; while The Bind-
ery in McMinnville, located 
in what used to be the News-
Register’s former printing 
plant, delivers an industrial 

warehouse vibe. Need a place 
for your guests to stay? The 
Atticus is located across the 
street. 

Lodging is often a big part 
of the wedding equation; the 
Valley has it covered. The 
number of B&Bs, inns and 
VRBOs has flourished over 
the years. And yet places like 
the Wildwood Hotel in Wil-
lamina and Hotel Oregon in 
McMinnville are still popular 
picks. The latter remains 
one of the most eclectic 
overnight opportunities, 
with multiple bars inside the 

McMenamins property, along 
with roof-top dining. 

Whether or not the venue 
contains a catering kitchen, 
the Valley boasts several 
companies that can woo 
guests with versatile menus 
covering a number of dietary 
requests, such as vegetarian, 
gluten-free and more. With 
fresh ingredients sourced 
from surrounding farms and 
expert chefs, finding the per-
fect caterer is a breeze. 

Did I mention wine? We 
have that, too. Some of the 
best in the world — making 
possible this whole destina-
tion wedding reputation. 
Of course, there’s beer here 
as well. Really great beer 
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available by keg to impress 
those IPA-, pilsner-, farm-
house ale-loving guzzling 
guests. Craft micro-breweries 
in Newberg, McMinnville and 
Dundee present a thirst-
quenching opportunity to 
add even more local flair to 
the whole affair.

Striking flowers, talented 
photographers, first-rate 
cakes, reliable transportation 
and more, all can be booked 
for the big day in wine coun-
try. 
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LEFT: Brit and Jason’s wedding day at The Water Oasis.

ABOVE: Chelsey Nichol, owner of The Bindery, puts the finishing touches on a table 
setting for a wedding reception.

Wine
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Drink beyond the vine
Oregon’s new Wine Country Whiskey Trail

By Michele Francisco

   While traversing idyllic roll-
ing hills lined with neat rows 
of grapevines, whiskey is likely 
far from the first subject pop-
ping into your head. A small 
group of independent Wil-
lamette Valley craft distillers 
are working to change that. 
You might be surprised to 
learn handcrafted whiskey is 
as nuanced and unique as the 
distilleries producing them.
   Earlier this spring, Oregon’s 
Wine Country Whiskey Trail 
debuted. Clustered among the 
towns of Newberg, Dundee, 
Carlton and Dayton, six distill-
eries form the new route, com-
plete with a passport to record 
your visits. Each produces 
distinctive whiskey, along with 

other types of spirits.

BFFs
    “Bull Run has always had a 
connection with the Oregon 
wine industry,” explains Lee 
Medoff, founder and head dis-
tiller at Bull Run Distillery. “Be-
ginning with all our winemaker 
friends that enjoy whiskey, our 
very first barrel aging project 
used Chinato Vermouth barrels 
from Patrick Taylor at Cana’s 
Feast. That was the start of our 
entire barrel finishing pro-
gram. Our Oregon Pinot Noir 
Cask Finished whiskey quickly 
became a success and we have 
since worked with over two 
dozen local wineries to source 
barrels,” continues Medoff.
  Wondering how the trail idea 
began, I asked Mitch Graham, 

brand manager at Branch Point 
Distillery, to add more details. 
“The Wine Country Whiskey 
Trail started with a desire to 
showcase Oregon whiskeys. 
The Willamette Valley is known 
for wine, but what a lot of 
people don’t yet realize is we 
have a growing craft distilling 
industry,” says Graham.

The allure of oak
   Aging alcohol in barrels has 
been a practice used since 
before the fall of the Roman 
Empire. Barrel-aging spir-
its likely started first with 
brandy during the 11th or 
12th century. Similar to wine, 
unique characteristics begin to 
develop as whiskey rests in oak 
barrels. Couple that with bar-
rels previously used to produce 

wine and, suddenly, things 
progress to a new level.
    Graham says, “Being in 
Oregon’s wine country, we have 
access to some amazing bar-
rels for finishing. From Pinot 
Noir to Chardonnay to Riesling 
and Port-style barrels. As craft 
distilleries, we enjoy using 
what’s around us and creating 
something unique for custom-
ers to taste and enjoy. From the 
trail distilleries, you can expect 
to find experimentation barrels 
being released.”
   “When we were looking to 
open a second tasting room 
location, it made sense to 
open in wine country, near our 
friends and sources for barrels,” 
says Medoff. “Carlton proved 
to be an ideal location on a 
busy tourist route, adjacent 
to many wine tasting rooms. 
Local support has been keen 
and consistent from the start. 
We believe our wine barrel fin-
ished whiskeys are a surprising 
complement to anyone looking 
for something different, yet 
connected, to the local winer-
ies,” he continued.

Different beasts
   Having made both wine and 
spirits, James Frey, Trisaetum’s 
winemaker and proprietor of 
Brixeur Spirits, has an inter-
esting perspective on how 
production differs. “When 
distilling spirits, you have more 
control during every step of the 
process and extra ingredients 
with which to play. And we can 
distill at any time we want. In 
winemaking, it’s just grapes 
and harvest only happens once 
a year, so there’s more pres-
sure to get it right.” Frey says, 
“Adding a spirits business has 
certainly given us a new set of 
challenges, but it’s a blast.”

Something special
   “People following the trail can 
taste whiskeys not found on a 
store shelf and enjoy experienc-
es you only get visiting a distill-
ery in-person,” says Graham. 
Tatum Frey, co-lead distiller at 
Brixeur Spirits, elaborates on 
this viewpoint. “Not only does 
the trail include great whiskeys 
but fantastic people as well. 
You will be amazed at the craft 
whiskeys being created in the 
heart of wine country. The add-
ed benefit is getting to meet the 
people who work hard to make 
it all possible.” Tatum contin-
ues, “Each stop on the trail has 
great spirits to offer and people 
who enjoy explaining their 
approach to the craft…so bring 
your questions, along with a 
sense of curiosity.”
   Although the Wine Country 
Whiskey Trail is still compara-
tively young, feedback has been 
positive. Graham shares, “I 
have heard from those making 

their way through the passport 
how excited they are to have 
something in addition to all 
the winery options. We provide 
alternatives for anyone who 
doesn’t enjoy wine, those that 
want to finish with a high-
quality spirit or just want to be 
adventurous. We encourage 
everyone to “drink beyond the 
vine.”

Looking ahead
The trail’s initial success 
convinced Medoff to launch 
a whiskey club, the Bull Run 
Whiskey Society. Tatum is 
looking forward to bringing 
Brixeur Spirits to farmers 
markets in both McMinnville 
and West Linn during select 
weeks in August. Looking to 
the fall, Graham says, “We are 
hosting an event in November 
showcasing all six distilleries, 
matched with six local brewer-
ies. Our group has high hopes 
for what the trail can achieve 

for all involved and how it can 
draw more people to the area.”
   Trail visitors can expect in-
novative offerings from each 
distillery. Explains Graham, 
“We are constantly pushing 
boundaries and pioneering for 
future generations. That is re-
flected in our unique whiskeys. 
Every distillery takes a very 
different approach and style to 
their whiskeys that just can’t 
be replicated anywhere else 
in the country.” He continues, 
“With access to some of the 
world’s best wine and beer 
barrels within 40 miles, to high-
quality Oregon grain grown 
right around us, each distillery 
uses and focuses on different 
aspects of what makes whiskey 
great to enjoy.”

Kinship
   “A rising tide lifts all boats” 
is an aphorism commonly 
repeated within Oregon’s wine 
industry. It might need to be 

extended to include spirits’ 
producers, as well. Jackson 
Harloff, co-lead distiller at 
Brixeur Spirits, says, “Much like 
we find in the wine community 
of the Willamette Valley, the 
collaboration and connected-
ness of those making spirits is 
impressive. There’s definitely 
a feeling of comradery and 
genuine friendship among this 
group. I think those that taste 
at all six distilleries on the trail 
will walk away with an under-
standing that, while we all have 
our unique twist on whiskey, 
we really respect each other’s 
work.”
   The Wine Country Whiskey 
Trail currently comprises 
these distilleries: Branch Point 
Distillery, Brixeur Spirits (at 
Trisaetum Winery), Bull Run 
Distillery, Ewing Young Dis-
tillery, Killdeer Distilling and 
Ranson Spirits. To learn more, 
visit www.winecountrywhis-

keytrail.com. 

P
H

O
TO

 P
R

O
VI

D
E

D
 B

Y 
B

R
IX

E
U

R
 S

P
IR

IT
S

Wine



12 | YAMHILL VALLEY VISITOR GUIDE | 2023/2024 2023/2024 | YAMHILL VALLEY VISITOR GUIDE | 13 

By Jenna Preston

When I think of wine, I think 
of all the people, effort, time, 
consideration and soul that 
goes into every vineyard, vin-
tage and fermentation. With 
each glass, we personify our 
experience in words wrought 
with emotion as aromas fill 
our hearts and flavors dance 
around our palate. Elegant, 
strong, playful, dramatic, nu-
anced, bright, are all words I 
have heard at wine tastings 
throughout the years as we 
gage each selection, state-
ments we could use to describe 
another person or even a 

beautiful song. 
Recently, I asked my WSET 

class at Linfield University to 
assess the aromas, flavors and 
structure of a Chianti; “What 
do you sense, how does the 
wine make you feel?” I received 
the best answer to date; “Fam-
ily. It’s hard to describe, but 
when I taste this wine I feel like 
I am with them.” I cannot begin 
to picture the images that were 
swirling through her mind, 
the traditional Italian music 
blasting as grandma cooks and 
everyone passionately chats 
over a glass of strong, red, 
herbaceous bliss. 

 I empathize. It can be dif-

Wine and Music
Playing a myriad of complex duets

ficult to define the emotions a 
great bottle invokes: as I sip on 
a glass of sophisticated Oaks 
Oregon Pinot Noir all I hear is 
Chopin Nocturnes #2 in E-Flat 
Major; while when drinking 
a deep, rich California Rom-
bauer Reserve Zinfandel I am 
welcomed with the silky voice 
of Barry White singing “Can’t 
Get Enough of Your Love Babe.” 

Music, as a universal 
aspect of the world, comes 
in all genres subjecting itself 
to personal preferences and 
tastes, just like wine; similar to 
when I press a glass of Rioja to 
my lips and leap back into the 
windy vineyards of Sierra de la 

Demanda, a song transports 
us to a different place, a past 
memory littered with stories of 
the individuals we shared them 
with. The Grateful Dead show 
at Autzen stadium in 1994, that 
road trip down the Route 66 
that ended with me “…standin’ 
on a corner in Winslow, Ari-
zona…” takin’ it easy, or experi-
encing the “bulls and blood…
the dust and mud…the white 
in his knuckles…the gold in his 
buckle...” at the Canby Rodeo. 
All these tactile memories 
come flooding back to me with 
the strike of one simple chord 
or the pop of a single cork. 

As I sit at Pinot Vista on 
Third Street in downtown 
McMinnville, listening to the 
thunder and chime of danc-
ing feet, clinking glasses and 
laughter, an overwhelm-
ing feeling of togetherness 
envelopes me. Facilitated not 
only by Rich Washburn or by 
wine, but by the joyful strums 
of Sammy, gleefully playing his 
guitar for, seemingly, the world 
to hear: suddenly, Marty Rob-
bins’ cowboy passion emerges 
as “Big Iron” comes belting 
out of the mic. Words cannot 
describe the vibe, yips, hoots 
and hollers all around as we 
tapped our feet like a trotting 
horse, glasses in hand, with 
only smiles on our faces. 

“I like music and the feeling 
of drawing people in not only 
through wine.” Rich states. The 
majority of musicians who play 
at Pinot Vista are expressing 
personal individuality through 
their own compositions: 
Myron, Darlene, John, Doug, 
Phillip and Sammy. Due to his 
passion of music Rich decided 
five years ago to open his space 
to these musicians, showcasing 
their creativity amid his own: 
wine. 

ABOVE: An open interior serves as a wel-
coming space for visiting wine tasters. 
TOP RIGHT: Guests enjoying sunshine and 
views at the new Domaine Willamette 
Winery.  
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By Kirby Neumann-Rea

“I’m optimistic about Brand 
Oregon,” says Allen Holstein, 
a 43-year veteran of vineyard 
management and wine making 
in Dundee. He spoke in the fall 
of 2023 at Linfield University’s 
Nicholson Library, drawing 
extensively on his 116-page 
memoir about the Yamhill 
County wine industry, “Grape 
Whisperers,” which he pub-
lished in 2022.

“There is a lot of opportuni-
ty in the future for an industry I 
am glad to have witnessed and 
participated,” said Holstein, 
who arrived in Dundee in 1980 
and came to know well what 
he calls the “13 pioneers” of the 
local wine-making industry: 
Hillcrest, Eyrie, Knudson and 
Erath, Honeywood, Sokol 
Blosser, Adelsheim, Ponzi, Elk 
Cove, Amity, Oak Knoll, Tuala-
tin, Martha Maresh and Fred 
Arterberry, and (closed in the 
1980s) Cote Coloumbe. 

Holstein (pronounced 
hall-steen) arrived in Yamhill 
County in the early years, a 
self-described “hired gun.”

He was college roommates 
with Ken Wright of Ken Wright 
Cellars, visiting Wright where 

he studied at University of Cali-
fornia/Davis, before heading 
to Oregon. Holstein grew vines 
on former coal mine property 
as part of his master’s degree 
from University of Kentucky 
before deciding to come west 
and study at Oregon State Uni-
versity, later landing his first 
job, as foreman for Knudsen 
Vineyards.

“Everyone was learning,” he 
said and the attitude was col-
laborative. 

“Poor wine getting out hurts 
everyone. We knew it. It had to 
be high quality,” he said.

“The strength was we 
planted hillsides. Had that not 
happened, early wines out of 
Oregon would have the quality 
it did.”

“The Oregon climate was 
different. How different, no one 
knew at the time.” Vintners 35-
40 years ago were adjusting to 
that while also learning about 
yield predication and manage-
ment. For a time, Oregon had 
“a reputation for inconsisten-
cy” not just in quality — very 
fine years and some less so, he 
said — but also in volume, ac-
cording to Holstein.

 “No one had any idea in the 

Storied Past,  
Bright Future

Veteran of the industry chronicles local wine history in memoir
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Random Wine Facts
Not all wines are vegan.
Wine-flavored Kit Kats are a thing.
Italy has a free, 24-hour wine fountain. 
Not all wines improve with age.
“Drinking to one’s health” started in ancient Greece.
Toasting originated in ancient Rome. 
World’s oldest bottle is from 325 A.D.
Oenophobia (fear of wine) is a thing.
Wine is fat-free and cholesterol-free.
The lip of a red wine glass is sloped to help send aromas 
to your nose.

HOSES & FITTINGS • PRESSES 
TANKS • LAB SUPPLIES 

YEAST NUTRIENTS

The largest selection of 
winemaking equipment and 
supplies in the Northwest.

WINE SUPPLIES 
FOR EVERYONE

1819 NE Baker St. McMinnville 
503-472-1711 

www.DWineSupplies.com

&

PROFESSIONAL OR BEGINNER     

Wine Directory

ELK COVE VINEYARDS
27751 N.W. Olson Rd., Gaston 

503-985-7760 
www.elkcove.com

Founded in 1974 by Joe and Pat 
Campbell, Elk Cove was the first 
vineyard and winery in what would 
become the esteemed Yamhill-
Carlton AVA. Named for the majestic 
herd that roams the nearby hills, the 
original site is one of the Willamette 
Valley’s highest elevation vineyards. 
At 700 feet, the Elk Cove tasting room 
has a spectacular view of Oregon’s 
Coast Range Mountains. Adam Camp-
bell is a 5th generation Oregon farmer 
& 2nd generation Oregon winemaker 
whose love for single vineyard Pinot 
noirs is equaled only by his love for 
cool-climate white wines like Pinot 
gris, Pinot blanc and Riesling.

Carlton, Yamhill & Gaston           
 

Dayton, Dundee & Newberg

DOMAINE WILLAMETTE
19255 N HWY 99W Dayton, OR 97114

Domainewillamette.com

Domaine Willamette is Oregon’s first 
sparkling winery that produces world-
class méthode traditionnelle sparkling 
wines with an underground aging 
cellar at the biodynamically-farmed 
Bernau Estate Vineyard. The winery 
offers Oregon-inspired hospitality 
with wine and food pairings, stunning 
views, educational tours and beautiful 
gardens overlooking the Dundee Hills. 

Tasting Room Hours:  
DomaineWillamette.com

OREGON WINE PRESS
503-687-1266
www.OregonWinePress.com

PIKE ROAD WINES
701 NE 3rd St • McMinnville
(503) 852-3185

JACOB WILLIAMS WINERY
232 N.E. 3rd St., McMinnville 

503-376-6601 
www.jacobwilliamswinery.com

Located in the heart of downtown 
McMinnville, our warm and inviting 
tasting room beckons a visit. Join our 
exceptional team for a memorable 
tasting of our award-winning wines. 
Cheese and charcuterie items also 
available. Check our website for live 
music events throughout the year. We 
are a Columbia Gorge based winery. 
Check out our WA tasting room for 
expansive views of Mt. Hood and 
the Columbia River. 3 Avery Road, 
Wishram, WA

MCMINNVILLE  
TASTING ROOM

300 N.E. Third St., McMinnville
wvv.com/McMinnville

Visit Willamette Valley Vineyards 
McMinnville Tasting Room on historic 
3rd street and enjoy award-winning 
Pinot Noir in the heart of Oregon  
wine country.

Tasting Room Hours:  
wvv.com/McMinnville

Lafayette & McMinnville            
DAVISON WINERY SUPPLIES
McMinnville •  503-472-1711

Salem
STANGELAND VINEYARDS & 
WINERY
Salem, OR
www.stangelandvineyards.com

1970s and 1980s what was the 
way to estimate. We were flying 
blind in that whole  period. 
Wine yields had to fit the sales 
channel,” he said, for the sake 
of stable pricing, supply and 
sales.

In the 1990s, new partner-
ships via foreign investment 
and professional connections 
in France and Australia led 
to “a new  maturation of the 
industry, and sparkling wines 
arrived,” he said.

“All these people were swirl-
ing around, owners and inves-
tors and talented people who 
were looking around for how to 
get involved,” he said. Introduc-
tion of French Dijon clones in 
Oregon in 1989 helped save the 
California wine industry and 

STORIED PAST
Continued from page 27

shape it in Oregon. California 
needed the plants and over the 
next few years Oregon could 
provide them; Holstein saw 
truckloads of clones heading 
south.

“The fact that they came 
through Oregon at the time 
they did really influenced west 
coast viticulture,” he said.

A third wave of investment 
followed in the 1990s and local 
standout vintners “came of 
age”: Stoller, WillaKenzie, Ken 
Wright, Lemelson, Willamette 
Valley, Bergstrom, Archery 
Summit, among others.

In the 2000s the region saw 
maturation of the vines, expan-
sion of the market, and greater 
emphasis on wine education. 
This, according to Holstein, was 
joined by the advent of person-
al technology, big picture legal 
changes such as permitting of 

direct sales, the rise of winery 
tourism, and the arrival of the 
Alison Hotel in Newberg.

“All of a sudden it’s a desti-
nation,” he said.

Climate change is the next 
rising challenge, but Holstein is 
bullish on local potential.

“Water is not so much an is-
sue, and there is plenty of land. 
The shortage is in the supply of 
labor, and customers,” he said. 
There is room to grow, he said.

Holstein noted that the 
Coast Range along the mid- 
and  northern-Willamette Val-
ley has the same soils as lower 
areas now extensively planted 
with grapes.

“Thirty years ago we never 
dreamed of planting vines west 
of Carlton.”

Vintners and investors must 
say to themselves, “I have risk 
with climate change, so how do 

I diversify my risk?”
“There is a delta in land 

prices between here and the 
rest of the world. So they are 
coming,”  he said. (The joint re-
ality is that invasive pests such 
as mealy bugs and phyloxera 
“keep coming, too.”)

Asked,  “can we really cre-
ate a market for all these new, 
and undistinguished (wine) 
brands?” Holstein answered, 
“if you can grow grapes, make 
wine, and sell wine, you have 
a business.” Do two of those 
things and you likely still will. 
“Do one of those things, that 
means you’re a hobbyist.”

“There’s a lot of dreamers 
(growing grapes or making 
wine),” he said. “There will be 
a period of shakeout of the 
landscape. If you can sell it 100 
percent direct to consumer you 
hang in for awhile.” 

Wine

The Fun 
Never 
Stops

Yamhill Valley has become a 
year-round wine destination

The calendar of events is 
packed 12 months of the year 
in the Yamhill Valley.

Thanksgiving Weekend 
remains the biggest celebra-
tion, full of special events, 
unique tasting tours and the 
start to holiday revelry. But no 
longer does it mark the start 
of an off-season. Leading up 
to Christmas, myriad wineries 
host markets where you will 
find an array of locally-made 
gifts for friends and family. 

Winter fun is also to be had 
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at major events like the Oregon 
Chardonnay Celebration in 
February and the McMinnville 
Wine & Food Classic in March.

The May calendar is packed 
with events in tandem with Or-
egon Wine Month, with a spe-
cial emphasis on Mother’s Day 

and Memorial Day weekends. 
Summertime beings a host 

of cultural festivals and other 
events to seek out. From wine-
maker dinners and concert 
series; to hikes, car shows and 
cycling events; and much, 
much more. 

To see what’s happening 
in the heart of Oregon Wine 
Country, visit these sites:
- oregonwinepress.com/event
- visitmcminnville.com/events
- tastenewberg.com/events
- willamettewines.com/things-
to-do 
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By Ossie Bladine

What do you get when 
a world-class wine 
industry develops 
in a region rich in 

agricultural history? Answer: 
Yamhill Valley. 

From fine dining to food 
trucks to everything between, 

the Valley’s reputation as a 
foodie destination starts with 
the ingredients and products 
grown and raised on our rural 
lands, celebrating some of the 
finest soil on Earth. 

Consider how the area is a 
morning’s drive to the Pacific 
Ocean, and it’s no wonder the 
Valley continues to attract chefs 

and restaurateurs — eager 
novices to seasoned profession-
als alike — seeking the perfect 
recipe to make their culinary 
adventures take flight. 

Sourcing locally is not a 
trend or marketing tool here. 
It’s simply how things are done. 

Chefs work with farmers, 
ranchers, bakers, confectioners 

and food crafters within 20 
miles of their establishments. 
They know those relationships 
translate to the absolute best 
tastes and presentation in the 
meals they serve.

When you sit for a dining 
experience here, it’s likely the 
produce was grown at a nearby 
family farm; the meat products 
raised and cut just outside of 
town; the bread baked, the 
coffee beans roasted and the 
chocolate made within min-
utes from your seat. 

Another great charac-
teristic of the wine country 
dining scene is its diversity. The 
cultural offerings of French, 
Italian, Korean, Spanish, Thai, 
Caribbean and so many more 
cuisines are represented in 
kitchens throughout the Valley, 
often presented with a North-
west twist for a totally unique 
eating experience. 

The area also caters to the 
dietary needs of all visitors. 
Gluten-free and vegan options 
are available at most restau-
rants. And with two dedicated 
gluten-free breweries in the 
area, there is plenty of exper-
tise to help guide those who 
must be a bit more selective in 
their dining options.

Whether it is a lunch basket 
on the go, a sit-down five-
course meal matched with big 
city hospitality or a food-cen-
tric special event, your culinary 
adventure in the Yamhill Valley 
is sure to be a quality one. 

Garden of Eatin’
Revel in a farm-fresh noshing nirvana

Your adventure begins here!winecountrywhiskeytrail.com Your adventure begins here!winecountrywhiskeytrail.com

LEFT: Travis Bird, co-chef/owner of Cy-
press, serves up shakshuka, a North Afri-
can breakfast dish.

PHOTO BY RACHEL THOMPSON

Dine
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Fresh Additions
Valley’s dining scene continues to grow
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By YVVG Staff

E  ven for visitors who 
make annual trips to 
Oregon Wine Coun-
try, there’s always 

something new to experience 
when it comes to the local 
dining scene. The notoriety of 
Yamhill Valley’s foodie options 
was founded by the likes of 
Nick’s Italian Café and Golden 
Valley Brewery, and further de-
veloped over the years by The 
Joel Palmer House, The Painted 
Lady, Cuvée, La Rambla, Pura 
Vida, Subterra, Thistle, Tina’s 

and many more. 
In 2022-2023, McMinnville 

restaurants Hayward, Pinch, 
Humble Spirit and Okta, along 
with the Blind Pig in Carlton, 
re-invigorated the local culi-
nary scene after the pandemic 
uneasiness. 

Here’s the next recent crop of 
restaurants ensuring this area is 
as much a destination for great 
meals as it is for great wines.

ABUELA’S NUESTRA  
COCINA

After years of operating 
a restaurant in Sisters, the 

Fernandez family restarted in 
McMinnville with Mezcal Sa-
bores de Mexico near Linfield 
College. In 2024, the family 
moved to downtown with their 
new venture, Abuela’s Nuestra 
Cocina, 226. N.E. Third St. 

While Mezcal also fea-
tured family recipes, the new 
Abuela’s is even more centered 
on the foods from the Fernan-
dez family and its heritage in 
the Mexico City area — partic-
ularly the mole sauce, a recipe 
Laura’s mother passed down 
after many asks from Jimmy.

“Our grandmothers live on 

through their food,” said Mari-
ana Fernandez, Jimmy and 
Laura’s daughter who works 
with her parents and her 
brother, Allan, in the business. 
“It’s not the Tex-Mex standards 
found in most Mexican restau-
rants. Not everything has rice 
and beans.”  

TASTE OF INDIA
“McMinnville needed an 

Indian restaurant,” said Paul 
Johal, owner of the new Taste 
of India, 315 N.E. Third St. in 
McMinnville. 

With how fondly the restau-

Bean-to-bar chocolate made in Oregon Wine Country

619 NE 3RD STREET • MCMINNVILLE

VADNAYCHOCOLATECO.COM
Chocolate shop & cafe

chocolate making classes

Known for our fl ourless lava brownie

rant’s authentic dishes from 
the Punjab region have been 
talked about, it’s evident locals 
would agree.

Johal is a native of the Pun-
jab region; his two nephews, 
restaurant veterans who will 
manage the eight employees, 
have a Punjabi background as 
well. A Taste of India’s chef and 
bartender also are from India, 
the chef by way of Texas.

In addition to curries, the 
menu lists butter chicken, 
garlic naan, vegetable or meat 
samosas, kebabs and it offers 
Indo-Chinese noodles and 
rice. Vegetarian options are 
available along with chicken, 
goat and lamb.

ALPINE KITCHEN/ 
ALPINE CROSSINGS

Jeff Glodt, owner of the 
Grain Station Brew Works, 
spent the last couple years 
rolling out a new three-legged 
venture across the street from 
the pub he owns with his wife, 
Kelly, a Linfield University 
graduate.  

First to earn a faithful fol-
lowing was Alpine Kitchen, a 
breakfast and lunch restau-
rant, followed by Loft & Lies, 
which offers drinks and food 
along with indoor golf and a 
variety of other virtual sports, 
from bowling to hockey to 
baseball. Then came Alpine 
Crossings, a dinner house that 
carries on the reputation the 
Glodts earned with Robert’s 
Crossing in Salem.

“The food was excellent, 
with a different twist,” said a 
patron of the meals prepared 
by head chef Matt Haj and his 
crew. “It’s a good place.”

WOODEN HEART
Starting out of a 1964 

Kenskill camp trailer turned 
mobile, wood fired kitchen, 
Ryan and Yvette Clark crafted 
their own dining experience in 
a brick and mortar location at 
The Dundee Hotel.  

Diners can start with the 
kitchen’s rotating menu of 
wood fired pizzas featuring lo-
cal ingredients, but the pastas 
and sandwiches are easily 
indulged as well.  With an em-
phasis on community, Wooden 
Heart has quickly settled in as 
a strong addition to Dundee’s 
culinary scene.

MAC PLAZA
Diana Perez and her sister, 

Nancy, and their family opened 
a combination deli, gift store 
and nursery in October 2023, 
and expanded it into a mini 
community with multiple food 
trucks and a gathering place 
with beer and cocktails . 

Mac Plaza, 500 S.E. Adams 
St. in McMinnville is next-
door-neighbor is El Rancho 
Market.

“We can kind of call it 
‘Mexican town’ but it is open to 
everyone,” Diana says.

The tastes expand to Italian 
cuisine with a Northwest flair 
thanks to House of Brassi’s, 
one of the trucks preparing 
meals with a wood fired oven. 
Brassi’s uses local ingredients, 
including wheat grown and 
ground in the Willamette Val-

Dine

LEFT: Brad Asher, who runs the House of Brassi’s food truck with fiancée Kassi Irwin, adds 
ricotta to a pizza before cooking it in the wood-fired oven. The “Forest Floor” pizza also 
includes spinach, sorrel, local mushrooms, béchamel and mozzarella.
TOP: Fernandez family — parents Laura and Jimmy flanked by daughter Mariana and son 
Allan — stand in entry of Abuela’s Nuestra Cocina, the family’s new restaurant, a fulfill-
ment of their hope to open a restaurant in downtown McMinnville.
ABOVE: Partab Singh serves lunch to Donna Wright-Block, center, and Marcia Jones at 
Taste of India. The restaurant serves authentic dishes from the Punjabi region of India.
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ley for their pizza crust.
It’s hard to miss the former 

carnival concession stand 
turned eatery on wheels, and 
it’ll be hard to forget how good 
the fare is.

LOAM
Kim Lattig and Corey 

Taylor, who had been selling 
mushroom pastries and cater-
ing in wine country for several 
years, provided Dayton with a 
new brunch and dinner spot 
in 2003.

Lattig credited friends and 
her network of contacts in the 
local wine and food industry 

with helping inspire them; 
“farm friends” also provided a 
loan to help them get started.

The mushrooms, which 
they forage themselves, play a 
leading role in Loam – even in-
spiring the name, which refers 
to the layer of nutritious earth 
in which the fungi flourish.

Local purveyors featured 
at Loam include Durant, from 
which they get olive oil and 
balsamic vinegar; Flag & Wire 
coffee; Bernards Farm, Eola 
Crest Cattle, etc. “The cama-
raderie of small businesses in 
this county is pretty special,” 
Lattig said. 
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We Make It. 
You Bake It.

Signature Pizzas•DeLITE Pizzas•Stuffed Pizzas •Desserts

1049 NE HWY 99W | 503.472.2536 | PapaMurphys.com | McMinnville

Q: Is that challenging as 
a chef to present that fine 
dining aspect while still being 
accessible?

Kari: It’s hard because you 
view yourself as the chef and 
the owner and the opera-
tor. And then you also view 
yourself how you want to be 
as a customer. Those are the 
two lenses: how is it going to 
work on the operating side, 
and how’s the customer that 
isn’t me going to look at it, and 
what would I want if I was the 
customer?

On the operating side, I 
love making the food that we 
make. We always call our-
selves a chefs’ kitchen. We’re 
very chef forward. First is, how 
does it make sense to us? How 

Breaking Through
New Mac restaurant quickly earns a name for itself
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does it work in this format? Do 
we really enjoy it? Is it techni-
cally challenging enough to 
keep this interesting? But at 
the end of the day, all of that 
doesn’t matter; it it needs 
to taste good. That’s priority 
number one.

Q: What was the biggest 
challenge when first opening 
up? 

Kari: The part that I strug-
gled with the most is learning 
that a big city restaurant and a 
small town restaurant are two 
very different things. As much 

as I want to run the kitchen 
and run the team and run 
service in the way that I know, 
which is from working in 
cities, a small town doesn’t al-
ways take to that. It’s different 
people, it’s different clientele 
and you can’t anticipate the 
numbers and the sales that 
you expect in the city to hap-
pen. There’s kind of a common 
thread for restaurant owners 
that if every seat isn’t full ev-
ery night, then you don’t make 
money, then you don’t win. 
And that’s pretty impossible in 
a small town. 

Q: You’re definitely not re-
ally the only game in town.

Kari: And nor do I want to 
be. I want everyone else to 
succeed and we’re all better if 
we are all here together; we’re 
just a bigger draw for locals 

and tourism. 
So for trying to figure out 

how to work around those 
measures and understand 
what a small town is versus 
the city, Emily [Howard, 
former owner of Thistle] is 
like the greatest gift for that 
to bring me back down to un-
derstand McMinnville better. 
She runs the floor, I run the 
kitchen and she’s so good at 
reeling me in a little. Because 
every chef struggles with being 
a little too “chefy” sometimes.

Q: You do a lot of work with 
butchering products: what 
was the reason to start doing 
that?

Kari: I worked at a restau-
rant called Sons & Daughters 
in San Francisco. We did a 
lot of whole animal butch-
ery there, and it was very 

A remodel of the Mac 
Market building in 
McMinnville allowed 

Chef Kari Kihara to create a 
fine dining restaurant all her 
own. In the process, it became 
as much about the uniqueness 
of her new hometown scene as 
it did her journey through the 
food industry. 

Opened in April 2024, Hay-
ward quickly earned notoriety 
as a finalist for the James 
Beard Foundation’s “Best New 
Restaurant” award. The story 
of Kihara and her small crew, 
all equally dedicated to the 
craft, is indicative of the joy 

and love created in Oregon 
Wine Country’s dining scene 
each day.

Kiraha is part owner of Mac 
Market, which also features 
an indie market, a cafe, a bar, 
a pizza joint and frequently 
hosts community events. 

The following is an excerpt 
of an interview with Kihara,  

Dine
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2274 SW 2nd, Suite A2274 SW 2nd, Suite A
McMinnvilleMcMinnville
503-883-9628503-883-9628
Open Mon-Sun Open Mon-Sun 
Drive Thru: 6:30am-2:00pmDrive Thru: 6:30am-2:00pm
Dining Area: 7:00am-2:00pmDining Area: 7:00am-2:00pm

HOMESTYLEHOMESTYLE

SPECIALTYSPECIALTY
COFFEESCOFFEES

LUNCH &LUNCH &

BREAKFASTBREAKFAST

HarvestFresh.com
MON–FRI 8A–7P · SAT 8A–7P · SUN 10A–7P

251 NE THIRD ST, MCMINNVILLE · 503-472-5740

MCMINNVILLE’S NATURAL GROCERY STORE

Local                       produce,

customer service and  

               sustainability.

gourmet groceries, coffee, 

juice bar, full service deli

quality

organic

and catering,

local

Harvest Fresh

That’s the weird thing about 
being a chef, that experience 
oddly feels really gratifying.

Q: Are relationships with 
farmers and ranchers different 
here than what you experi-
enced in the past?

Kari: One-hundred percent. 
If you’re looking at pros and 
cons of city restaurant versus 
small town restaurant: the 
relationships make any small 
town struggle all worth it. I’ve 
never experienced anything 
like it. 

I used to go to the San 
Francisco farmers market 
every Saturday with my chef 
and we would chat with the 
farmers. That was great and 
I thought that was cool and 
special. And then I moved here 
and I was like, [holy cow].

The relationship that we 
have with Even Pull Farms 
is unbelievable. I get to go to 
their team planting schedule 
meetings and hash out all of 
the details. Me, Jon [Inonueri] 
and Søren [Kalbfleisch] – who 
are my two chefs, the three 
of us are the whole kitchen 
team — we flip through all the 
catalogs, we talk about what 
we want, we go back to Beth 
and Eric, they’re going to give 
us knowledge, like we tried 
that five years ago; that crop 
didn’t work because of this … 
So we have this whole plan-
ning schedule that we do every 
winter and then we take on 
the year after that. 

We work with Campfire 
Farms for pork and chickens 
and ducks. And then for beef, 
we raise our own - ifwe need 
more, we supplement through 
Revel Meat Co., who processes 

all of our animals for us. And 
for lamb, Søren raises sheep, 
so we get that in-house, too. 

It’s just such a unique 
relationship with all of these 
people. I just didn’t know that 
you could do it that tightly and 
you didn’t have to be a place 
that has three Michelin stars 
and their own farm. You don’t 
have to be that level of place to 
source that well. I think it’s su-
per cool because I want those 
everyday people to be able to 
eat that well also. 

Q: Do you have any dishes 
that are mainstays? 

Kari: Focaccia is always on. 
That is never changing. Since 
closing the bakery, it’s given us 
a little bit more flexibility and 
freedom to have some time to 
dive into our bread program 
and play around with things. 

I’m now doing different flavors 
of focaccia, based off of where 
the menu is at. 

Pickles and ferments are 
always on. The fried clams are 
something that we’ve done 
recently. We put that on in the 
beginning of Fall; it’s a lightly 
pickled manila clam coming 
from the Washington coast 
that we batter and fry with a 
seaweed aioli. Those are stay-
ing – I like to have one fried 
snack that a people know and 
are comfortable with coming 
back for that. 

Some sort of dumpling has 
always been in the rotation 
since we started Hayward. And 
that’s kind of it for mainstays. 
We’ll revisit a lot and make 
tweaks to things.

Q: Have you been open long 
enough for people to come 
request a previous dish yet? 

Kari: Everyone wanted the 
black cod. It was great, it was a 
really good fish. 

It has happened where 
someone has come in and say, 
“I came for this dish and you 
don’t have it. See you later.” 
That’s a bummer. It’s tough. 
But you can’t make everyone 
happy. So, sometimes you lose 
those people, but hopefully 
you gain others. And hopefully, 
you sell them on the other 
fish that’s on the menu, and 
you get them to try some-
thing new. Then they bought 
in and then they’re believers, 
which we’ve had. I’ve been 
pleasantly surprised by the 

demographic that comes in 
expecting one thing, we sell 
them on something else that 
maybe is a fish or a dish that 
they’re not entirely familiar 
with, or that they haven’t had 
before, and then they walk out 
of here bought in  – and now 
they come here once a month 
and they feel confident that 
whatever fish they get on the 
menu, they’re going to love 
it. That feels really good to 
get those people to believe in 
changing menus and rotating 
menus. 

eye-opening to me because 
it was a tasting menu at nine 
courses where everything 
is small. So you get in these 
animals and you’re like, “Oh 
great, I just need the chops for 
this one dish.” Then it’s like, 
“I know butchery is cool, but 
what else is happening with 
this animal?” So you’re trying 
to plug and play into different 
dishes and that’s where I got 
super stoked.

The menu that we have 
now is very much like that. We 
get an animal in, we use it for 
more of a protein heavy sec-
tion on the menu — we always 
have three or four proteins on, 
where meat or fish is the star 
of that dish — but then you get 
left with all these other bits 
and bobs that we can do cool 
things like make sausages or 
make a filling for a dumpling 
or make an XO sauce, which is 
this like super savory Chinese 
condiment that’s made from 
dried meat. You can use it as 
accents to other dishes, and I 
just love that. I nerd out over 
that. It’s definitely more work 
than just calling up and order-
ing 20 shops.

Q: So it’s not just about do-
ing it for the respect or just to 
say that’s how you do it.

Kari: I think there’s always a 
part of that, if I’m being really 
honest. Yes, it is cool to say 
that we break down all of our 
own animals in house. It’s even 
cooler to say that we actually 
raise all of our own cows. 

A part of it is because it 
feels good to know you put in 
that much effort and now you 
get to serve someone that, and 
then all of a sudden it’s gone. 

Dine
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Dine Directory
American, Family     

1882 GRILLE
McMinnville
503-857-0457

HAMBLIN EATERY
Lafayette
503-714-4031

LAUGHING BEAN BISTRO
McMinnville 
503-883-9628 

LOCAL FLOW
575 NE 3rd St.
McMinnville
971-261-2167
www.localflowmac.com

PAPA MURPHY’S
1049 NE Hwy 99W
McMinnville
503-435-2536
www.papamurphys.com

WILDWOOD CAFÉ
319 NE Baker St
McMinnville
503-435-1454
www.wildwoodmac.com

CARLTON CORNERS
150 N. Yamhill St., Carlton

503-852-7439
www.CarltonCorners.com

Located in the heart of wine country 
Oregon, Carlton Corners is an iconic 
3rd generation family-owned gas 
station and restaurant.  Best known 
for their award winning burgers, “� e 
Corner” is also making their mark on 
the map for their delicious country 
style breakfasts and pizza o� erings. 
With 14 rotating craft beers and cider, 
Carlton Corners is a one stop shop 
that is not to be passed by!

THE LARSON HOUSE  
PIZZERIA AND EATERY

190 S. Maple St. Yamhill, OR 97148 
(503) 662-0079 . (503) 662-0084 

info@larsonhouseyamhill.com

 

The Larson House has been serving 
up pizza, sandwiches, appetizers, 
desserts, and hearty salads along with 
plentiful local beers on tap to visitors 
and locals since 2020. Their down 
home vibe is a staple throughout Or-
egon Wine Country and community, 
offering an exemplary dining experi-
ence for families and friends. If you 
are new to the area or visiting Yamhill 
County, make The Larson House a 
must visit dining destination!

Bars, Breweries, 
Distilleries & Pubs 

BLUE MOON LOUNGE 
310 NE 3rd St
McMinnville 
503-472-3045 
bluemoonmac.com

EWING YOUNG DISTILLERY
Newberg
www.ewingyoungdistrillery.com

GOLDEN VALLEY BREWERY
980 NE Fourth Street
McMinnville 
503-472-2739
www.GoldenValleyBrewery.com

OLD TOWN BAR & GRILL
315 E 1st St
Newberg
503-554-9362
www.oldtownbarnewberg.com

THE GRAIN STATION
McMinnville
503-687-2739

WINE COUNTRY 
WHISKEY TRAIL

www.WineCountryWhiskeyTrail.com

Explore Oregon’s beautiful wine 
country in a new and exciting way 
with the Wine Country Whiskey Trail 
passport! Visit 6 distilleries while 
you learn what it means to Drink 
Beyond the Vine along the way. Once 
you’ve picked up your passport, take 
your time visiting each distillery and 
learning about their unique o� erings. 
After you’ve completed your passport, 
present it to an associate at any of 
the destinations to receive a souvenir 
glass to commemorate your journey. 
See you on the trail!

Candy, Coffee,
Confections & Desserts
BLUE RAEVEN PIE STAND
Amity 
503-835-0740 

SUZY’S CHOCOLATES
McMinnville
503-714-6587
www.suzychocolates.com

VADNAY CHOCOLATE COMPANY
619 NE Third St
McMinnville
503-472-2247
www.suzychocolates.com

LA RAMBLA RESTAURANT 
SOCIAL ROOM 

LA RAMBLA LOFT
238 NE 3rd St, McMinnville, OR 97128

(503) 435-2126
laramblaonthird.com

La Rambla is the quintessential 
culinary destination in Oregon’s 
gorgeous wine country. Blending the 
freshness of the Northwest with the 
exciting cuisine of Spain. La Rambla’s 
Social Room is the ideal place to host 
your next event or special occasion 
with seating up to 54 people. The 
entire top floor above the restaurant 
is the beautiful La Rambla Loft 
accommodating up to four guests 
with two bedrooms, two baths, 
gourmet kitchen & great room.

AT THE ATTICUS HOTEL
503-687-1900 

www.cypressmac.com

Cypress is a locally rooted, 
Mediterranean inspired restaurant
focused on nourishing our 
community with exciting flavors on 
every plate and in every glass, sun-up 
to sun-down, seven days a week

Fine Dining
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By Ossie Bladine

Abundance: a term 
used widely in Or-
egon Wine Country, 
from the wine to 

the food to fresh produce and 
seemingly endless miles of se-
rene landscape. The term also 
easily describes local lodging 
options, too. 

“There’s a world of offerings 
out there, and that’s what I 
always tell people,” said Leigh 
Wellikoff, who has been an 
innkeeper and in the Valley for 

many years.
The region has its own as-

sociation for bed & breakfast 
inns and an ample supply of 
vacation rentals of all kinds. 
Wellikoff ’s University House in 
downtown Newberg is among 
the options that blend the two, 
a private home but with a full-
service experience, including a 
massage therapist on call and 
wine tour offerings. 

Her first advice to anyone 
coming to the Yamhill Valley 
for a stay is to “find out what 
you want.”

If it’s the ‘suite’ life you are 
craving, seeks out one of the 
three boutique luxury op-
tions offered in downtown 
McMinnville: the Atticus Hotel, 
Douglas on Third and the 
Tributary Hotel.  These three 
offer modern aminities among 
the historic charm of down-
town  McMinnville. A Friday 
night  stay at Douglas between 
May and October comes with 
a complimentary wine tasting 
in the lobby, while the friendly 
concierge at Atticus can help 
with anything from where to 

get breakfast to how to plan a 
wedding. 

Anyone seeking more retro 
surroundings with a historic 
flair will find unique hotel 
rooms at McMenamins Hotel 
Oregon in downtown McMin-
nville and the quainter Wild-
wood Hotel in Willamina. 

At the Vintages Trailer 
Dayton, it’s not just the decor 
that’s retro. Over-nighters can 
choose from 36 fully restored 
and classic custom trailers. An-
other way to live big in a small 
space is at the recently opened 

Home Away From Home
Unpack and unwind in beautiful wine country
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Stay

The Silo Suites at Abbey Road Farm in Carlton offer a unique lodging option. 
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Boutique Retreat, located 
along McMinnville’s Granary 
Districts, just a few blocks from 
downtown.  Here, select one of 
the nine tiny house cottages on 
site and enjoy a sit by the out-
door fireplace in the courtyard.

There are plenty of options 
for RV campers. Both Willa-
mette Wine Country RV Park 
(sharing the same property as 
The Vintages) and  Old Stone 
Village (near the Evergreen Avi-
ation & Space Museum) feature 
an outdoor pool among their 
many amenities. Two recent 
additions to scene are Valley’s 
Edge RV Park in Sheridan and 
Dundee Hills Resort in Dundee  
— the former featuring its 
own dog park and pet washing 
station, and the latter a tasting 
room all its own (Archer Vine-
yards), along with cottage and 
glamping options, too. 

Of course, it wouldn’t be 
wine country without bed and 
breakfast options to personal-
ize your stay. When deciding 
on a B&B, opt for a historic 
home in town, with leisurely 
walks to shops, dining, wine 
tasting and nightlife, or choose 
a countryside setting with 
spectacular views to start and 
end the day. 

Many wineries also oper-
ate their own B&Bs that often 
feature the rural tranquility of 
wine country, with the added 
benefit of wine tasting and 
winery events on site.  The Silos 
Suites at Abbey Road Farm 

is perhaps the only lodging 
building with its own festival 
(Silobration NW in August) and 
features a renowned breakfast 
from the onsite chef and stolls 
through the farm.

Visitors can also appreciate 
farm living during a stay at the 
new Inn at the Ground. At the 
bed in breakfast west of Carl-
ton, they can watch the steers 
that graze in the expansive 
pasture beside the inn and on 
the hillsides across Meadow 
Lake Road. Or they may have 
seen different animals, since 
the herds and flocks move fre-
quently as part of the Ground’s 
philosophy of “diversity, rota-
tion and rest,” resident farmer 
Wayne Didier, Wescott’s co-
innkeeper and partner. 

Travelers may also select 
the “home away from home” 
option. Dozens of vacation 
rentals are available, great 
when traveling in large groups. 
Like the menu of B&Bs, a wide 
array of rentals in wine country 
allows travelers to match their 
style and preferences with 
their experience. Most are full 
homes, but there are also at-
tached rooms or apartments, 
perfect for thrifty on-the-go 
couples.  Downtown flats are 
also popular options for their 
close proximity to downtown 
tasting rooms and restaurants. 

Do you prefer to wake up 
with a view overlooking a vine-
yard, or have easy access to the 
burgeoning arts and culture 
scene? Want to eat out always, 
dine with in-house chefs or hire 
a private chef to host a dinner 
at your rental? 

Those are just a few ques-
tions Wellikoff recommends 
asking yourself while seeking a 
lodging style that matches your 
personality. 

TOP: A stay at a winery  B&B like Young-
berg Hill Inn (background) can come with 
live entertainment from your doorstep.
LEFT: Inn the Ground’s breakfast room 
features views of Tabula Rasa farm and the 
hills west of Carlton. All the guest rooms 
face the view, as well.
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Old World ambiance in a 
1928 home in the heart of 
Oregon wine country. Enjoy 
our remarkable breakfast then 
stroll to historic downtown 
McMinnville, the Granary 
District or visit over 700 
wineries in the Valley. 

Old World 
Charm

809 NE Evans St.
3 Suites, 3 Rooms
Private Baths  

503.434.9016
a-tuscanestate.com

Stay
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Call or Visit Us Today!  503-472-4315
4155 NE Three Mile Lane | McMinnville, Oregon 97128

oldestonervresort.com

Pull Thru’s  |  Big Rig Friendly  |  Level Concrete Pads 
3 Extra Large Premium Sites  |  20-30-50/50 Amp Service   

Free Wi-Fi  |  Resort Clubhouse with Seasonal Heated Pool
Beautiful Landscaping  |  Sports Court  |  Free Cable TV 

Covered Gazebo and Barbeque  |  Playground  |  Laundry Facilities

Stay Directory

RV Accomodations

OLDE STONE RV RESORT
4155 NE Three Mile Ln, McMinnville 

503-472-4315 
www.oldestonervresort.com

Located in the heart of wine country, 
we are one of Oregon’s top rated 
RV Resorts. Walk to the Evergreen 
Aviation Museum, home of the Spruce 
Goose, visit beautiful wineries or 
Spirit Mountain Casino. Just a short 
drive to Lincoln City’s beautiful 
beaches. Enjoy our beautiful new 
clubhouse including laundry and 
exercise facilities specially designed 
for groups, or just relax on our lovely 
manicured grounds with a seasonal 
heated pool. You don’t want to miss 
exploring McMinnville’s charming 
downtown, a foodies paradise 
including great antique shops, wine 
tasting and many fine restaurants.

McMENAMINS HOTEL OREGON 
310 N.E. Evans St.
McMinnville
503-472-8427
www.mcmenamins.com

Bed & Breakfasts,
Vacation Rentals     

726 FOURTH
McMinnville 
www.726Fourth.com

ABBEY ROAD FARM
10200 N.E. Oak Springs Road

Carlton
503-687-3100

www.AbbeyRoadFarm.com

Sip, celebrate, stay. Experience a 
unique destination that celebrates 
the bounty of Yamhill County and a 
passion for food, wine, hospitality, 
and agriculture.

AMITY FLATS
Amity 
541-908-2515

A’ TUSCAN ESTATE       
McMinnville 
503-434-9016 

WINE COUNTRY PROPERTIES
532 N.E. Galloway St.
McMinnville 
503-550-8050
www.WCPCompanies.com

ATTICUS HOTEL
375 N.E. Ford St., McMinnville 

503-472-1975 
www.atticushotel.com

The Atticus Hotel is luxury on  
Willamette Valley terms, rooted in 
comfort and blooming with personal-
ity. It comes in many, many forms.  
It’s why no two of our 36 rooms are  
exactly alike. It’s why we greet you 
with locally-produced bubbly upon 
arrival and treat you to Valley- 
crafted hazelnuts, coffee, art, and  
furnishings throughout. 

We encourage you to explore the 
many nuances of the Atticus Hotel, 
along with all the wonderful details 
of the town and greater wine region 
we inhabit. 

DOUGLAS ON THIRD
703 N.E. Third St., McMinnville 

503-687-3234 
www.DouglasOnThird.com

Douglas on Third blends comfort and 
luxury into 14 unique units located in 
the heart of McMinnville’s downtown. 
With free onsite parking, local art, 
complimentary wine, and plush linens, 
every detail is thoughtfully curated 
with our guests in mind. From adven-
ture enthusiasts to relaxation experts, 
we invite you all to experience the 
splendor of the Oregon countryside 
like never before.

Hotels
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By YVVG Staff

Yamhill Valley natives 
and residents have it 
good. Not only is the 
area known for its food 

and drink scene, the arts are 
thriving, too. What’s the com-
mon denominator? Creativ-
ity and good taste, for good 
measure. 
FINE ART

One of the finest examples 
of this is the Art Harvest Studio 
Tour of Yamhill County, which 

invites people inside artists’ 
studios to view their work 
and chat with the artisans 
themselves. Marking its 29th 
anniversary, the tour happens 
over two consecutive week-
ends, Oct. 4-6 and 11-14. With 
the purchase of a $10 entry but-
ton, visitors can spend as much 
time with as many artists as 
they like over those six days.

Art Harvest represents one 
of many events showcasing the 

area’s creative residents, yet 
throughout the year, many of 
these same painters, potters, 
sculpturists, etc., display their 
work inside local art galleries.

Works from local, regional 
and national artists are on 
displays at venues throughout 
the county. 

Each month, downtown 
Newberg hosts its First Friday 
ARTwalk, connecting a variety 
of retail shops with artists and 

wineries, too, sampling their 
latest bottles. In addition, Wil-
lamina hosts an annual studio 
tour. The Willamina Coastal 
Hills Art Tour will return the 
second weekend of November.

There are around galleries 
to tour through around the 
county. A list with more infor-
mation can be found at www.
yamhillcountygalleries.com.

Cultured Country 
Valley packed with sounds, shows and creativity
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Explore
PERFORMANCE

Along visual art, the Val-
ley boasts live theater and a 
lauded film festival.

Gallery Theater in McMin-
nville offers several produc-
tions each season in its prosce-
nium auditorium and smaller 
black-box venue. See www.
gallerytheater.org for current 
and upcoming shows. 

Penguin Productions pro-
duces its Shakespeare plays 
and more under the stars on 
a temporary stage set in the 
countryside. It’s also broken 
ground on a new indoor black 
box theater on the same prop-
erty. See penguinsonstage.org 
for more info.

The Chehalem Valley 
Vaudeville is fun for the whole 
family at the Cultural Center 
in Newberg. Head to www.
chehalemculturalcenter.org to 
see when is the next scheduled  
of magic, juggling, skits, singing 
and more. 

The theater departments of 
Yamhill Valley’s two universi-
ties — Linfield and George 
Fox — also present on the stage 
throughout the year. 

For film lovers, the McMin-
nville Short Film Festival in Feb-
ruary features work by directors 
from all around the world. Short 
films vary from local student 
productions to Academy Award 
nominees. An awards ceremony 
caps off the festival each year 
with a keynote speaker and 
contest winners, including the 
esteemed “Will Vinton Award 
for Best Animation,” named 
after the Claymation legend and 
McMinnville native.

LIVE MUSIC
For music lovers, visitors can 

find everything from country 
and rock performers at the 

Yamhill County Fair in August 
to classical work and opera 
offered by Linfield students and 
faculty. Many wineries host con-
certs, as well, often among the 
vines. Summertime is especially 
busy as myriad tasting rooms 
and wineries concert series.

Community concerts series 
include Tunes on Tuesday in 
Newberg (July through August) 
and the McMinnville Parks 
& Rec Summer Fun Concert 
Series (Tuesday in July at City 
Park). 

For weekly tunes, McMe-
namins Hotel Oregon in Mc-
Minnville is a go to, with open 
mic nights every Thursday 
hosted by local musician Fred-
die Lamb, and performances 
by regional acts on Fridays and 
Saturdays. The Horse Radish 
in Carlton also features bands 
frequently, as does two venues 
in Willamina, which had long 
been a hidden gem for touring 
acts, with the historic Wild-
wood Hotel and Swan Hall.

Also in Willamina, the West 
Valley Community Center stage 
plays host to bands on the 
Third Saturdays, Oct. through 
March, for the Wet Season Mu-
sic Series. Just up the road, Art 
+ Science/Roshambo ArtFarm 
used to host a weekend music 
festival and campout. That’s 
now turned into a summer 
series from June to September.

On the Summer Solstice of 
each year, musicians take to 
the open air for Make Music 
McMinnville Day. Part of an in-
ternational program launched 
in 1982, the free event features 
players from all musical per-
suasions, young and old, ama-
teur and professional, perform-
ing on sidewalks, parks, plaza, 
alleyways, porches and more.

Summertime is full of tunes 

at wineries and tasting rooms. 
For resources to find what’s 
coming up this weekend, see 
the events website links on 
page 14.  

The Walnut City Music 
Festival returns in 2024 for 
its ninth volume of rock, folk 
and more from around the 
country, presented in McMin-
nville’s Lower City Park Aug. 
16-17. Finally, two hoppy events 
bring live music to the stage: 
Oregon Brews & Barbecue 
Father’s Day Bash in June at the 
Yamhill County Fairgrounds; 
and Brews, Bites and Bands, 
the weekend after Labor Day 
in the parking lot of Oregon 
Mutual Insurance in downtown 
McMinnville.  

If it’s big names from the 
music world you’re after, check 
out the calendar of Oregon’s 
No. 1 tourist destination, Spirit 
Mountain Casino. Legendary 
acts like Tower of Power, The 
Pointer Sisters and more are 
scheduled to play at the venue 
in Grand Ronde. The casino 
also hosts touring comedians 

and offers free live music each 
weekend in its sports bar. 

ABOVE: Glitterfox playing the Walnut City Music Festival. LEFT: A performance at 
Gallery Theater in McMinnville.
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8/24/24Historic Downtown 
Third Street

McMinnville, Oregon

Always the 4th weekend in August
CAR SHOW / NOON–5PM

CARS• TRUCKS • MOTORCYCLES
$20 registration fee, free for spectators 

CRUISING / 5PM–9PM
Open course

Cruising is free, donations accepted  

For registration and more information CRUISINGMCMINNVILLE.COM 
Cruising McMinnville™ is a 501(c)(3) non-profit committed to partnering with and giving back to our community and providing scholarship  
opportunities for local students. For more details about who we are and how we give back, please visit our website at CruisingMcMinnville.com.

The Pacific Northwest’s Premier 
Car Show and Cruising Event

linfield.edu/wine

• Undergraduate and graduate degrees
• WSET industry certificates

• The student-run Acorn to Oak Wine Experience 
on McMinnville’s Third Street

• Wine Lecture Series
• Oregon Wine History Archives

World-class wine education 
in one of the world’s top 

wine locations
ALL IN 

THE HEART OF 
OREGON’S 

WINE COUNTRY.

24-0051 Visitor's guide ad_8.375x10.75".indd   124-0051 Visitor's guide ad_8.375x10.75".indd   1 2/12/24   3:50 PM2/12/24   3:50 PM



309 NE Baker Street  |  McMinnville  |  503.472.4505

www.primisys.com

Computers
Commercial/
Residential AV

Quality Laptops, Custom Desktops, 

Computer Accessories, and Trusted 

Service & Repair

From restaurant and retail to home 

theater and HiFi we can develop a 

solution for your Audio Video needs.

McMinnvilleMcMinnville

PRIMISYSPRIMISYS



Come see us 
for the largest 

selection around!

Here at Top Shelf Cannabis,
our goal is to give our customers 
access to the largest selection of 
high quality cannabis, at a price

that doesn’t break the bank.

• Selection of over
  150 Concentrates
• Tinctures
• Inhalers
• Home-Made    
   Pieces
• Exclusive Flower
• Edibles
• CBD
• Plus a great 
  selection from 
  Local Farms...

New to Cannabis?
Our sta�  is trained to 

provide the best service 
to make your experience the 
best that it could possibly be.

353 SE Baker St., McMinnville 
503.472.2405 | M-F 9am - 9pm

WWW.TOPSHELFCANNABISMCMINNVILLE.COM

Located in the middle of wine 
country, Wings and a Prayer Alpacas

welcomes visitors wanting to experience 
alpacas and Great Pyrenees guardian dogs. 
Easy to � nd, we’re on the way to everywhere 
you want to be in the Willamette Valley. 

Established in 1998, we raise a herd of 
rare suri alpacas, specializing in quality and 
customer service. Alpacas are gentle animals, 
cousins to llamas, and are raised for their � ber. 

We also raise Great Pyrenees as herd 
guardians. On our farm you’ll � nd everything 
from alpacas and dogs to � nished products in 
our store. Experience a hands on adventure 
and learn about alpacas in our Alpacas101. 
Or, take a walk on our wooded acreage, 
leading your own alpaca, on an AlpacaTrek!

Contact Randy or Barbara today to 
schedule your visit and enjoy our little slice of 
heaven – alpacas and dogs! See us online at 
alpacatrek.net or wingsandaprayeralpacas.com
Visit us at 18100 S Hwy 99W Amity, Oregon.
Randy: 503-310-9367|Barbara: 503-263-6944

Alpacas

Farm  
Store

Dogs 
More!

&

“Time spent amongst trees is 
never wasted time.” –Katrina Mayer

CHEHALEM HERITAGE TRAILS 
NEWBERG & DUNDEE, OR
cprdnewberg.org • 503.537.2909 
Find us on Instagram @cprdnewberg.org

October 4, 5, 6 & 11, 12, 13, 2024
Fri, Sat, & Sun / 10am - 5pm

WELCOME TO THE

30TH YEAR
OF YAMHILL COUNTY’S PREMIER ART EVENT

 artharveststudiotour.org



40 | YAMHILL VALLEY VISITOR GUIDE | 2023/2024 2023/2024 | YAMHILL VALLEY VISITOR GUIDE | 41 

Get it in Gear 
Tips for Cycling in Wine Country

Explore

By YVVG STAFF

A 
couple dressed 
to ride sits at 
a table outside 
Union Block coffee 

shop in downtown McMin-
nville. Their sleek road-style 
bicycles rest a few feet away. 
They are exploring Oregon 
wine country, they say, over 
the winding, rolling back 
roads of Yamhill Valley.

It’s a common scene; the 
number of cyclists on local 
roads is noticeable. The area 
is a destination for riders who 
want to explore the vineyards 
from the seats of their bikes. 
There are several ways to 

accomplish this depending on 
your comfort level. No matter 
what path you choose, you’ll 
enjoy the ride.

Here are a few ideas:

TAKE A TOUR

An organized cycling tour 
is a great way to see wine 
country when you don’t know 
your away around. Day trips 
through vineyards can be ar-
ranged with regional cycling 
companies typically based in 
Portland. Some groups even 
offer e-bikes for anyone ready 
for a little extra power. In ad-
dition, national tour groups 
include McMinnville and 
Yamhill County as regular 

tour destinations each year.
Tours typically take you to 

designated wineries that are 
expecting you and ready to 
serve a group.

FIND AN EVENT

Wine country is a popular 
destination for event organiz-
ers searching for attractive 
roads. One of the most popu-
lar events is Cycle Oregon, a 
ride through the backroads of 
McMinnville, each July.

There are options galore 
each day including a short, 
medium, long and gravel op-
tion for the ultimate choose 
your own adventure ride.  
There is a mix of rolling hills 

and a few challenging climbs 
on our long and gravel routes. 
For more information about 
the rides, visit: www.cycleore-
gon.com/ride/weekender.

MAP YOUR OWN RIDE

Not interested in big group 
rides? There are several 
quality routes posted online 
allowing you to enjoy your 
day at the skill or comfort 
level that fits you best.

Several more are available 
via Tommy’s Bike Shop and 
the Ride With GPS mapping 
system. You can find them at 
www.tommysbicycleshop.com.

Additional rides are posted 
on the Visit McMinnville 
website: www.visitmcmin-
nville.com/visitor-guides/
cycling-resources/

LEAVE YOURS AT HOME

The recently opened Mike 
Bike Rentals has rides for 
touring the countryside or 
cruising downtowns — as 
well as e-bike options. visit-
macbikerentals.com for more 
info.

BIKE-FRIENDLY BUSINESSES

Several restaurants, hotels 
and shops throughout the 
area welcome cyclists wheth-
er you are wearing Lycra or 
not. These “bike friendly busi-
nesses” have been certified 
by Travel Oregon, the state’s 
tourism organization, for the 
services these businesses 
extend cyclists.

Look for the Bike-Friendly 
Business sign at locations 
such as Union Block coffee 
and Grain Station Brew Works 
in McMinnville and various 
wineries.

ABOVE: Cyclists prepare for ride through wine country.  

By YVVG Staff

The Evergreen Aviation & 
Space Museum, home to 
a renowned collection 
of planes, spacecraft, 

artifacts and more, reopened 
fulltime in mid-2021, marking 
its 20th year. The star attrac-
tion is the Spruce Goose, the 
world’s largest aircraft; in 
November 2022 Evergreen 
celebrated the 75th anniver-
sary of the Spruce Goose’s 
one-and-only flight.

Evergreen is in partnership 
with the Carlton Observatory, 
which provides hands-on experi-
ences and special events at the 
space museum.

Evergreen showcases plenty to 
see and do for a wide variety of 
tastes, from the ardent aviation 
aficionado to the swim-crazed 
eight-year-old at the Wings and 

Waves Waterpark. (The water-
park and large-screen theater 
have separate admissions). 

The 300-acre property is 
home to numerous public 
events, including the spring 
McMinnville Wine and Food 
Classic and the annual Interna-
tional Air Show, scheduled this 
year in October. The interior of 
the aviation and space build-
ings, and the expansive mu-
seum grounds, have emerged 
in recent years as the go-to 
location for fun runs, music and 
art events, and more

On the other end of Mc-
Minnville, the Yamhill County 
Heritage Center is a hub of 
local history and home to a 
transplanted schoolhouse, a 
vintage sawmill, a blacksmith 
shop and myriad pieces of 
antique farm equipment and 
other transportation vehicles. 

The site also houses some 
10,000 artifacts of local his-
tory on rotational display. 

In addition, the heritage 
center hosts educational 
programs for children and 
several special public events 
each year, such as Farm Fest 
and Plowing Competition 
(April), Hay Day/Play Day 
(June), Harvest Fest (August), 
plus a vintage baseball game 
(September).

The area’s newest mu-
seum, Chachalu Museum 
and Cultural Center in Grand 
Ronde, presents exhibits 
curated by tribal staff cel-
ebrating history, stories and 
impacts of tribes and bands 
of the Confederated Tribes of 
Grand Ronde.

Admission to Chachalu 
is free, and donations are 
accepted. Permanent and 
rotating exhibits are also 
on display, including bead 
work, basketry and canoes, 
and information about food 
sources and other lore. 
Exhibits include photos and 
text describing the history 

Past Present
History alive and well in Yamhill Valley

of the Kalapuya land and the 
formation of Confederated 
Tribes of the Grand Ronde, 
its history, and the legal and 
social changes affecting 
indigenous peoples stemming 
from European exploration 
and domination. One feature 
is a panoramic depiction of 
the extent of the ancient Mis-
soula Floods on what is today 
the Willamette Valley.

In Newberg, the Hoover-
Minthorn House, was the 
childhood home of Herbert 
Hoover, the nation’s 31st 
president. Hoover lived there 
from 1885 to 1891 with his 
uncle and aunt, John and 
Laura Minthorn, adminis-
trators of the local Quaker 
middle school. The Italianate-
style structure, built in 1881, 
was restored and opened to 
the public in 1955, and has 
been furnished with late 19th 
century accents.

The West Valley has two 
spots to relish the past. The 
Willamina Museum of Local 
History, occupying a former 
church built in 1877, serves 
the community as a place to 
share the past and to fulfill 
the Willamina Historical 
group’s operating slogan, 
“History has no meaning un-
less it’s shared.” The museum 
features a growing collection 
of local genealogical material 
and Timbertown tales. The 
Sheridan Museum of History 
also offers a collection of 
artifacts and more. 

LEFT: A youngster enjoys a stagecoach 
ride during Harvest Fest, one of many an-
nual events at the Yamhill Valley Historical 
Museum that celebrate the region’s rich 
agricultural history.

PHOTO BY RACHEL THOMPSON
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By YVVG STAFF

Walking is a sure way 
to relieve the cares 
of the day, soak up 
some vitamin D, and 

enjoy fresh air and exercise, 
as well as a lovely preface or 
follow-up to a fine meal or 
evening of music or theater. 
Members of the News-Register 
news staff discuss a few favor-
ite walking routes, both urban 
and rural, at six locations that 
are easy to get to and, except 
where noted, free. — Kirby 
Neumann-Rea

A CARLTON RAMBLE

 I love the city-country 
mix of walking in Carlton: 
Watching yards change with 
the seasons, monitoring the 
progress of construction 
projects, seeing what’s swim-
ming in the little creek on the 
east side of town and viewing 
the vistas of hills and fields. A 
favorite route takes me north 
on Fourth Street from Main, 
exchanging greetings with 
two big dogs who are always 
alone in their yard, then three 
more who spent time outside 
with their owner (I greet him, 
too), then into a bit of country 
before I reach a relatively new 
subdivision. I walk east on 
Johnson Street, then south 
on Seventh, passing a com-
munity park before I arrive at 
a little bridge over the creek. 
On summer mornings, I see 

nutria napping on the banks. 
A couple more blocks takes 
me back to Main, where I turn 
west toward downtown; keep 
walking and you’ll find the 
gift shops, restaurants and 
wine tasting rooms. — Starla 
Pointer

RIVERSIDE SIDEWALK

My newest walking route 
takes me to work, although 
you could walk it any time. 

I disembark from the Yam-
hill Transit bus at Lafayette 
Avenue and Riverside Drive, 
then head east to Miller 
Street. The route measured .8 
miles on my vehicle’s odom-
eter, although the first time I 
walked it, in heavy fog, it felt 
longer. Now, as I think more 
about the interesting build-
ings and beautiful country-
side, rather than about my 
feet, it feels good. The route 
passes the dog park, so there 
are usually some friendly 
greetings as I go by; then 
YCAP, McMinnville Water & 
Light, McMinnville CrossFit 
gym and several manufactur-
ing businesses. If I kept walk-
ing, instead of going to work, 
I’d really feel as if I were out 
in the country as Riverside 
winds past small farms and 
other residences. I’m look-
ing forward to nicer weather, 
when I may see colorful hot 
air balloons from Vista Bal-
loon Adventures heading our 
way. — Starla Pointer

LINFIELD WELLNESS TRAIL, 

This trail, at 1.1 miles, is 
open to the public and popular 
with walkers and runners, and 
wide enough to accommodate 
plenty of traffic. Yet it often 
feels secluded, like you have 
the whole trail to yourself.  
This flat and, mostly, dry trail 
is open to anyone, and can be 
approached either at a small 
parking area on Booth Bend 
Road or on the northeast side 
of the trail, on Keck Avenue on 
the Linfield campus. (Benches 
are provided but no water or 
toilets.) A third of the route 
is tree covered but the rest 
is open. On warm days take 
the counter-clockwise route 
and enjoy the shady pines 
and maples on the last half of 
the route. Another idea is to 
incorporate the trail with a 
general campus walk. If you 
need refreshment, Albertsons 
and other retail are on the 
north side of the route and a 
key amenity is the “art walk” 
at the university’s Miller Art 
Center, on the northeastern 
section of the trail. This makes 

it a satisfying urban walk with 
both human and natural ap-
peal. — Kirby Neumann-Rea

MILLER WOODS

For a pure dose of acces-
sible nature, Miller Woods 
Conservation Area, six miles 
west of McMinnville, is prime 
walking territory with ponds, 
streams, native plants, birds 
and other wildlife. Day pass for 
one vehicle is $5. Owned and 
operated by Yamhill County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, the 130-acre site 
offers varied trail loops that 
pass through oak savannah 
land and a hayfield, as well as 
deeper into the woods, with 
mild and steep slopes that 
give the feel of being in the 
middle of the Coast Range. 
The longest route, called Outer 
Loop, measures 4.5 miles. Or, 
start with the short Discovery 
Loop around a large pond, 
active with wildlife. It’s just 
down the slope from the park-
ing area. (Volunteers built a 
modern restroom facility last 
year, replacing porta-potties.) 
The area was bequeathed by 

ABOVE: A couple of locals take a leisurely stroll along the trails at Miller Woods.

Explore

Walks We Like 
Follow Your Feet

Frieda and K.T. Miller in 2004. 
Note that no bikes or dogs are 
allowed, and the site closes at 
dusk. Sturdy shoes are recom-
mended. Also, groups of 10 or 
more are asked to make res-
ervations; details at yamhills-
wcd.org/miller-woods. To get 
to Miller Woods, take Baker 
Creek Road west and turn 
on Northwest Orchard View 
Drive. — Kirby Neumann-Rea

HOSPITAL TRACK

The Willamette Valley 
Medical Center all-weather 
track, located on the south 
side of the McMinnville hos-
pital property offers a perfect 
location to get some steps in 

no matter what the weather 
is, because you’re walking 
on a rubberized surface. It’s 
a quarter-mile oval. My first 
experience using the track 
came after undergoing a total 
hip replacement procedure. 
It was good physical therapy. 
What I further like about the 
track is that it’s available for 
use day and night. The Baker 
Field track, located on North-
east Evans Street, across from 
McMinnville High School, was 
once an option 24/7. No more, 
as hours of use are now more 
restricted. If after finishing up 
on the hospital track, you can 
always continue your walk by 
establishing a personal route 

Explore Directory
AMY AND REBA’S DAY DRINKING 
WINE TOURS
650-922-7900
www.driveyou2drink.com

CHEHALEM GLENN GOLF 
COURSE
Newberg 
503-538-5800 

CHEHALEM PARK & REC 
DISTRICT
Newberg • 503-554-0283 

ART HARVEST STUDIO TOUR
artharveststudiotour.org

Welcome to the 30th year of the Art 
Harvest Studio Tour. Each year, nearly 
50 talented artists open their studios 
to more than 1000 visitors from 
throughout Oregon during the first 
two weekends in October. Attendees 
meet the artists in their working 
environments while supporting their 
livelihood through the purchase of the 
artwork. Visitors gain appreciation of 
artists’ unique creative processes as 
they tour the studios. The tour gener-
ates significant ancillary business 
activity because visitors stay, shop, 
and dine throughout the county over 
the six day event. The success of the 
Art Harvest Studio Tour is made pos-
sible through corporate and private 
contributions, and the sale of entry 
buttons.

CITY OF SHERIDAN 
120 S.W. Mill St.
Sheridan • 503-843-2347 
www.CityofSheridanOr.com

CITY OF WILLAMINA
503-876-2242
www.willaminaoregon.gov

CONFEDERATED TRIBES 
OF GRAND RONDE 
Grand Ronde 
www.GrandRonde.org 

GALLERY BALLET & TAP
McMinnville
503-472-4886 

GRANARY DISTRICT
McMinnville
Between 5th and 10th at Alpine

MICHELBOOK COUNTRY CLUB 
1301 Michelbook Lane
McMinnville 
503-472-2129 
www.Michelbook.com

VISTA BALLOON ADVENTURES 
Newberg • 503-625-7385
www.vistaballoon.com

DISCOVER DAYTON
daytonoregon.gov
@cityofdaytonor

Join us for fun all year long in charming 
Downtown Dayton! Founded in 1850, 
our town has a rich pioneer history 
with 41 places on the National Historic 
Registry. Visitors and residents 
alike � ock to our downtown town 
square park, which is surrounded by 
shops, cafés, restaurants, and wine 
tasting rooms. Just o�  of Hwy 18, 
Downtown Dayton is easy to access 
and with events and activities all year 
round, you’ll love to stay and stroll 
for an afternoon or a weekend. We 
look forward to welcoming you to 
Downtown Dayton!

WINGS & A PRAYER ALPACAS 
18100 S. Highway 99W
Amity • 503-310-9367  
www.WingsAndAPrayerAlpacas.com

CRUISING MCMINNVILLE™
Downtown Third Street

McMinnville 
www.CruisingMcMinnville.com

Cruising McMinnville™️ is a team of 
volunteers working in partnership 
with the City of McMinnville and 
other local organizations to bring 
a safe & fun event to downtown 
McMinnville, Oregon that includes a 
car show and cruise on the 4th Sat-
urday in August each year. Cruising 
McMinnville™️ is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization that is staffed entirely 
by volunteers with the goal of giving 
back to our community. We thank you 
in advance for being a part of Cruising 
McMinnville. Contact us if you are 
interested in participating, volunteer-
ing, or sponsoring this event.

that takes you across the hos-
pital property, which is quite 
expansive. — Paul Daquilante

JOE DANCER PARK

The Joe Dancer loops might 
offer the perfect lunch-hour 
hike. Close to downtown, the 
park is ideal in summer as 
portions of the trail are shaded 
by the wide and low-hanging 
branches of maple and fir 
trees, including the stretches 
near the Yamhill River. This 
flat trail, mostly wood-chip 
surface with some grassy 
stretches, is well-maintained 
by the city of McMinnville. 
There’s essentially two loops: 
the south one that goes around 

the Drew Gary Ottley Memo-
rial Skatepark and the softball 
diamonds, and the north loop, 
taking in the Rotary Wetland 
Park. Take a picnic and rest at 
one of the unusual metal pic-
nic tables along the trail, and 
listen to extensive birdsong. 
Worth viewing en route is the 
“Power of Play” mural done by 
Mac High art students in 2022. 
In July and August, Joe Dancer 
is also great blackberry-pick-
ing territory. The parking lots 
near the south entrance, at the 
skatepark, and in the center 
of the park provide excellent 
trail access. — Kirby Neumann-
Rea 
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438 NE 3rd St, McMinnville | 503.472.3702
 | hopscotchtoys.com

All the Best Toys — from Retro Favorites, to the Newest Trends!
Enjoy a huge candy offering & complimentary gift wrap.

Hop on in to your Neighborhood Toy Store.

ABOVE: Oregon Olive Mill tasting at Red 
Ridge Farms in Dayton.
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Shop

Talking Shop 
An Eclectic Array of Bustling Businesses

By Hillary Berg

We’ve got great taste 
here in the Yamhill 
Valley, and it’s not 
only for food and 

beverages. Thoughtful shops 
dotting charming down-
towns are filled with trea-
sures waiting to be found.  
Chic boutiques and classic 
small-town retailers form the 
backbone of each main street 
showing personality and 
pizazz, too. 

In McMinnville, you’ll find 
a couple rare places for towns 
of any size: a bookseller, Third 
Street Books, and an inde-
pendent toy store, Hopscotch 
Toys. In addition, upscale 
clothiers, natural grocers, jew-
elers, knitting and art supply 

stores, décor depots, as well 
as fine art galleries and other 
cool companies make for busy 
days of browsing and buying.  

For those in search of lost 
gems, you’ll want to explore 
the eclectic antique stores 
within every town, with the 
Lafayette Schoolhouse An-
tique Mall at the top of that 
list; for gently used clothes 
and housewares, head to 
Simple Needs in the same 
area, Lucky Finds in Newberg 
or down the road in McMin-
nville, where New to You and 
Mac Rack have been outfit-
ting customers and their 
homes for years at reason-
able prices. 

Fill your tummies and 
shopping bags with artisan 
goodies, too. Who doesn’t 

love condiments? Check out 
Third Street Oil & Vinegar in 
McMinnville and Red Ridge 
Farms in the Dundee Hills 
for serious olive oil tastings; 
then, hop over to Carlton for 
sweet and savory samples 
from Republic of Jam. 

These represent only a 
few of the fantastic shops 
you’ll find in the area, so get 
out there and explore all the 
stores and more. 

What’s Your Pleasure? 
You Can Find it all in Yamhill Valley

CRAFTY

Boersma’s Sewing in McMinnville is 
a quilter’s paradise with so many fab-
rics on display and inspiration hang-
ing in the windows. The Merri Artist 
just down the street is yet another 
destination for the creative crowd.
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ANTIQUE

Find treasures you seek and ones you 
didn’t know you needed at Lafayette 
Schoolhouse Antique Mall via mul-
tiple vendors on multiple floors. One 
town over, the McMinnville Antiques 
Mall also delights with bygone buys. 
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LOCAL PRIDE

Show your love of the Valley with 
Type A Press garb at Nash & Nichol 
in McMinnville. Other places for 
tourist take-homes include Oregon 
Stationers, also in Mac, as well as 
The Violet Rose in Carlton. 
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FRESH

Bloom where you’re planted, or visit 
Yamhill Valley for a beautiful bouquet 
of flowers from The Rainflower in 
Amity and Poseyland Florist in Mc-
Minnville. Both promise splashes of 
color and the sweetest of scents. 
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SHINY

Go for the gold — or silver — at 
Susan Goodwin Jewelry Studio or 
longtime merchant Timmreck & Mc-
Nicol Jewelers, both in McMinnville. 
Find the perfect heirloom at a variety 
of shops eager to make you shine.  
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DELICIOUS

Tickle your tastebuds in McMinnville 
at NW Food & Gifts and Eola Crest 
Cattle 71X Farmstore. Stop by Park-
way Foods, also in Mac, for treats for 
those with food allergies; stay for the 
store’s housemade split pea soup.
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Shop Directory

Amity           

THE RAINFLOWER
Amity
503-435-8589 

Lafayette
LAFAYETTE SCHOOLHOUSE 
ANTIQUE MALL
748 3rd Street
Lafayette
503-864-2720
www.myantiquemall.com

McMinnville            
BOERSMA’S SEWING
McMinnville 
503-472-4611 

DAVISON AUTO PARTS
McMinnville 
503-472-6114 

HARVEST FRESH GROCERY 
& DELI
251 N.E. Third Street 
McMinnville 
503-472-5740 
www.HarvestFresh.com

HOPSCOTCH TOYS & GAMES
McMinnville 
www.hopscotchtoys.com

CHUCK COLVIN 
FORD NISSAN

1925 N. Hwy. 99W, McMinnville 
503-472-6124  · 800-223-5099 

www.ColvinAuto.com

Logo

Welcome to Chuck Colvin Ford 
Nissan! Located in McMinnville, OR. 
Chuck Colvin is proud to be one of the 
premier dealerships in the area. From 
the moment you walk into our show-
room, you’ll know our commitment to 
Customer Service is second to none. 
We strive to make your experience 
with Chuck Colvin a good one – for 
the life of your vehicle. Whether you 
need to Purchase, Finance, or Service 
a New or Pre-Owned Ford, you’ve 
come to the right place! 

71X FARMSTORE  
& MEATSHOP AT 

EOLA CREST CATTLE
7140 S.E. Booth Bend Rd., McMinnville 

503-857-3027 
www.EolaCrestCattle.com

At our well stocked farmstore just a 
few minutes from downtown McMin-
nville you’ll find over 45 cuts of beef 
from cattle locally born and raised on 
our family farm. We also sell poultry, 
pork, lamb, rabbit, and eggs as well 
as other local staples like produce, 
milk, and cheese. We have a unique 
selection of kitchen items and other 
local goods including our tallow 
soaps, family recipe dry rubs, hand 
harvested teas, spices, candles, gifts 
and more. You can also opt to stay at 
our Farmhouse B&B where you can 
enjoy everything the farm life has to 
offer. Be sure to stop by and say hello 
to Petey the Donkey who loves visi-
tors as much as we do.

INNER OASIS MIND, BODY, 
SPIRIT   
McMinnville 
503-435-7335 

OREGON STATIONERS/ 
COPY CABANA
McMinnville 
503-472-5181 

SHOEMATES  
FOOTWEAR & REPAIR
540 N.E. Ford St., McMinnville 

503-474-3933 
www.ShoematesMac.com

Shoemates Footwear continues to 
be dedicated to providing you with 
value-for-dollar footwear and repairs 
that prove their worth. We offer 
custom sit-and-fit sizing in shoes 
and socks and insoles and other shoe 
gear. Stay tuned and please contact 
us about our products and how they 
fit into your space! Take life one 
confident step at a time.

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER
170 N.E. Hwy 99W, McMinnville 

503-472-4668 
www.LesSchwab.com

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit 
in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore 
eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur 
sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, 
sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt 
mollit anim id est laborum.ugiat nulla 
pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat 
cupidatat non proident.

SOURCE FARMS
15713 OR 47
Yamhill 
503-730-7535

TIMMRECK & McNICOL  
JEWELERS 
McMinnville 
503-472-6812 

TYPE A PRESS
628 N.E. Fourth Street 
McMinnville
971-237-1400
www.TypeAPress.com

TOP SHELF CANNABIS
353 S.E. Baker St., Ste. C, McMinnville 

503-472-2405 
TopShelfCannabisMcMinnville.com

Here at Top Shelf Cannabis our goal 
is to give our customers access to the 
largest selection of high quality can-
nabis at a price that doesn’t break the 
bank. Our staff is trained to provide 
the best service to make your experi-
ence the best it could possibly be. 

McMINNVILLE NEWBERG DUNDEE

LAFAYETTE
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By YVVG Staff

At one of McMinnville’s 
busiest intersections, 
the downtown gateway 

of Third and Baker streets, 
brightly-colored hand-painted 
signs give visitors a basic orien-
tation to town. 

Arrows and classic pointed 
fingers indicate “Hospital,” 
“Police Dept.,” “Fire Dept.” “Air 
Museum,” “Public Library,” 
“Antiques” and “Park.” Mounted 
prominently on the east and 
west sides of the intersection, 
they are courtesy of Boersma’s 
Sewing Center. Originally done 
by Rod Axtell around 2000, 
the signs were repainted in 

April 2021 by Colt Bowen of 
McMinnville.

The nostalgic signs are 
a whimsical nod to simpler 
times, and are works of art in 
themselves.

In a city already replete 
with excellent outdoor art, 
new murals are set to be 
revealed in 2022. One on Cowls 
Street will play tribute to the 
late Rose Marie Caughran, a 
former librarian and longtime 
beautification volunteer. It 
will be a well-deserved tribute 
for a woman who once guided 
an OPB Oregon Art Beat on a 
tour of McMinnville’s public 
art on display, which can be 
viewed any time with lights for 

nighttime exploring.
Treasured McMinnville cul-

tural traditions are scheduled 
to debut or make full returns in 
2022. Mark your calendars for 
the UFO Festival in May; Art 
Harvest Studio Tour the first 
two weekends in October; and 
the Camas Festival, also in May 
5. Organized by the Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Grand Ronde 
and Linfield University, the 
celebration of the native plant 
will take place in Linfield’s oak 
grove.

The Evergreen Aviation & 
Space Museum, home to a 
renowned collection of planes, 
spacecraft, artifacts and more, 
reopened fulltime in mid-2021, 

marking its 20th year. The 
museum plans a November 
celebration to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the inaugural 
— and only — flight of the 
historic Spruce Goose, the 
museum’s marquee feature. 
Evergreen showcases plenty to 
see and do for a wide variety 
of tastes, from the ardent avia-
tion aficionado to the swim-
crazed eight-year-old at the 
Wings and Waves Waterpark. 
The 300-acre property is home 
to numerous public events, 
including the spring McMin-
nville Wine + Food Classic and 
the annual International Air 
Show in August. Evergreen 
organizers are in the process of 
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McMinnville

The Charmed Life 
Visitors quickly learn why locals love their hometown

“reimaging the museum” with 
new educational programs and 
updates to exhibits and inter-
pretive materials.

Steep in pre-aviation Yam-
hill County at the Yamhill Val-
ley Heritage Center, just south 
of McMinnville on Highway 18. 
The area’s timber and farming 
history is on full display, along 
with local artifacts such as the 
1901 Ford driven across the 
Coast Range in 1903 — a two-
day trip at the time.

After taking in the museum 
exhibits, or following an urban 
wine tour, a good meal and 
downtown stroll are in order. 

One of the city’s biggest 
champions is local realtor Beth 
Caster, who posts daily on the 
I Love Third Street Facebook 
page, usually starting by listing 
the day’s soup specials at The 
Sage.

“McMinnville is small 
enough for people to care 

about each other and take care 
of each other,” she said.

She also contributes to 
McMinnville’s economy by 
supporting other businesses, 
especially the small stores and 
eateries started and operated 
by her fellow residents.

“I try my best to buy local,” 
she said. “If we don’t spend our 
dollars locally, how can they 
survive and thrive?”

She said she feels over-
whelmed in a big box store. 
“But when I walk into Accesso-
ry Appeal,” she said. “Hollyann 
(Finch, the owner) or Stepha-
nie (Johnson, the manager) 
says, ‘this just came in; we 
think you’ll like it!’”

Likewise, she is greeted 
warmly at Alchemist’s Jam 
for a biscuit with her favorite 
Marionberry jam, or at Harvest 
Fresh, where she takes her own 
container to hold deli salad.

Nothing beats hometown 

Cherrywood Memory Care is an assisted 
living community that specializes in caring 
for adults who have Alzheimer’s disease 
and related forms of dementia.

Fircrest Senior Living is an assisted living 
community that specializes in off ering 
assisted living for adults who need 
assistance with activities of daily living and 
adults who have Alzheimer’s disease and 
related forms of dementia.

Maple Valley Memory Care is an assisted 
living community that specializes in 
caring for adults who have behavioral 
challenges due to Alzheimer’s disease 
or other forms of dementia. Maple 
Valley also off ers independent living 
apartments for adults age 55+.

2750 NE Doran Drive McMinnville, OR 
97128 • 503.857.0338
thecherrywoodmemorycare.com

213 NE Fircrest Drive McMinnville, OR 
97128 • 503.472.2200
fi rcrestliving.com

219 NE Fircrest Drive McMinnville, OR 
97128 • 503.883-9385
maplevalleycare.com

1100 NE Lafayette Ave. 
service@jwcarstar.com 
503-472-0328

J&W CARSTAR  
Collision Repair Center

JWCARSTAR.COM
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ABOVE: McMinnville’s new “Art Alley,” 
which runs between Davis and Evans 
streets and Third and Fourth.
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428 NE 3rd • McMinnville
503-472-6812

www.TMJMac.com

New Hours 
Tues - Sat: 11-6Tues - Sat: 11-6

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E RV E  ™

M A S T E R JEWELER

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E RV E  ™

M A S T E R JEWELER

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E RV E  ™

M A S T E R JEWELER

Yamhill County’s only full service 
JEWELER/GEMOLOGISTS

and Giftware Store

Yamhill County’s only full service 
JEWELER/GEMOLOGISTS

Your Antwerp Your Antwerp 
diamond Centerdiamond Center

McMinnville

service, she said. A clerk in a 
chain store looks at a com-
puter, she said, while a local 
business looks at a person.

When potential real estate 
customers come to visit, she 
takes them to the farmers 
market, as well as to look at 
properties for sale. She recalled 
one couple from a large city.

“He came back with beets, 
and he was in tears,” she said, 
remembering the man’s amaze-
ment and happiness. “‘Look, 
there’s dirt on them!’ he told 
me. ‘The only vegetables we see 
at home are in plastic boxes,’” 
she said

Caster, who recently re-
ceived a volunteer award from 
the McMinnville Downtown 
Association, is on the farmers 
market’s steering committee 
and has been a sponsor for 
many years.

National recognition has 
become the norm in down-
town. Most recently, McMin-
nville was a finalist nominee in 
the “Readers’Choice: Best Main 
Streets” award offeered by USA 
Today.

While it didn’t finish first 
in that one, Doris Towery, 
director of the McMinnville 
Downtown Association, thinks 
it should have.

“This is a beautiful, vibrant 
downtown, one of the most 
vibrant around,” she said.

She cited the diversity of 
businesses on and near Third 
Street and the broad range of 
community events held there, 
from Cruising McMinnville 
to the Farmers Market to the 
UFO Festival and Mac Fresco, 
formerly Dine Out(side).

“It’s charming, warm and 
interesting,” she said, adding 
that it’s a historic district with 

well-kept vintage buildings.
Third Street also “feels 

intimate,” Towery said, and it’s 
easy to walk the entire street, 
view public art, have a bite or 
a sip of wine and find a unique 
gift to take home.

Third Street and McMin-
nville as a whole have won 
numerous honors in the past, 
including first runner up in 
Parade Magazine’s 2014 “Best 
Main Street” contest and nu-
merous mentions on “Best of ” 
lists in Sunset magazine and 
national wine publications.

Lights abound on Third 
Street during the now-familiar 
summer downtown scene Dine 
Out(Side), ( June–September), 
which started in 2020 to give 
ample outdoor options to 
patrons of restaurants, brewer-
ies and wine bars. Third Street 
closes to traffic, letting res-
taurants spread out. This year, 
during Mac Fresco — formally 
known as Dine Out(Side) — 
there is more live music along 
Third Street, building on the 
success of portable stages in 
previous years. The summer 

weekend series transforms 
the leafy and inviting Third 
Street into an even more festive 
scene, Thursday–Saturday, 
most of the summer, adding 
Sundays in mid-summer.

Speaking of lighting, MDA 
this winter turned a Travel 
Oregon grant into new “pas-
sageway” illumination between 
Second and Fourth streets on 
Cowls, Davis and Ford streets, 
giving pedestrians a more com-
fortable way around the busy 
downtown core after dark.

For a pre- or post-prandial 
stroll, pick up an art map or 
just start walking in any direc-
tion: around the library, along 
Second Street, and certainly 
along Third. Along the way, 
you’ll find sculptures, carv-
ings or murals on nearly every 
block. The Benjamin Franklin 
bench at Third and Cowls 
remains a favorite McMin-
nville photo-op, and Abraham 
Lincoln by the same artist, 
Gary Lee Price, can be found 
a few blocks away at the Com-
munity Center. Discover more 
murals and sculptures via Visit 
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On the Lookout
As of 2019, Oregon 
ranks No. 6 for the 
most bigfoot sight-

ings in the U.S. 
Yamhill County has 

officially had one re-
ported sighting; while 

Clackamas County 
has the most with 27 

sightings.

Located on Third Street, in the heart 
of historic downtown McMinnville!

We’ve got you covered for whatever you need. 
Specializing in custom gifts, printing, and signs. 

Offering office supplies, stationery and  
greeting cards, and so much more!

Check us out!

217 NE 3rd Street, McMinnville 
503.472.5181|oregonstationers.biz Since 1896!

McMinnville
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MCMINNVILLE
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NEWBERG
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STEVE’S AUTO SERVICESTEVE’S AUTO SERVICE
Domestic & Import Repair • Transmission & Clutch • Tires & Brakes 

Muffl er & Exhaust • Electrical • Oil Change

Serving Yamhill County since 2001
www.napaautocare.com

1925 N. HWY 99W, MCMINNVILLE | 503-472-6124

Chuck Colvin Ford Nissan
“Big Enough To Serve You, Small Enough To Care!”

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.COLVINAUTO.COM

McMinnville’s exhaustive 2019 
art map; it is available and 
accurate, though due for an 
update this year.

The passageways are one 
more definition of McMinnville 
as a welcoming city for walk-
ing. Urban treks of note include 
Galen McBee Airport Park, a 
quiet forest loop with — here’s 
the art again — rock sculp-
tures; take Highway 18 east and 
look for signs near the airport, 
which the park abuts.

Third Street can serve as a 
walker’s base. Heading west: 
Stroll past the library and pool, 
through the McMinnville City 
Park, with several walking loops 
including one with remnants of 
McMinnville’s historic grist mill 
and first swimming pool, and 
interpretive signs. The “lower” 
(western) part of the park offers 
a network of short trails fanning 
out from a wide picnic area with 
plenty of tables, and room to 

throw a Frisbee.
Heading east: From down-

town, you don’t have to turn 
around at the railroad tracks. 
Keep going a block or two and 
angle north and east via Fifth 
and Galloway, or turn at Third 
and Irvine toward the Granary 
District/Alpine Avenue area, 
where breweries, tasting rooms, 
coffee shops, restaurants and 
more amenities await, along 
with raised gardens featuring 
edible herbs — feel free to taste 
the basil or tomatoes, or take 
sprig of lavender. 

In October, parts of the 
Granary District, home to 
several wineries, closes to vehicle 
traffic as it buzzes with harvest 
and crush activities, but it does 
remain open to pedestrians, via 
Fifth Street between the R. Stuart 
and Buchanan Cellers buildings. 
Crush is an integral and exciting 
part of the life and times of living 
in wine country. 

Now You Know

The 90-ton Erratic 
Rock, located off 

Highway 18 between 
McMinnville and Sher-
idan, floated over 500 

miles in an iceberg 
12,000 to 17,000 year 

ago. Visitors at Er-
ratic Rock can look out 
across the vast land-

scape and imagine the 
huge amount of water 

that filled the Willa-
mette Valley during 
the Ice Age Floods.

Despite its nickname, 
the Spruce Goose, 

the Hughes Hercules 
H-4 flying boat was 
actually built mostly 

of birch.
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By Charlotte Abramson

Coming around the bend 
at Rex Hill Winery on 
Highway 99W, visitors 

get a sneak peek into the riches 
of Newberg, a city surrounded 
by green vineyards and forested 
hills. A welcoming place, the 
community embodies its entry-
sign message: “A great place to 
grow.”

Whether tourists are look-
ing for wine tasting, dining 
out, historical tours or cultural 
endeavors, Newberg has it all. 
Mayor Rick Rogers, who moved 
to Newberg 20 years ago with 
his family, has witnessed the 
growth of the wine industry 
and the accompanying culinary 
offerings.

Chehalem Valley Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Direc-
tor Scott Parker also invites 
everyone for a visit. “What 
attracted me to Newberg was 
how beautiful it was. I really 
liked the lush green beauty of 
the Pacific Northwest. It’s been 

a very welcoming and sup-
portive community for me and 
my family after relocating from 
Colorado after 25 years.” 

Newberg is home to many 
well-established fine dining res-
taurants, including The Painted 
Lady on College Street and Jory, 
located inside the Allison Inn 
& Spa. In the last year, Rosma-
rino Osteria Italiana opened 
downtown, featuring northern 
Italian cuisine served during 
five-course dinners paired 
with wines from surrounding 
vineyards. 

“Newberg is an up-and-com-
ing wine region that is growing 
each year,” said Rosmarino 
co-owner Sheena Pisoni. “It has 
some of the best Pinot Noir in 
the world. You can experience 
big commercial producers to 
small mom-and-pop producers 
where the winemakers serve 
you their thoughtful master-
pieces.” Newberg is “a place for 
anyone who loves food and 
wine,” Pisoni said.

Tasting rooms within city 

limited include Chehalem 
Winery, Artisanal Wine 
Cellars, Anam Cara, Distaff, 
among others. Adventuring 
into the hills around Newberg 
will unveil a handful of tasting 
rooms overlooking the city and 
vineyards beyond.

The city is also home to 
George Fox University, one 
of the Northwest’s premier 
Christian colleges, as well as 
a handful of art galleries and 
boutiques. First Friday ART-
walk remains a prime opportu-
nity to engage with local artists 
and visit local businesses.

The Chehalem Cultural 
Center also features art with 
works by local and student 
artists. The city treasure  hosts 
programs for both children and 

TOP: A bluegrass jam at Wolves & People 
farmhouse brewery. LEFT: Chefs at work 
in the kitchen of The Jory restaurant at 
the Allison Inn & Spa.

adults, and is a hub for annual 
events such as Old Fashioned 
Days, the Camellia Festival — 
celebrating pan-Asian culture 
— and the Oregon Truffle 
Festival Market, as well as 
Tunes on Tuesday, a summer 
music series.

On the Willamette River just 
outside town, Rogers Landing 
offers a dock and launch and 
hosts the annual Memorial 
Weekend Boat Races. The city’s 
parks program also features 
a disc golf course and several 
Heritage Trails.

Newberg offers two classic 
ways to go to the movies: the 
99W Drive-In, one of a few still 
operating in the state and The 
Cameo, a vintage indoor the-
ater with cool movie memora-
bilia on the second floor.  

 Taste Newberg, the of-
ficial online visitors guide for 
Newberg provides an in-depth 
walk-through of all of the 
potential adventures for arriv-
ing visitors, including  over 60 
wineries and the Allison Inn & 
Spa. 
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Newberg
Gateway to Great 

City Welcomes Visitors to Wine Country

can participate in a digital 
“passport” to win prizes. Visit 
traveldundeeoregon.com for a 
downloadable map, and look 
for information on overnight 
accommodations. Also sign up 
for a Third Thursday Passport, 
with holders eligible for prizes.. 

Looking ahead, the city 
has created a master plan for 
a 360-acre parcel named The 
Riverside District, situated 
southeast between the city and 
Willamette River. Plans will ac-
commodate future residential 
and commercial growth while 
also providing plenty of parks 
and a trail network.

In 2022, the city began 
working on a plan for pro-
tecting riparian habitats for 
waterways in the city. Keeping 
stream and river water shaded 
helps to keep the water cooler 
and more habitable for fish 
and other aquatic animals. 
The city continues to work on 

developing its plans to restore 
public access to the Willamette 
Riverfront, and to add connec-
tors between existing trails in 
the city, and is developing an 
ordinance to protect existing 
riparian areas and wetlands, 
and to restore damaged ones. 

All that work will enhance 
visits to some of the Valley’s 
most renowned wineries along 
Dundee’s main street.

Lodging is another feature: 
In addition, the Dundee Hotel, 
with its own assortment of 
tasting rooms on the ground 
floor, there are multiple bed 
and breakfasts located in the 
immediate area, along with 
numerous vacation rentals.

Briar Rose Creamery, an 
award-winning artisan cheese 
company, makes its home in 
Dundee, along with more wine 
country dining staples such as 
Tina’s, Trellis, Wooden Heart, 
Dundee Bistro and Red Hills 
Market. La Sierra Mexican Grill 
& Lounge and Jin’s Chinese Res-
taurant offer family-friendly and 
delicious dining in addition. 

By YVVG Staff

Dundee continues its 
quest to make itself a 
prime tourist destina-

tion, from its charming hotel 
at the south end of town and 
numerous bed and break-
fasts, to its rolling hillsides of 
vineyards, to the restaurants 
and wine-tasting shops in and 
around town.

In 2003, the city’s tour-
ism organization launched a 
monthly celebration of all the 
city has to offer.

Dundee’s Vino & Vibes 
event, aka Third Thursday, 
started as the vision of a local 
group of businesses and citi-
zens, conceived to showcase 
regional art, and to activate 
Dundee’s newly walkable 
downtown and new city park, 
according to event committee 
member Sondra Storm.

“With 16 businesses and 
wine tasting rooms in Dundee 
hosting over 30 artists and mu-
sicians, food trucks and more, 
the first three events were bus-
tling,” Storm said. “With plans 

for salsa dancing, yoga, games, 
music, art, food vendors and 
surely more wine, Vino & Vibes 
is just getting started,” she said. 

Supported by Oregon’s Wine 
Country License Plate Match 
grant program, the walks are 
free of charge and attendees 

LEFT and ABOVE: Games, wine tasting 
and more is happening every Third 
Thursday in Dundee during Vino & 
Vibes.
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Dundee

Cool Comforts 
City Upgrades Bolster Visitor Ease
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By YVVG STAFF

Lafayette is synony-
mous with Oregon’s 
past, dating before 

statehood.
Founded in 1846, the 

town began as a trading and 
agricultural center, stocking 
supplies sent to California 
goldfields. Today, it is seeing 
growth in population and 
amenities and is becoming a 
regional hub for antiques.

Lafayette is within a short 
driving distance to numer-
ous wineries, and bed and 
breakfasts, and minutes away 
from McMinnville, Dayton 
and Newberg-Dundee.

The town’s centerpiece is 
the Lafayette Schoolhouse 
Antique Mall and adjoining 
Groovy Mart (in the former 
gymnasium). Built in 1912, 
the Lafayette Schoolhouse 
became its current incarna-
tion in 1988 and has been a 
Yamhill County attraction 
since. With upwards of 15,000 
square feet of stall space and 
110 store spaces, the mall 
offers antiques as well as 
contemporary, vintage and re-
purposed options. Stop by the 
wine store, vintage sports or 
music stores or furnish your 
sanctuary at the Man Cave or 
She Shed stores. There are also 
smaller antique outlets along 
Highway 99 providing even 
more selection.

For culinary options, La-
fayette offers several Mexican 
restaurants including Martha’s 
Tacos, Carniceria Abastos, 
and El Toro, whose salsa is a 
favorite of City Administra-
tor Branden Dross. Recently 
opened Hamblin Eatery serves 
handmade pastas, thin-crust 
pizza and classic sandwiches. 
The Roadhouse is an upbeat 
tavern with a wide tap list. 
Also new in town is Cafeyette, 
serving up the best coffee in 
Yamhill County according to 
resident Norm Tognazzini.

Notable past residents in-
clude suffragette Abigail Scott 
Duniway, who taught school in 
Lafayette in the 1850s, and U.S. 
District Judge Matthew Deady, 
who practiced law and taught 
in Lafayette prior to his elec-
tion to the Legislature in 1850. 

Also of interest is Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Trappist Abbey, 
located a couple miles north of 
Lafayette on Abbey Road. The 
monastery is famous for its 
lush forested property, walking 
trails, church services and its 
income-generating enterprises 
of book binding and delicious 
baked goods — don’t leave 
without a famed Trappist Ab-
bey fruitcake. A few miles west 
on Abbey Road is Crowing 
Hen Brewery, opened in March 
2021, offering a unique rural 
setting for beer tasting made 
with hops grown on site. 

Friendly Faces 
History on Display in Lafayette

Lafayette

WITH

I’LL  
DELIVER

for you
&

SAY IT

flowers

516 S Trade St. Amity
rainflower94@gmail.com 

503.435.8589

By paul daquilante

Amity, located a few 
miles south of McMin-
nville on Highway 

99W, invites visitors “to a place 
where friendships begin and 
where residents enjoy the 
simplicity of a relaxed lifestyle 
in small-town Oregon.” 

The oak-canopied Amity 
City Park, blocks off Trade 
Street, is a welcoming place 
to recreate, and is home to 
the Pancake Breakfast and 
Car Show held at City Park in 
late July. A detailed interpre-
tive sign gives an entertain-
ing description of the town’s 
settlement by Europeans and 
development as an agricultural 
and economic hub in the west 
Willamette Valley.

Note that travel from Amity 
west on Highway 153 is subject 
to a detour through the end of 
2023. The highly scenic route to 
the community of Bellevue and 
Highway 18 is not open to any 
kind of traffic, due to rebuild-
ing of the Salt Creek Bridge just 

west of the city park. Detours 
to Highway 18 are south to 
Highway 22 and north on High-
way 99 to McMinnville.

As summer turns to fall, 
Halloween is celebrated with a 
pumpkin decorating contest, 
the creation of Mayor Rachel 
King.

Throughout the city, there is 
plenty of good food and spirits 
to satisfy everyone’s taste 
throughout the year.

In 2006, the Eola-Amity Hills 
District American Viticultural 
Area was designated, and by 
2008 the area supported some 
30 wineries with 1,460 acres in 
vineyards.

Coelho Winery and tast-
ing room and The Bramble/ 
Silas winery tasting rooms are 
located downtown just blocks 
apart downtown, and Keller 
Estate is two miles away, at the 
end of Rice Lane.

A former taphouse on High-
way 99 (aka Trade Street within 
city limits) was transformed 
in 2022 into Retro Pizza and 
arcade, where pizza, beer, and 

a wide range of video games 
appeal to gamers of all ages. 

There are an array of eater-
ies, particularly on Trade 
Street, including Tacos Burros, 
Amity Bakery and Café, Fred’s 
Bistro, El Toro Loco, and The 
Common Cup, notable for 
its waffle bar and handmade 
espresso drinks. Common 
Cup is part of the Trade Street 
Commons, once home to the 
Independent order of Odd 
Fellows, a downtown staple. It 
features apartments and office 
space upstairs and multiple 
businesses on the ground floor.

On the outskirts of town, 

you’ll find much sought-after 
bakery items at the Blue Rae-
ven Farmstand at the south 
end on Highway 99W and 
fudge and truffles of all types 
at the Brigittine Monastery, 
also to the south. The Amity 
school playfield on Highway 
99W at the south end of 
downtown is another appeal-
ing open space for tossing a 
Frisbee or other summertime 
pleasure. 

Amity
Bright Spot 
Colorful Choices Along Highway 99

TOP: Summer fun in the park as local kids dance along to the music. ABOVE: Cafayette, 
like the name of the town but starting with a C. Or “Cafe … yet?”, as in, “Have you had 
your coffee today?” No matter how you say it, owner Maria Quillen, left, and staff are 
eager to serve up hot and cold beverages, ice cream, pastries and a Soup de Jour.
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ABOVE: A stroll through downtown Amity features bistros, wine shops and a retro arcade.
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By Starla Pointer

C arlton offers a variety of 
experiences, including 
the opportunity to visit 

numerous wineries and tasting 
rooms that give the town its 
reputation as the “Capital of 
Oregon Wine Country.”

Spend a day walking around 
this “Great Little Town,” as its 
entrance signs proclaim, or 
stay overnight at the Carlton 
Inn or one of several B&Bs and 
other lodging options available 
in town and in the surrounding 
hills.

While you’re here, be sure to 
enjoy one of its many eateries, 
ranging from quick and casual, 
to fine dining, white table-
cloths and all.

While Cuvée and Earth & 
Sea are just right for special 
occasions, the Blind Pig and 
The Horse Radish are perfect 

for the weeknight or weekend 
meals. Those two also pro-
vide weekend entertainment, 
with  karaoke every Friday 
night at the Pig and live bands 
frequently playing the Radish. 
Park & Main adds wood-fired 
pizza and homemade ice 
cream to the main-street mix.

For relaxed dining, Carlton 
Corners offers award-winning 
burgers, pizza and breakfast 
items. Myla Thai, next to the 
American Legion Hall on East 
Main, and Margarita’s offer 
extra spice to the food scene. 

Before you eat, browse in 
Carlton’s shops, such as the 
Violet Rose or Rough Cut 
Soaps & Sundries, which offer 
gifts for yourself and for others. 
Afterward, if you’re looking for 
a workout, try H-Bomb Fitness 
or, during the summer, the 
outdoor pool. 

Or simply take a walk in 

Wennerberg Park next to the 
Yamhill River or Ladd Park 
downtown. Both parks offer 
children’s play structures and 
picnic tables, so before heading 
there pick up breakfast, lunch, 
a snack or picnic supplies at 
the Carlton Bakery or Carlton 
Coffee Company.

And about that wine … 
dozens of wineries and tast-
ing rooms are located in and 
around Carlton.

Several occupy historic 
buildings, such as Cathedral 
Ridge tasting room inside 
the town’s original bank; Ken 
Wright Cellars in the old train 
depot; and Flâneur Wines in 
the historic Madsen Grain el-
evator. La Biblioteca is new this 
year in the former Cathedral 
Ridge space.

Throughout the year, 
Carlton caters to both visitors 
and locals with festivals such 

as Porklandia. “In Carlton we 
like the Porklandia celebration 
because it’s an opportunity to 
tie our locally owned business-
es with our community and 
strong agricultural roots,” said 
Carrie Lawson of the Carlton 
Business Association, which 
hosts the event.

For the family, Carlton Fun 
Days Festival in late June offers 
a parade, activities in the park 
and a fun run; National Night 
Out in August brings the whole 
community to Ladd Park for 
food, music and neighborly 
activities. 

ABOVE: A waitress carries plates of food through the bar at Carlton Corners. BELOW: Cyclists stop for a glass of wine in front of K&M.
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Carlton

Crush on Carlton 
Wine, Food and More

By Starla Pointer

YTamhill offers the best of 
small-town life, including 
services — a bank, a real 

estate agency, a barbershop, a 
salon, restaurants, an antique 
mall and a grocery store — all 
in a friendly, community-
minded setting.

No wonder the town 
proudly proclaims itself  “A 
Small Taste of Oregon.” And 
you’ll find event more places 
to visit just outside the city 
limits, such as equestrian ven-
ues. Numerous wine tasting 
rooms are within miles of the 
Yamhill’s center, as well.

Yamhill startled as a hub 
between the Willamette Valley 
and the Coast for those travel-
ing by horse-drawn vehicles. 
Trains moved people and 
goods headed north to Port-
land or south to the rest of the 

Willamette Valley.
Those roots are displayed 

throughout town, especially at 
the Larson House Restaurant, 
which is located in a building 
that once held a tavern draw-
ing loggers from the hills west 
of town.

Today’s visitors also can 
buy soda and snacks at T & E 
General Store after perusing 
the ever-changing display of 
nostalgic finds in the store’s 
back room and shelves sur-
rounding groceries and other 
supplies. More unique items 
can be found across the street 
in the old grain mill, now 
home to a collection of vin-
tage and antique dealers

Just south of town on High-
way 47 is The Source Farms 
( formerly Kookoolan), a small 
market stocked with locally-
raised meat, mead, and other 
products.

Foodies will find delight in 
fresh ingredients prepared at 
The Larson House Pizzeria and 
Eatery, the newest restaurant 
in town, which also hosts 
entertainment most weeks, 
from live music, bingo nights 
and trivia. If you’re looking for 
a night cap and want to learn 
more about town from locals, 
the Yamhill Bar & Grill can 
provide just that.  

Locals treasure the tradi-
tion of Derby Days, a festival 
started by T & E in the 1950s. 
Held on the third weekend in 
July each year, the city’s big-
gest party starts with a huge 
parade featuring farm and 
logging equipment, children’s 
groups, fire trucks and more. 
Later, everyone moves to the 
oak-shaded Beulah Park for 
music, bingo, frog jumping and 
the beloved soap-box derby.

Year-round, Beulah Park 

remains a popular spot for pic-
nicking. Families enjoy its play 
equipment and skateboarding 
area.

From Highway 47, which 
runs north and south through 
Yamhill, you may catch a 
glimpse of what at first looks 
like a pair of flying saucers. 
No need to run; these are the 
domed gym and STEM build-
ings on Yamhill-Carlton High 
School campus. 

A vineyard also grows 
behind the classic brick high 
school, giving students a 
chance to learn about one of 
the biggest local industries.

Just as striking is a barn 
covered with quilting squares 
on the north side of the road; 
in spring, it sometimes seems 
to float in a sea of red clover.

Another unique building in 
town is the Queen Anne-style 
house where beloved children’s 
author Beverly Cleary spent 
her childhood. In recent years, 
a festival has been started in 
her honor, and interpretive 
signs around town celebrate 
Cleary’s life. 

ABOVE: John Turner and family cruise in the blue ribbon-winning, all-original equipment 1914 Republic truck during the Derby Days parade down Maple Street. 
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Yamhill

Country Charm 
Treasures Abound in Derby Town
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Sheridan could be consid-
ered the gateway to the 
West Valley, with Wil-

lamina located five miles to the 
west and Grand Ronde a few 
miles beyond on Highway 18.

The city offers several recre-
ational opportunities, high-
lighted by the Sheridan pond, 
which is regularly stocked with 
rainbow trout, and where the 
Hometown Days fishing derby 
is annually held.

Hometown Days, scheduled 
this year on June 16-18, fea-
tures food and family events, 
including a parade through 
town, a fishing derby, live 
music, motorcycle games and 
much more..

To the north of downtown is 
J Wrigley Vineyards and to the 
west Roshambo Art Farm and 
Art + Science Cider & Wine. 
Maysara Winery can be found 
east of Sheridan on Muddy Val-
ley Road.

The McMinnville AVA runs 
from the county seat, McMin-
nville, to West Hill toward the 
Coast Range.

Downtown saw refurbish-
ment of American Market ser-
vice station market on Highway 
18, where a new façade and 
windows meant the loss of a 
historic mural, while the city 
gained a new mural in fall 2022. 
By McMinnville artist Natalie 
Fletcher, it’s a colorful, kalei-
doscopic visual summary of all 
things Sheridan, on Monroe 
Street on the Figaro’s Pizza 
building. Other dining options 
include Riverside Café and Lee’s 
Green Frog.

Sheridan Museum of History, 
142 S. Bridge St., is one of three 
West Valley museums, along 
with Chachalu Museum and 
Cultural Center on the Confed-
erated Tribes of Grand Ronde, 
9615 Grand Ronde Road, and 
the Willamina History Museum, 

both a few miles west.
Sheridan parks range in 

size from City Park, where 
a skate park is also located, 
and a “pocket park” along the 
popular walkway (West Main 
Street). In response to a request 
from the Oregon Veterans’ 
Motorcycle Association, the 
city partnered with the group 
to establish the park.

The granite monument, two 
granite benches, a flagpole, 
trees and shrubs form an area 
about 3,000 square feet in size. 
While it is designed to remem-
ber all veterans, it highlights 
three servicemen from Sheri-
dan who are listed as missing 
in action: Robert Altus, Clifford 
Francis and Grant Teats. The 
memorial was dedicated in 
June 2016. 
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LEFT: While waiting for the fish to bite at the 
Sheridan Hometown Days fishing derby, five-
year-old Briar Thompson gets distracted by a 
pill bug climbing on her arm. Fishing with her 
are older brother Denton and father Ryan. 
BELOW: The new kaleidoscopic mural bright-
ens up downtown Sheridan.
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Sheridan

Rural Charm 
A kaleidoscopic West Valley town

WillaminaOregon.gov

Sponsored by the Economic Improvement District (EID), Willamina Coastal Hills Chamber of Commerce and City of Willamina

City Wide Sale! 
July 19 & 20, 2024

Historical Goose Willamina Museum

32nd Coastal Hills 
Art Tour & Quilt Show! 

Nov. 8 & 9, 2024

75th year Old Fashioned 
4th of July! Parade 6pm 

Logging & Car Show, Music, 
Vendors, largest fireworks 
display in the West Valley!

Annual  
Lights Parade! 

Dec. 7, 2024

ABOVE: “Rusty the Logger” sculpture stands 
tall in the heart of Willamina in honor of “a 
bygone era.”
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By YVVG Staff

Sampling stops on the 
Coastal Hills Art Tour in 
November adds layers to 

an appreciation for Willamina.
The quilt show is a good the 

starter; the old “fabric of the 
community” line is a cliché, 
but a workable one.

The town has a subdued 
vibrancy to it, featuring several 
centrally located art and his-
toric landmarks. They include 
the postcard-style mural on D 
Street, with classic scenes of 
art, lumber and recreation, and 
the Walt Mendenhall “Logger” 
sculpture and Galloping Goose 
train, both three blocks west. 
With the latter is a detailed 
and informative history of 

Willamina’s history as a brick-
making center.

There’s the local history 
museum, where Gary Brooks’ 
meticulously detailed historical 
dioramas of Willamina-area 
lumber and brick-making mills 
are a sight to behold. The room 
full of Willamina High School 
memorabilia is as thorough as 
any you’ll find at a community 
history facility.

At the West Valley Commu-
nity Campus, elements remain 
from its high school days, but 
the nonprofit that runs it is 
gradually transforming the 
facility (and its grounds, home 
to the town July 4 festivities) 
into a gathering place used for 
more activities. The annual 
Wet Season Concert Series is a 

shining example:
The Willamina Farmers 

Market is open Sundays during 
the summer months, offering 
local produce and crafts. Also 
during the summer, Willamina 
shows off it timber roots dur-
ing the annual Old Fashioned 
4th of July festival.

Great options for a tasty 
meal are Coyote Joe’s restau-
rant and the Wildwood Hotel, 
complete with guest rooms, 
and frequent live music in the 
bar. Live music can also be en-
joyed also at Oddfellow’s Pizza 
and the recently unveiled Swan 
Hall, featuring touring music 
acts of bluegrass, folk and 
more. In fact, the local creates 
who love their town have built 
a far-reaching reputations as 
musicians’ favorite out-of-the-
way places to perform.  

Willamina
Creative Spirit 

From bricks to timber to a style all its own 
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By YVVG Staff

Dayton is planning 
big things, said Dave 
Rucklos, the city’s new 

tourism and economic devel-
opment director.

“I saw the potential” when 
applying for the newly created 
Dayton job, he said. “It will be 
intriguing to build something 
from the ground up. There’s a 
thirst there to create activity 
and commerce.”

Dayton is also home to the 
Fort Yamhill Blockhouse, a 
building constructed in the 
era of conflict with the Native 
people of Western Oregon. 
Built in 1856, the U.S. army 
built the blockhouse to limit 
contact between the native 
people and Oregon’s resettle-
ment communities.

In 1911, the building was 
moved to Dayton and reassem-
bled to prevent its demolition, 
and in tribute to Palmer, who 

Much to Love 
Hallmarks of History and Wine

served as the state’s superin-
tendent of Indian Affairs in the 
1850s.

One of the town’s staples is 
the famous Joel Palmer House, 
known for its truffles and 
cuisine. The Czarnecki family 
has offered a fine-dining ex-
perience in the house bearing 
the city founder’s name since 
1996.

Brick Hall, located in the 
historic church, offers a pri-
vate, upscale option. The space 
can be rented out for dinners, 
parties, events and more.

The By-Pass Bar & Grill, 
Loam and Juanita’s Café Y 
Nieveria, offer more diver-
sity in dining selection. For a 
lighter option, head over to 
the high school, where Pirates 
Den offers subs, pizza and 
coffee.

Much of Dayton’s activities 
have been tied to Courthouse 
Square Park, with reunions, 
concerts and festivals 

centered there, along with the 
popular Dayton Friday Nights 
each summer. Rucklos said 
he wants to see economic 
development spread beyond 
the park to other parts of the 
city, as well.

He envisions “Dayton as a 
destination,” as well as a great 
place for local people.

The city is continuing 
to work on re-opening the 
Dayton footbridge, which 
provides access to Alderman 
Park on the Yamhill River 
and Vintages RV Resort. The 
anticipated completion date 
has been pushed back, but is 
still expected to be completed 
in December.

The city is continuing 
to work on re-opening the 
Dayton footbridge, which 
provides access to Alderman 
Park on the Yamhill River and 
Vintages RV Resort. The city 
broke ground in May 2023 on 

the $7.5 million project.
Located in the heart of the 

Oregon Wine Country, Dayton 
is also home to several winer-
ies, including Stoller Family 
Estate, Sokol Blosser and Ar-
chery Summit. This year, Alex 
Sokol Blosser became the Win-
ery President at Sokol Blosser, 
and Robin Howell became the 
first female winemaker in the 
company’s 52-year history.

The city celebrates its heri-
tage and future through both 
art and science. Whimsically 
painted wine barrels can be 
found around downtown, and 
the annual ArtScape showcases 
local talent by exhibiting a col-
lection of banners with original 
Dayton-themed artwork.

With all that to build on, 
Rucklos envisions “Dayton as a 
destination,” as well as a great 
place for local people. 

ABOVE LEFT: Rocking out with the community during a Dayton Friday Nights event. 
ABOVE: Pageantry, music and plenty of traditional food highlight Dayton’s Carnaval de 
Cinco de Mayo celebration.
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Dayton
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Native Pride 
Tribe Keeps Heritage Alive

BY YVVG STAFF

V isit the Chachalu Museum 
and Cultural Center on 
Grand Ronde Road to dis-

cover a story of great resilience.
It speaks to the people of 

The Confederated Tribes of 
Grand Ronde, honoring tribal 
elders who kept traditions 
and dreams alive during the 
termination years by the federal 
government. The cultural cen-
ter, at 9615 Grand Ronde Road, 
just off Highway18, also cel-
ebrates the revitalization that 
continues to this day. Hours are 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Yamhill Kalapuya 
people called their homeland 
Chachalu, which translates to 
“place of the burnt timbers,” 
named for a massive forest fire 

that burned through the Grand 
Ronde Valley shortly before the 
time of relocation in 1856. The 
land has fully recovered with 
healthy forests and abundant 
wildlife, including salmon that 
have returned to area streams.

Chachalu, transformed from 
a former grade school building, 
is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues-
day through Friday, and there 
is ample parking in front of the 
museum. Check grandronde.
org/history-culture for more 
information. New temporary 
exhibits are planned for 2023.

Just west of the museum on 
Highway 18, Spirit Mountain 
Casino and Spirit Mountain 
Lodge ranks as one of the top 
tourist attractions in the North-
west. The casino offers a full 
gaming experience, sports bar, 
dining choices and an event 

center that hosts a variety of 
world-class entertainers.

Grand Ronde also celebrates 
its West Valley Veterans Memo-
rial, the setting for an annual 
Memorial Day ceremony. It is 
located off Grand Ronde Road.

Veterans are also honored 
during the Marcellus Norwest 
Memorial Veterans Powwow 
each July, and the Contest 
Powwow, each August at Uyxat 
Powwow Grounds, adjacent 
to Fort Yamhill State Park, off 
Highway 22. This colorful event 
attracts huge crowds.

In 2022, the Tribes and 
Linfield University combined to 
create the first Camas Festival, 
celebrating the flower and root 
that is a food staple and essen-
tial cultural symbol. The festival 
continues to grow each May. 

TOP:  A traditional dancer competes at 
the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 
Contest PowWow. above: The Chachalu 
Museum and Cultural Center tells the story 
of great resilience through its rotating 
exhibits.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
M

A
RC

U
S 

LA
RS

O
N

Grand Ronde

ABOVE:  McMinnville celebrates its Farmers 
Market, one of the oldest and largest in the 
state of Oregon.

Community Matters
Local residents share myriad reasons why they love it here
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Living Here

By Ossie Bladine

Charming downtowns, 
natural beauty, and 
world-class wine and 

culinary scenes are all major 
draws for people wanting to 
relocate to the Yamhill Valley. 

But, once here, new 
residents rave about a different 
aspect that’s even more impor-
tant: the community members. 

“Nothing compares to the 
people,” said Patty Herzog, 
a recent transplant and the 
executive director of McMin-
nville Economic Development 
Partnership. “It’s an incredibly 
welcoming, open community.”

She quickly learned the 
secret ingredient to the many 
successes throughout this part 

of Wine Country remains an 
abundant supply of engaged 
residents working together to 
problem-solve and make their 
home as livable as possible.

“The level of involvement is 
just amazing,” she continued. 
“I don’t know many communi-
ties that have as many volun-
teers who actively participate 
in making their community a 
better place.”

She also added that there’s 
no barrier to entry in those 
discussions.

“Here, they want everyone’s 
voice at the table. We all have 
the same heart to make the 
community better.”

Lisa Bernard, a native of 
France who spent years train-
ing as a pastry chef, moved to 

the area from Pittsburg so her 
husband, Fred, could work in 
the burgeoning wine industry. 
She says they arrived with-
out any relatives nearby, but 
Bernard feels as if they were 
readily accepted into the com-
munity as family. 

“Everyone is so nice here,” 
she said. “We’ve been adopted 
by so many grandparents, so 
many friends.”

She says the couple has 
been amazed at the supportive 
nature of the wine industry 
here. 

“It’s crazy how each winery 
is trying to help each other 
and make the best wine ever, 
improve the soil and quality 
of wine,” she said. “(Fred) is 
amazed how it is such a big 

family and how good it feels to 
work here.”

BEAUTY AND HEALTH

Bernard wants to remind long-
time residents, in case they’ve 
forgotten, how spoiled they are 
to live here.

“It’s like Oregon just took 
everything that is good in the 
United States, and piled it into 
one area,” she said. “When we 
moved, we were not sure if we’d 
stay or not. When we saw how 
nature spoiled you guys, we 
decided to stay”

The couple enjoys the 
myriad hiking opportunities in 
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1000s of looks.  
100s of colors. 

25 brands.  
1 stylish you.

Your Local Style Consultant  
is just a call or click away.

Schedule your FREE Consultation today! 

1411 NE Hwy 99W, Ste B 
McMinnville, Oregon

503.472.0792

www.BudgetBlinds.com
<*Applies to selected Signature Series® window treatments by Budget Blinds.®  Some restrictions may 

apply. Ask for details. At participating franchises only. Not valid with any other offers, discounts or coupons. 
Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. ©2015 Budget Blinds, Inc. All 
Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, Inc. and a Home Franchise Concepts 

Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated. Franchise opportunities available.>

CCB# 211800

the area, and the natural riches 
of the valley floor and sur-
rounding hills. She says one of 
her favorite walks is a morning 
stroll through the property of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Trap-
pist Abbey outside Lafayette. 

It’s so beautiful. Everyday 
when you wake up with that 
sun coming up and all the 
colors on the mountains. Every-
thing is so gorgeous.”

Bernard grew up in Lyon, 
France, known as the “Gastro-
nomical Capital of the World,” 
so a healthy diet has always 
been important to her. Farm-
fresh produce was something 
she missed while living in 
Pennsylvania. She’d been in the 
U.S. almost six years before she 
found “a tomato that tasted 
like a tomato,” she said, and 
that was right here in Yamhill 

County.
She said Wine County is 

“nailing the food environment,” 
and she’s constantly having ex-
periences similar to those she 
grew up with. Working with 
chef Kari Kihara at the Mac 
Market, she saw firsthand how 
local culinary artists source 
high-end ingredients in the 
area and find the best produce 
to use in dishes, and all at a 
reasonable cost.

“I love the idea of being able 
to eat good food, good for you, 
good for your soul, and not 
spending all of your money on 
it,” she said. 

Bernard launched her own 
French pastry business, Choux 
Patisserie, in 2022.

“I’m bringing a little bit of 
the taste of France to Oregon 
and able to share my love for 

ABOVE:  Third Street is affectionately known as “McMinnville’s Living Room.” During the 
Summer months, Mac Fresco occurs each weekend, where the street closes to vehicle 
traffic and visitors can dine, drink and enjoy music in the open air. 

pastries.”

BALANCED LIVING

Residents of the Yamhill Valley 
often point to the area’s con-
venient location as a perfect 

lifestyle fit. It’s an hour drive to 
the Oregon Coast or downtown 
Portland. It’s close enough to 
Interstate-5 for travel conve-
nience, but separated enough 
to limit urban congestion. 

Living Here
• I love this community.
• I love what I do.
• And I will love working with you.

Over 20 years of dedicated experience meeting 
the real estate needs of Yamhill County!

www.millerconsultinggroup.net

215 N. Main Street, Suite 1, Newberg, OR • Licensed in the State of Oregon

• Sales and Leasing
• Consulting Services
• Business 
    Opportunities
• 1031 Exchange 
    Properties
• Real Estate 
   Investment Analysis

Mary Martin Miller, CCIM
Principal Broker
503-740-9200

Mike Morris
Broker

971-241-3847

We are Yamhill County’s premier
commercial, industrial, agribusiness 

and investment real estate brokerage.
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Smile…
with confidence

Advanced Smile DesignAdvanced Smile Design

OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
IN YAMHILL COUNTY

821 NE Highway 99W, McMinnville | (503) 472-1159
www.JamesNelsonDentistry.com

On vacation or 
relocating to the valley?

LET US HELP!

LICENSED BROKER IN THE STATE OF OREGON

Premiere Property Group, LLC
Client First Home Team 

971-716-0862  |  tonypaolorealestate@gmail.com 

To view my testimonials please visit my website
TonyPaolo.PremierePropertyGroup.com

Your YC Real Estate Pro
Born here. Raised here. Working here for you.

BEST REALTOR IN YC

Voted

2021, 2022 
& 2023

TonyPaolo
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Opened in 1918, owned and operated by the Davison Family for 106 years. 
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“It’s a good combination of 
having plenty of activities to do 
and still have a small-town feel,” 
said Heather Miller, a former 
board president of the McMin-
nville Downtown Association, 
who first moved here to attend 
Linfield College, and now runs 
Local Flow Health Bar on Third 
Street. “I love that you’re able 
to strike a healthy balance be-
tween fun, family and business.”

The two universities in the 
area — Linfield in McMinnville 
and George Fox in Newberg 
— are key providers of both 
educational and entertain-
ment options. And many of the 
events are free or very cheap, 
noted Tim Matz, who recently 
moved here to become direc-
tor of the Evenstad Center for 
Wine Education at Linfield.

“Being in town with a 

university is very enriching 
because you get so many 
experiences you wouldn’t get, 
whether it’s theater or music 
concerts or athletics or all the 
other activities that are offered 
to the community.”

The local colleges also sup-
ply workers and a network of 
volunteers from their student 
bodies.

“It’s wonderful to be around 
our young future leaders of the 
world,” Matz said. “That’s partly 
why it’s so fun to live here.”

Like other transplants, 
Matz, who moved here from 
the Napa Valley, says it didn’t 
take long to feel right at home.

“The best thing is that ev-
erybody is very warm, welcom-
ing and genuine in wanting to 
get to know you.”

A diverse workforce, a 

Living Here

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS HERE
The News-Register is Yamhill County’s trusted marketplace 
for ideas, events, stories and perspectives. We provide 
knowledge, competence and insight to the local 
issues that affect you every day.

Get a subscription for your professional life.
Get a subscription for your social life.
Get a subscription for a more fulfilling life.

Stay connected for just $11/month 
newsregister.com/ezpay Keeping You Connected Since 1866
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RELOCATE DIRECTORY

ALDERWOOD MASSAGE 
THERAPY  
1709 NE 27th Street • Suite 1     
McMinnville 
503-434-1738 
www.alderwoodmassage.com

ANTHONY PAOLO,  
PREMIERE PROPERTY GROUP LLC
Carlton
971-716-0862

Living Here Directory

BAKER STREET
REAL ESTATE

708 N.E. Baker St., McMinnville
503-472-0576

bakerstreetrealestate.com

Baker Street Real Estate is a team that 
lives, plays, works and raises their 
family here.  All lifelong residents with 
a combined 90+ years in experience 
selling residential, commercial and 
agricultural real estate.  With a special 
connection to the community and a 
passion for � nding their clients the 
perfect � t for their real estate needs.  

B A K E R S T R E E T
R E A L E S T A T E

BETH CASTER, REALTOR
McMinnville 
971-241-2509 

BETH JACOBSON
WINDERMERE PACIFIC COAST  
McMinnville 
503-550-8565

BUDGET BLINDS
1411 NE Hwy 99W, Ste B
McMinnville 
503-472-0792
www.BudgetBlinds.com

EMBOLD CREDIT UNION
901 Brutscher St, Suite 101, Newberg

503-656-0671 
www.emboldcu.org

Embold Credit Union is a local, 
member-owned, not-for-profit 
financial cooperative. Anyone who 
lives, works, worships, or attends 
school in Clackamas, Multnomah, 
Washington, Marion, Yamhill, and 
Polk Counties, or is family of a current 
member, can join Embold. We’re your 
financial partner for life. Start your 
bold journey today with our local 
Newberg team. We’re committed to 
making a positive impact through 
volunteering in the community, 
donating to local non-profits, and 
supporting the financial well-being  
of our members.

CHERRYWOOD MEMORY CARE 
2750 NE Doran Drive
McMinnville 
503-857-0338
Thecherrywoodmemorycare.com 

EXCELL FITNESS
1461 N.E. Hwy 99W
McMinnville 
503-434-5044
www.ExcellFitness.com 

FIRCREST SENIOR LIVING
213 NE Fircrest Drive
McMinnville 
503-472-2200
www.Fircrestliving.com 

LACEY SUMMERS
BELLA CASA REAL ESTATE GROUP

207 NE 19th Street, McMinnville
503-435-7059

summershomesnw.com

Lacey Summers is a cornerstone of 
McMinnville real estate, with deep 
roots in the community she grew up 
in. With 14 years of comprehensive 
experience in real estate sales and 
marketing, Lacey integrates her 
local expertise and industry savvy 
to consistently rank in the top 1% 
of agents in Oregon. Recognized 
for her exceptional service and vast 
knowledge of the local market, she’s 
not just a sales agent; she’s a trusted 
advisor helping clients navigate the 
pivotal decision of buying or selling 
their home. Lacey’s dedication to her 
clients and community stands out, 
distinguishing her as your premier 
real estate partner.

LINFIELD UNIVERSITY
900 SE Baker St., McMinnville

503-883-2200
linfield.edu

Linfield University
900 SE Baker St., McMinnville

503-883-2200
linfield.edu

Linfield University, established in 
1858, is an independent, non-profit 

university with two campuses  
in Oregon, an eCampus and  

54 majors.
It also offers interdisciplinary 

master’s programs in business, 
nursing, education and sports  
sciences. U.S. News & World 

Report has recognized Linfield as a 
top liberal arts college for social  

mobility for four consecutive years.  
38% of students are first-generation 

and 38% are U.S. students  
of color. Linfield competes in 
NCAA Division III. Learn more  

at linfield.edu.
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Linfield University, established in 
1858, is an independent, non-profit 
university with two campuses
in Oregon, an eCampus and
54 majors. It also offers 
interdisciplinary master’s programs 
in business, nursing, education and 
sports sciences. U.S. News & World 
Report has recognized Linfield as a 
top liberal arts college for social
mobility for four consecutive years.
38% of students are first-generation 
and 38% are U.S. students of color. 
Linfield competes in NCAA Division 
III. Learn more at linfield.edu.

MILLER CONSULTING GROUP, LLC
215 N. Main Street, Suite 1 
Newberg 
503-740-9200, 971-241-3847
MillerConsultingGroup.net

1315 N.E. Miller St., McMinnville
503-472-5114 

www.NewsRegister.com

Since 1866 keeping Yamhill County 
connected with local news, sports, 
events, classifieds and advertising.

OREGON LITHOPRINT
1315 N.E. Miller St., McMinnville

503-472-5115 
www.OregonLitho.com

We’re your local printing experts, 
specializing in: books, magazines, 
catalogs, newsletters, tabloids and 
newspapers. Call us today and explore 
what’s possible.

PRIMISYS
309 N.E. Baker St., McMinnville

503-472-4505
www.primisys.com

Specializing in Computer Sales & 
Service, and IT Consulting, Primisys is 
your one-stop shop for Computers, Ac-
cessories, Networks, Servers, and Busi-
ness Phone solutions. We care for the 
IT needs of hundreds of businesses in 
the Valley. We also specialize in home 
theater installation and analog stereo 
components with sensible high-end 
audio and video solutions. Whether 
you’re an audiophile considering a 
turntable upgrade, a gamer looking 
for the most powerful and immersive 
computer system, or a business person 
with an IT question, we welcome you 
to come in and chat with one of our 
knowledgeable experts. 

CITY OF MCMINNVILLE
McMinnville 
503-434-7402

STATE FARM INSURANCE –  
RICH UTTI
McMinnville 
503-472-6328 

STEVE’S AUTO SERVICE
McMinnville 
503-472-3483
Newberg
503-554-1778 

THE BINDERY
610 N.E. Fourth Street
McMinnville 
971-287-8389
www.McMinnvilleBindery.com

VINEYARD HEIGHTS
345 SW Hill Road, McMinnville 

503-435-1000 
www.VineyardHeightsAssistedLiving.com

At Vineyard Heights, residents enjoy 
an active, engaging lifestyle that pro-
motes wellness and independence. 
It is our goal to keep our residents 
linked to resources and opportuni-
ties that will fulfill their needs and 
interests, Residents have many op-
portunities to participate in a variety 
of life enriching activities designed to 
stimulate the mind, body and soul. 

ROCK OF AGES 
VALLEY VIEW

15600 S.W. Rock of Ages Rd., McMinnville
503-472-6212

www.RockOfAgesValleyView.com

Rock of Ages Memory Care is a unique 
setting where individualized services 
for each resident is a goal for every 
sta�  member.  � e center is a certi� ed 
“Memory Care” licensed home under 
the state of Oregon.

WASHINGTON ROOFING 
COMPANY

1700 OR-18, McMinnville 
503-472-7663 

www.washingtonroofingcompany.com

At Washington Roofing Company, 
we’ve built our reputation on our 
commitment to integrity, loyalty, qual-
ity, and building relationships. We’re 
proud to deliver superior roofing 
services and high-end, long-lasting 
results to businesses and homeown-
ers throughout Oregon.

supportive, small-town culture 
and ideal location makes the 
region perfect for businesses 
looking to relocate or grow, 
Herzog said.

“Not many communities can 
boast the kind of infrastructure 
that McMinnville has,” she said, 
also noting the city’s munici-
pal airport as a major asset. 
“It’s such a strong business 
community with wraparound 
services to help startups all the 
way through large, high-growth 
businesses, and everything in 
between.”

MAKING THE MOVE

As more and more people fall 
in love with Wine Country and 
want to be part of it, finding a 
residence might be challeng-
ing. Like many places through-
out the West Coast, prices have 
increased in recent years, and 
offers are made days, even 
hours after a new listing.

While local partners con-
tinue to come to the table to 
devise creative solutions to 
address the housing crunch, lo-
cal realtor Jen Feero stresses pa-
tience and flexibility for anyone 
looking to relocate. 

“Obviously, the market is 
tight for about every price 
point possible, so be open to 
where that might take you in 
the Valley,” she said.  

Feero sees a pretty even mix 

of people moving to the area, 
from young families arriving for 
new job opportunities or look-
ing for a change of pace from 
busier, more populated areas, to 
retirees wanting to settle in the 
temperate climate and charming 
countryside of Wine Country.

She says many people com-
ing from the Northwest corri-
dor aren’t too surprised by the 
increased housing prices, but 
new arrivals from the Midwest 
may have some sticker shock.

Pricing is more affordable as 
one looks to more rural parts of 
the Valley outside McMinnville 
and Newberg. Willamina real-
tor Esther Stewart says a three-
bedroom, two-bath house in 
the West Valley typically costs, 
at least  $100,000 less in the 
West Valley. She also sees a lot 
of interested parties looking to 
purchase larger swaths of land 
in this part of the county. 

A Willamina native, Stewart 
says she appreciates the prox-
imity to the beach, the privacy 
of the country and the many 
hiking and outdoors opportu-
nities that come with life in the 
West Valley. 

Feero adds that while it 
might take a little time to 
find the right housing match, 
people are always happy after 
they’re settled. 

“Be patient,” she stressed, 
“It’ll be worth the wait.” 

GALES TOWING AND RECOVERY
McMinnville | Newberg
503-434-9000

J&W CARSTAR  
AUTO BODY& REPAIR          
McMinnville 
503-472-0328 

JAMES NELSON, DDS
McMinnville 
503-472-1159 

JANEL HUNTLEY REALTY
McMinnville 
971-237-4332

MAPLE VALLEY MEMORY CARE
219 NE Fircrest Drive
McMinnville 
503-883-9385
www.Maplevalleycare.com

CARE FOR KIDS
835 NE 8th St.
McMinnville 
503-472-1671
care4kidsmail@aol.com
Careforkidschildcare.wordpress.com
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503.472.5115 | oregonlitho.com

We produce large-run newspapers, catalogs, books, digests and 
more, serving clients throughout the Northwest and beyond.

At Oregon Lithoprint, our 
mission is superior quality 
and exceptional service.

OUR FEATURED 
PRODUCTS:

GOVERNMENT PRINTING

ACADEMIC PRINTING

DIRECT MAIL

Lacey Summers • Principal Broker
Bella Casa Real Estate Group
207 NE 19th Street, McMinnville
503-435-7059 • summershomesnw.com 

Make McMinnville Your Home! 
Experience Local Expertise with Lacey Summers.

“Lacey stood out to me... she had an impressive background, she was local, and she 
grew up there. She was accommodating, professional, and a wealth of information.”

- Rochelle K., McMinnville

Discover the heart of McMinnville through the eyes 
of one who’s cherished every street, every home, 
every moment here. Lacey Summers, not just an 
agent but a native, off ers you a wealth of local knowl-
edge backed by 14 years in real estate and market-
ing. Proudly standing among the top 1% in Oregon, 
Lacey is committed to guiding you home. Whether 
you’re looking to plant roots or fi nd your next dream 
property, trust Lacey Summers to lead the way with 
integrity and market insight.
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Rock of  Ages
VALLEY VIEW RETIREMENT VILLAGE

Come and Visit us Today! 

15600 SW Rock of Ages Rd, McMinnville • 503.472.6212 • www.rockofagesvalleyview.com

Rock of  Ages is a Not-for-Profi t, 501-c-3 and is deemed charitable by both the State and the IRS.
Our goal is to serve those needing our services regardless of  their ability to pay. 

Contact us for more details 503-472-6212.

We invite you to explore our website and visit our beautiful
community to see the many amenities we have to offer.

26th Annual 
Valley View 

Air Show 
August 10th, 

2024

• Independent Living
• M.A.I.D.S. In-Home Care Services

on campus and in the community

• TLC End of Life Care
• Memory Care
• Adult Foster Care Home

& Meat Shop

Minutes from Downtown McMinnville

VOTED
BEST

Farm Raised Food
Best of  Mac 

 & The Yamhill 
Valley

★

#TrulyLocal 

7140 SE Booth Bend Rd. 
McMinnville, Oregon 

503-857-3027 
eolacrestcattle.com • Open • 

Wednesday-Friday 12-6 
Saturday 12-5

Locally Born and Raised Beef Loved 
by Yamhill Valley Chefs

Visit Our Farmstore for 
Local Foods and Gifts

Welcome to Our Family Farm

Farmstore Meat Shop B&B



At Willamette Valley Medical Center, 
we know pregnancy is an incredible 
experience. Bring your little one into the 
world in our family-centered Birthing 
Center. We offer compassionate, 
personalized care for moms and their 
babies – before, during and after delivery.

We’re here for you.
The Birthing Center 

To learn more about our family-centered 
Birth Center or schedule a tour, visit 

WillametteValleyMedical.com
or call 503.435.6400

2700 SE Stratus Ave. • McMinnville, OR 97128
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