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News Brief

To see what you’ve been missing, visit oldstuffnews.com.

For advertising inquiries
GET YOUR NAME OUT THERE, CONTACT US TODAY

503.687.1258 oldstuffnews@gmail.com
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BY OSSIE BLADINE
Editoir/Associate Publisher, Old Stuff

With just a small space in this issue for my wel-
come note, I’ll get right into my promised, albeit 
brief, book review of “Strange Red Cow … and 
other curious classified ads from the past.”

Author Sara Badar presents a unique telling 
of American history by chronicling the various 
ways classified ads have been used, organized in 
six of the original classifications: Lost and Found; 
The Runaway Slave Notice, Information Wanted; 
Personals; Help Wanted; and, Swap. 

From Founding Fathers seeking information on 
escaped slaves, to potential wet nurses advertising 
a “fresh breast of milk,” to young officers returning 
from war seeking a companion, and much more, 
it’s fascinating to see the breadth of how this form 
of communication has been used through the 
generations. 

For a variety of reasons, people have long pub-

lished their personal business in print, much as is 
done on the internet and social media these days. 
Badar includes 21st century classified postings on 
Craigslist, to show how the advertisement of these 
matters remains similar in content today as they 
were when the country was founded. 

More than just a cultural history tale, there’s 
plenty in the book for collectors and antique deal-
ers, too. As Bader writes, these notices describe 
the value of materials in the past. “There for the 
taking are precious historical details that require 
no fact checking: what a snuff box was made out 
of, the fabric used to line a nineteenth-century 
cloak, the centens of a soldier’s Civil War saddle 
bag, or the color of a 1949 Girl Scout pencil.”

I don’t have a thousand words to go on about 
the book, so pick it up yourself. You’ll find that, 
just like a picture, a small classified can be worth a 
thousand works when viewed through the lens of 
American society.s

AMERICAN SOCIETY 
CLASSIFIED ONE AD AT A TIME

ON THE COVER: Japanese glass fishing floats from the North Lincoln County Historical Museum are put together in this composite created by Associate Editor Rusty 
Rae. Composed of three photographs, the image of the glass floats, a sunset from the Oregon coast. as seen through a set of windows, an image provided by photo pal 
Paul Webb. Special Thanks to museum executive director Jeffrey Syrop and ace volunteer Nick Simpson. See the story starting on page 13.
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DDid you miss 
us? Like many 

organizations the 
staffing crunch hit 
our organization, too, 
causing a delay in 
publication of Old 
Stuff ’s October-
December edition. 

Since the fourth 
quarter Old Stuff 
deadline whizzed by 

our depleted staff like 
a moon rocket, we’ve 
decided to change the 
publication schedule 
beginning with this 
printing of a Feburary-
March-April issue.

We believe in the 
long run this new 
schedule will be benefi-
cial to readers and 
advertisers, since the 
final issue of the year 
will cover Novermber-
December-January, 
allowing for a more 
complete holiday 
presentation. 

That allows all who 
are interested in holiday 
bargains to imbibe in 
Old Stuff through the 
entire season.

So, thanks for your 
patience with our 
publication schedule. 
Enjoy this issue and 
future issues under the 
new timetable.

Being open to the 
possibilities often pays 
off with a surprise  -- 
sometimes its Christ-
mas in June. 

A customer brought 
in a box of what 

appeared to be general 
junk to Brian Landry 
at Third Time Around 
in McMinnville. It 
seemed to Landry as 
if they’d just cleaned 
out an attic and were 
just looking for a place 
to dump a bunch of 
junque.

He accepted the 
box with a smile and 
perhaps a bit of bewil-
derment, wondering 
just how much treasure 
he would find for the 
store and how much 
would end up in the 
trash or recycle bin.

Much to his surprise, 
burried in the box was 
a conductor’s lantern 
from the 1890s.

The lantern sells 
in the range of $700 
making Landry a happy 

Brian Landry of Third Time Around in McMinnville with his green conductor’s lantern.

camper and antique 
store owner.

As we hop into the 
new year, there are 
many new year resolu-
tions to consider.

Shawn Liggett at 
Past to Present  in 
Coos Bay, Oregon said 
that they’re looking 
forward to getting more 
involved in community 
events and doing more 
to meet community 
needs.

“We are hopeful 
of developing more 
events to bring custom-
ers into the store. One 
of the events that has 
been quite popular and 
successful has been 
hosting wine tasting.”

You can find out 
more about specific 
event dates on their 

Facebook page includ-
ing their Valentine’s 
Day special in which 
they’ve partnered with 
the Oregon Coast Culi-
nary Institute (OCCI) 
to provide a special 
meal or sweets for the 
day. This program helps 
to fund some of the 
OCCI programs. 

Sharon Vo may hold 
the title for longevity 
in one location, as she 
starts her 34th year at 
Wine Country Antiques 
in Newberg. Vo said 
she hopes to continue 
making a difference in 
the lives of customers 
who come through her 
door in 2023.

Located across 
the street from the 
Newberg Library and 
just down the street 

from the Chehalem 
Cultural Center, she 
piggybacks with many 
of the vents they offer.

Additonally, she 
regularly offers park-
ing lots sales and is able 
to take advantage of 
the Camelia Festival in 
April and the Lavender 
Festival in July.

Over at Penny Lane 
in Vernonia, Nina 
Shaffer is nearly giddy 
over the number of 
new items they have 
received.

“We are always 
buying so every day is 
another adventure for 
us.

“We see many people 
who are downsizing 
and wind up going 
to their homes on a 
personal visitation,” she 
said.

Shaffer said they 
often find collections 
that families have been 
working on for 30-40 
years.

“That’s when you find 
the really good stuff 
collectors are looking 
for,” she said.

Those finds translate 
into really great finds 
for collectors.

Carly Willis at the 
Antique Marketplace  
in Auburn, Washing-
ton, where she has 100 
vendors and 13,000 
square feet of space, 
is focused on Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle as their 
general marketing focus 

for the new year.
“I believe in today’s 

market people are look-
ing for items that have 
stood the test of time, 
rather getting some-
thing new that will 
cost them significantly 
more,” she said.

Willis said in addi-
tion to a Mother’s Day 
promotion on chocolate 
and a gemstone promo-
tion in September, 
the store is also doing 
several Sip and Shop 
days during the year.

We’d be remiss if 
we didn’t offer a tip of 
the hat to Amy Hall 
and the team at Third 
Street Antiques here 
in McMinnville. They 
regularly help us find 
items in their store to 
illustrate stories in Old 
Stuff.  Not only that 
but at time they let us 
clear out a section for 
a couple of hours and 
turn it into a photo 
studio. We couldn’t do 
it without Hall and 
many others. Thanks to 
you all! 

Last but not least, if 
you’ve a classic collect-
ible you are looking to 
part with, try our new 
classified section. It 
gives your item prime 
exposure on the back 
cover  each edition, 
giving you  an oppor-
tunity to market to 
15,000 eyes all over the 
Pacific Northwest.

Wishing you all the 
best in 2023.
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Portland

I-5

Exit 278
3 miles east

Salem

99E

Aurora

Canby

Oregon’s First National Historic District

Antiques Capital of Oregon

Aurora has made the TOP TEN of Best Antiquing Towns in the  
US by four online sources, MSN.com, the TravelChannel.com,  

HouseBeautiful.com and CountryLiving.com. 

Our wide variety of antique and vintage shops, boutiques, art galleries, 
restaurants and wineries make this a fun destination for all.

Come spend the day and see what we’re all about!

• 20 Shops nestled in historic homes and buildings
• Public Restroom and RV parking
• 20 minutes from Portland or Salem
• Easy freeway access from I-5, Exit 278

AurorA,oregon

WWW.AURORACOLONY.COM

BY LINDA HANLON

PPort Townsend isn’t 
your average sleepy 

village on Washington’s 
Olympic Peninsula. It’s 
a bustling port city, one 
of only three Victo-
rian seaports in the US 
(along with Cape May, 
New Jersey and Galves-
ton, Texas) where the 
world of antiques, 
vintage items, and 
collectibles will surprise 
visitors in their diver-
sity and genuine quality. 
Expect to find treasures 
as diverse as the stories 
they spark about how 
they were made or the 
journey they took to 
land on this northern 
stretch of the Olympic 
Peninsula.

The welcome sign 
for Port Townsend 
proclaims that you are 
entering an historic 
Victorian seaport and 
arts community, and 
indeed, this is evident 
from the scenery as you 
wind down the bluff 
into town. The first 
thing you see, along 
with the stunning view 
of the bay surrounded 
by islands and moun-

tains that indeed inspire 
the creative arts, is the 
large marina and boat-
yard called Boat Haven.  

Founded in 1851, 
Port Townsend is the 
county seat, situated on 
the Quimper Penin-
sula (yes, a peninsula 
on a peninsula!). This 
part of the Olympic 

Peninsula is a blend 
of history dating back 
to the days when it 
thrived as a hub for the 
S’Klallam people under 
the wise leadership of 
Chief Chetzemoka 
(Cicmehan). Others 
then arrived. Dreamers, 
settlers, and others, who 
headed west by wagon 

or by train to the Puget 
Sound region, and by 
steamer or mosquito 
fleet (early ferries) to 
towns throughout the 
area. A short drive from 
Port Townsend you 
will find Port Hadlock 
and Chimacum both 
renowned for their 
natural and farmland 

features – and antique 
and thrift stores. 

When you visit the 
Port Townsend Antique 
Mall, at 15,000 square 
feet on two floors, with 
about 35 vendors, you 
will feel transported to 
the mid-1800s, and to 
a town that back then 
was banking on the 

railroad coming there, 
and a future as one of 
the largest and most 
prosperous cities on 
the Salish Sea (Strait 
of Georgia, Strait of 
Juan de Fuca, and Puget 
Sound). 

The train never 
arrived, which is why 
time seems to stand 
still in this historic 
seaport. You will find 
the Antique Mall 
downtown next to the 
historic Bishop Hotel, 
on Washington Street, 
a block off of Water 
Street. 

The Mall is part 
collection of eclectic 
vendors’ special finds 
and a bit of a history 
museum that includes 
stories sometimes little-
mentioned regarding 
immigrant workers 
from China, and other 
highlights through the 
decades. This antique 
mall, featuring massive 
floorspace and a diver-
sity of items is a high-
light of a visit to Port 
Townsend.

Mark Lowder, 

Destination:

Port Townsend

Come for the treasures, stay for the adventure 
Linda Hanlon/ for OLD STUFF

North Beach is a favorite place for an evening walk or picnic. After a long day of searching for treasures in Port Townsend, it’s the perfect place to end your day.

Story and photo by
Terry and Kim Kovel 

Gustav Stickley  
created icons of Ameri-
can design. Inspired 
by John Ruskin and 
William Morris of the 
English Arts and Crafts 
movement, Stickley 
started the Craftsman 
Workshop in 1900. 

He originated what 
was later called mission 
furniture, with its 
simple, sturdy shapes, 
iron and hammered 
copper hardware, and 
emphasis on skilled 
craftsmanship and 
practicality instead of 
decoration.

 He favored oak 
because it is strong and 
heavy. Like the move-
ment in England, 
Stickley’s style went 
beyond a furniture 
brand -- it was an 
entire philosophy. He 
published a magazine 
called “The Craftsman.” 

***
Advertising signs 

are most popular when 
they include a well-

known brand name or 
recognizable mascot. 
Sometimes, a sign 
doesn’t have a name 
or brand attached, but 
there’s no mistaking 
what it’s for. 

This three-dimen-
sional pig’s head made 
of carved and painted 
wood with glass eyes 
was made for a butch-
er’s shop. It sold at 
Cowan’s Auction in 
Cincinnati for $3,125. 
The buyer may be a 
collector of advertising 
and store furnishings, 
might have an interest 
in the meat industry, or 
may have recognized 
the pig’s value as an 
interesting work of folk 
art. The head is detailed, 
with wrinkles where the 
snout rises, teeth and 
a tongue visible in the 
open mouth. It took 
plenty of skill for the 
unknown artist to carve 
and paint such a realis-
tic design.

“Chenet” is the 
French word for 

“andiron,” the iron 
brackets that 
hold logs in a 
fireplace. The 
andirons 
keep the 
burning 
logs off 
the floor, 
allow-
ing air to 
circulate. 
“Chenet” 
comes from the 
French word for 
“little dog,” and 
they are sometimes 
known as “firedogs” 
in English. Perhaps 
they reminded people 
of small dogs lying 
down by the fire. 
Dogs were a popu-
lar decoration on 
them! 

Cast figures in a 
shiny metal, like brass, 
were often added to 
andirons to reflect the 
light of the fire and 
brighten the room. 
Metal crafters experi-
mented with designs, 
including columns, 

animals, human figures 
and mythological char-
acters. 

A set of Louis XV 
style chenets, which 
sold for $500 at New 
Orleans Auction 
Galleries, features putti 
(cupids or cherubs), 
grapes, wheat and gilt 
bronze scrolls. The set 
was made in France in 
the late 19th century.
TIPS:
 If the name 

“England” (or that 
of another country) 
appears on a dish, it was 
probably made after 
1891, but it may have 
been made as early as 
1887. The words “Made 
in England” (or another 
country) indicate the 
piece was made after 
1914.

Mint, rosemary, 
lavender and thyme 
repel moths. Hang 
bunches of the herbs 
near stored textiles. 
Grow your own in 
raised gardens or large 
pots, even if you don’t 
have a yard or a garden.

Never wear rubber 
gloves when cleaning 
or handling silver. The 
sulfur from the gloves 
tarnishes silver.

Q: During the holi-
days I pulled out the 
Fiesta dinnerware that 
I began buying at flea 
markets 20 years ago. I 

was 
wonder-

ing if Fiesta ware is 
worth a lot of money. I 
don’t plan on selling it 
because I love it, but I 
am curious. 

A: Fiesta ware was 
introduced in 1936 by 
the Homer Laugh-
lin China Company of 
West Virginia. Pieces 
of this American-
made glazed dinner-
ware were found on 
Depression-era tables 
across the United States 
and continue to attract 
collectors. Its value is 
tied to color and rarity. 
Everyday items such 
as bowls and serving 
items are popular but 
do not bring the bigger 
prices unless they are a 
rare color. The original 
colors were red, cobalt, 
yellow, light green, old 
ivory and turquoise. In 
the 1950s, gray, rose, 
chartreuse and forest 
green were added. The 
rarest color is medium 
green, introduced 
in 1959. In Kovels 
Antiques and Collect-
ibles 2022 Price Guide, 
a rare medium green 
soup bowl with molded 
handles sold for $735. 
Fiesta is still being 
made and a new color 
is introduced every 
March.

Q: I recently bought 
a cut-glass decanter 
at an auction. It has a 
white residue on the 
very bottom. How can 
I remove this without 
damaging the crystal? 

A: 
The 

white 
residue 

is caused 
by calcium, 

lime and 
other minerals 

found in hard water. It 
can be removed by fill-
ing the decanter with 
warm water and adding 
white vinegar, vinegar 
and baking soda, or a 
denture tablet. Let it 
sit for several hours or 
overnight. Rinse out the 
solution and wash the 
decanter in a plastic tub 
or in a sink lined with a 
towel or rubber mat to 
prevent chipping. Turn 
the faucet to one side 
or put a rubber collar 
on the spout to avoid 
hitting the metal. Wash 
in warm (not hot) water 
and detergent, rinse and 
put upside down on a 
dish rack to dry. The 
inside of the decanter 
can be dried by insert-
ing pieces of an old 
cotton sheet and using 
the handle of a wooden 
spoon or a wooden 
dowel to wipe it.

Q: What is the value 
of an aluminum Christ-
mas tree in great shape? 
It’s five-feet tall. 

A: Save your alumi-
num tree. It’s likely 
worth over $400. 
Aluminum Christ-
mas trees were popular 
in the 1960s. The wire 
branches, wrapped with 
narrow aluminum strips 
to represent “needles,” 
came in individual 
paper sleeves to protect 
them when stored. If 
the branches aren’t 
inserted into the sleeves 
end first when disas-
sembling the tree, the 
“needles” get twisted 

‘Pigging Out’ With tips from Kovel

See KOVELS, 17 Continued ON next page

Linda Hanlon/ for OLD STUFF
One of the favorite places for searches of vintage, antiques and collectibles is Rust and Relics in Uptown Port Townsend.
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South End
Antiques & Collectibles Mall

21128 Hwy 99E
Aurora, OR
503-678-5242
Open Daily

10-5

Located in Historic Aurora  
in the Old Pickle Factory

Antiques, Victorian, Primitives,
Vintage, Glassware, Furniture,

Shabby Chic & More 

Dealer Booth Space and 
Large Display Cases Available

Classified section is coming 
to OLD STUFF: See back 
page for more information!

mainstvintagevancouver

WAGON WHEEL DOLLERS
40th Annual Spring Doll Show and Sale

Polk County Fairgrounds
Rickreall, OR (Hwy 99W)

Saturday March 25, 2023Saturday March 25, 2023
10:00 am to 3:00 pm10:00 am to 3:00 pm

Admission: Pre-Sale, 9am-10am, $10
Regular Sale Hours,  10am-3pm, $7

Kids 10 & Under, FREE

DOLLS, Bears,  Toys
Miniatures & Related Items

Tables $40 • For table reservations contact:
Verni Knight (541) 979-2097
   Verniknight123@gmail.com

I-
5
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w

y 
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W

Hwy 22 Salem
Rickreall
Polk County
Fair Grounds

TWO BUILDINGS FULL

Over 120 vendors selling all things 
antique, vintage collectible, and more!

Join Us the First Sunday of Every Month
9am–3pm

Polk County Fairgrounds in Rickreall
$1 Admission

MARCH 5, APRIL 2, MAY 7

Find us on 
503-428-8224 | polk� ea@gmail.com

Early Bird Customers Welcomed
Saturday 10am–3pm & Sunday 6am–9am

$5 Admission

owner of the Port 
Townsend Antique 
Mall, said, “I bought 
this business last 
January 2022. I had 
been working part-
time looking for 
something to do after 
retiring from work at 
the boatyard. I was 
having such a good 
time working for the 
former owner, Frank, 
that I decided to buy 
it when he retired. I 
left my career, and 
have found work that 
I really love! I just 
love well-made old 
things!” 

Across the street, 
browse through 
Bergstrom’s Antique 
& Classic Autos 
where you can find 
restored classic cars 
for sale that part you 
need, or a model of 
your favorite child-
hood car. Take your 
pick of cafes, restau-
rants, and lodging 
options, and galleries 
nearby. The Jeffer-
son Museum of Art & 
History is just steps 
away. Visiting the 
museum gives you a 
firsthand view of the 
area as you explore 
Port Townsend and 
its antique stores in 
person.   

Just as you enter 
Port Townsend, 
you’ll see the Boat 
Haven Marina 
where you will find 
the Marine Thrift 
which is run by the 
Northwest Maritime 
Center, the founder 
of the fabulously 
popular Wooden 
Boat Festival. In 
addition to running 
the Marine Thrift, 
the Maritime Center 
(located on the 
other end of down-
town) offers classes 
in boatbuilding for 
all ages, hosts boat 
races, and is a gather-

ing place and event 
venue downtown 
on the Point Hudson 
Marina. 

One goal of the 
Marine Thrift shop 
is to keep boating 
items out of the land-
fill. Here you’ll find 
a treasure trove of 
vintage and hard to 
find marine hard-
ware items. 

Amongst the items 
one might find at 
Marine Thrift are: 
anything bronze 
(props, shackles, 
etc.), fenders, boat 
hooks, and a variety 
of fasteners. Some 
may find their way 
back to the sea and 
others are perfect 
as nautical knick-
knacks.

Maritime Thrift 
is open Thursdays 
– Sundays. You 

may enjoy peering 
through portholes 
and marveling at an 
inventory of wooden 
blocks, brass propel-
lers, and just about 
anything that makes 
a sailor’s heart sing. 

Next door is the 
Blue Moose Café 
open for breakfast 
Thursday-Monday, 
7 a.m. to 2 p.m. This 
is a beloved spot for 
locals, shipwrights, 
and visitors. If you’re 
looking for a great 
breakfast to get the 
day started this is 
one eatery of many 
not to miss when you 
visit Port Townsend. 
You’ll find a tasty 
veggie hash, eggs 
Benedict, and other 
favorite breakfast 
fare.

It is permissible 
to walk, bicycle, or 

a theatrical produc-
tion it would likely 
be a musical comedy. 
This shop, which is on 
Water Street just past 
Tayler Street, blooms 
with a multitude of 

colors. Each display 
shows off something 
unusual that will catch 
your eye. Magpie Alley 
is a shopping adven-
ture where you’ll find 

drive through the 
Boat Haven boatyard 
to see or photograph 
the wide variety 
of boats, includ-
ing many historic 
wooden boats that 
come in for dry-
dock work, and 
others moored in the 
marina.

If you’re hanker-
ing for a bike ride 
or a nice walk after 
your Blue Moose 
Café’ meal, you will 
find the Larry Scott 
Trail section of the 
135-mile Olympic 
Discovery Trail on 
the shoreline in Boat 
Haven. It’s open to 
walkers, hikers, bicy-
clists, e-bikes, and 
horses. No motorized 
vehicles are allowed. 
The trail is a 14.7-mile 
out and back trek.

Up the hill from Boat 
Haven as you enter 
town, you can’t miss 
Vintage Hardware and 
Lighting, which is a 
treasure chest overflow-
ing with the special 
touches for your home 
or home restoration 
project. Located on one 
of the two round-a-
bouts, the store states 
that, “Vintage Hard-
ware and Lighting 
specializes in repro-
ducing and recreating 
vintage lighting and 
hardware. Our physical 
store and show room 
also features beauti-
ful vintage furniture 
and our free Art Deco 
lighting and furniture 
museum.” 

Currently open by 
appointment only 
(check to see if the 
hours have changed 
recently). Vintage 
Hardware and Lighting 
offers those looking for 
that special piece a wide 
range of options which 
will warm your heart. 
This place is huge.

If you’re up for an 
epic barbecue experi-
ence, Mo-Chile, located 
nearby, on the round-
a-bout, is a must-stop 
diner when you visit 
Port Townsend. Mike 
of Mo-Chile is a Texas 
transplant whose aim 
is to bring the feasts 
of Texas-style BBQ to 
the Northwest. You’ll 
find ribs, melt-in your 
mouth prime rib, 
yummy bacon-wrapped 
peppers and more.

 You can find 
Mo-Chile and other 

cafes and dining 
options nearby, as well 
as a variety of hotels 
and motels upon enter-
ing town, including 
the historic Manresa 
Castle and its very nice 
courtyards and restau-
rant. Manresa is next 
to the hospital as you 
enter town. It is a favor-
ite place for live bands, 
readings, trivia night, 
great Asian-fusion 
dining and specialty 
drinks. Some say it is 
also haunted!

Bottle Zone, a nook 
of a shop that’s easy to 
find for its size, is where 
you’ll find more than 
old bottles. It is around 
the corner from Cherry 
Blossom consignment 
shop and the Celtic 
Crossroads store on 
Kearney Street just off 
Sims Way. Owner Russ 
West is an eccentric and 
enthusiastic guy with 
boundless curiosity. 
His inquisitiveness has 
taken him from coast 
to coast, armed with a 
metal detector, shov-
els and spades. You’ll 
find that Russ’s trea-
sures reflect generations 
of families and their 
delights as well as their 
broken dreams (and 
dishes, toys, etc.) as they 
settled and then reset-
tled from town to town. 
Look for Russ’s found 
object art made from 
bottles and driftwood 
outside his shop. 

Nearby you’ll find 
waterfront lodg-
ings, Thai and Mexi-
can restaurants, and a 
amazing bakery, Pane 
d’Amore, and the other 
kind of bottle shop, the 
Pour House which is 
where you can find a 
moment of respite after 
a morning or afternoon 
of antiquing right on 
the beach.

If Magpie Alley was 

Continued ON next page

Linda Hanlon/ For 
Old Stuff

Port  Townsend 
provides a variety 
of opportunities 
for those searching 
for a specific item. 
The Port Townsend 
Antique Mall (top)  
is a prime place 
since it is one of the 
largest repositories 
in the area. Berg-
strom Antique and 
Classic Auto offers 
a plethora of auto-
motive antique and 
collectible items 
(center), while the 
Marine Thrift Shop 
is worth the trip just 
for ambiance, if not 
a distinct item you 
need to complete 
your collection.

Linda Hanlon/for Old Stuff

The Marine Thrift Shop (above) a favorite place to visit for many 
offers a variety of items. While you’re visiting the thrift shop, you 
can also take a walk through the harbor boat yard where  there 
is always something going on. Here the Lady Washington has 
been hauled out for some hull maintenance (center). Nearby 
the Bottle Zone shows off their selection of  doll parts (bottom).

Brimfield’s

—Antiques and the Arts Weekly

—Wall Street Journal

Heart -O-the Mart gets high marks for the quality of the merchandise there

Connoisseurs of the previously-owned share their hunting ground in Paris, Berlin 
and Brimfi eld, MA.  Insider’s tip:  The best shows include Heart-O-The Mart.

Starts at 9am    Wednesday, May 10

  2023  
OPENING

DATES

20232023

www.brim� eld-hotm.com
info@brim� eld-hotm.com | PO Box 26, Brim� eld, MA 01010 | 413.245.9556

May 10
July 12

September 6

HEART-O-THE-MART

BRIMFIELD
MASS.

�
MILLER’S ANTIQUES 
Antiques, Collectibles and More

503.704.7075
Open by chance or appointment

2115 NE McDonald Lane • McMinnville, OR

OWNER Christine Coiteux
971.272.1694 | likelyfinds@gmail.com

113 Main Avenue, Tillamook OR 97141
 Likely Finds Antique Boutique
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Apr. 21–23, June 23–25
Oct. 13–15, Dec. 8–10

Yamhill County Fairgrounds

2070 NE Lafayette Ave, McMinnville, OR 97128
free parking!

If you have any questions, contact kristina.o@tenthmo.com

Come and join us!

Shop Antiques, Vintage, Flea, Local and much more!

Opening hours for guests:
Friday: 12pm–5pm (Early Bird 10am–12pm

Saturday 10am–5pm (Early Bird 9am–10am)
Sunday: 10am–3:30pm (Early Bird 9am–10am)

Admissions: FREE | EARLY BIRD SAT & SUN 9–10am $5

Collecting canned food to donate to YCAP.

SHOP HANDMADE CRAFTS, ANTIQUES AND MUCH MORE!

For more information: www.macfl ea.com
if you are interested in being a vendor: www.macfl ea.com/sell

M A K E R S ,  A R T I S T S ,  C O L L E C T O R S

Antiques - Junk
Collectibles - Primitives
Books - Toys
Graniteware

Old Kitchen Items
Old Farm Items

Furniture
Garden Items

39800 Cole School Rd
Scio, OR 97374
503-394-2209
Mon-Sat, 9-5 • Sun by appt.

JJJJ

‘‘
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Salem Hwy 22
Stayton

I-5

Albany to 
Albany




Cole School Rd H
w

y 226

Wine Country Antique Mall
Two Full Floors of Fabulous Finds

415 E. Hancock St.
Newberg, OR 97132

503.538.7875 • Open Daily

36 Years in Business
Find us on Facebook

Open Monday–Tuesday, Thursday–Saturday, 10–5pm
Wednesdays 10–3pm

503.472.0341, ext. 3 
1120 NE Lafayette Avenue, McMinnville

Our thrift shop features vintage & collectables plus a 
wide selection of quality preowned treasures.

Largest Inventory of
Antique American Oak Furniture in Oregon

Kitchenware • Mid-Century Barware •  Linens
& Much More!

17427 S Troutcreek Road,  Molalla, OR 97038
503-829-8733 | 503-789-8733

Open 3rd weekend of every month,
Saturday & Sunday, 11am–5pm 

Or by appoinment anytime

ANTIQUES
- LLC -

Russellville

RussellvilleAntiques

@oldgloryantiquesandvintage 
@oldgloryantiquemall

Open 7 days a week at 10am 
Call or Google for hours.

Extended hours starting Nov 1–Dec 31

ANTIQUES, VINTAGE,
COLLECTIBLES, UNIQUE GIFTS

360-906-8823
2000 Main St, Vancouver, WA 98660

Longest Running Antique Store
in Clark County, WA - 26 years & counting!!

antiques and oddities, 
vintage records, antique 
buttons, and other 
shiny objects. Cool stuff 
galore.

Owner Amanda 
Kingsley opened the 
store as a pop-up exper-
iment and on a whim 
for summer tourists. 
After seven years she 
is still having so much 
fun that the store has 
become a year-around 
community treasure. 

“Our store started out 
as a way to display and 
sell my favorite things, 
my sister›s antiques, 
and family heirlooms. 
It started as a summer 
pop-up store but I’ve 
loved it so much I’m 

still here after seven 
years.

“It’s good for my 
heart to see others 
come in and find some-
thing that has meaning 
for them. Seeing the 
smiles on their faces as 
they recall bygone times 
means so much to me,” 
Kingsley said.

Sharing the store is 
an amazing collection 
of LP records. Chuck 
Moses also works at 
the store, and he can 
tell you most anything 
about the records and 
help you find your lost 

golden oldie album.
Whether you are 

exploring Downtown 
Port Townsend’s water-
front with historic 
hotels and other really 
fun stores and galler-
ies, wine bars, restau-
rants, and coffee shops, 
or Uptown which has 
more stores, a bakery, 
pubs, restaurants and 
the seasonal Farm-
ers Market, or the 
Point Hudson Marina 
area downtown with 
its restaurants, camp-
ground, the historic 
Swan Hotel, whale 
watching excursions, 
marina, and the North-
west Maritime Center, 
or the Boat Haven 
boatyard, you are sure 
to be dazzled by the 
mountain and water 
views, the local flavors, 
and the town’s vintage 
charm. 

Port Townsend’s 

Uptown brings one 
up the hill and onto 
Lawrence Street, which 
is the center of activity 
for this lovely Victorian 
neighborhood. When 
you’re Uptown you may 
find yourself slowing 
down and wandering a 
bit more to find gems 
tucked into historic 
buildings on Lawrence 
Street and around the 
corners on adjoining 
streets. 

Uptown is where 
you’ll find Rust & 
Relic Vintage. Sale 
items from Rust & 
Relic overflow the shop 
onto the sidewalk with 
colors and textures that 
draw you in. You’ll find 
collectibles, vintage 
jewelry, and antiques 
that are difficult to leave 
behind. 

Rust and Relic is a 
woman-owned busi-
ness, Michele and 

Corrie have developed 
a knack for finding 
that special antique or 
collectible item. The 
twosome work with 
about six others who 
also have consignment 
items there.

The shop is about 
1,200 square feet, and 
it opened this past 
spring. Corrie brings 
her Labrador mix dog, 
Olive Oil, to the store.  
“Have you met our 
shop dog? Olive Oil has 
a social media page! We 
are definitely a dog-
friendly shop,” noted 
shop owner, Corrie.

“My store part-
ner, Michele, is the 
experienced one with 
antiques. She had a 
shop in Poulsbo for 
three years before we 
opened here. She has 
taught me so much, and 
now we are both out 
picking and finding a 
mix of vintage goods, 
furniture, clothing and 
a few new things and 
locally made pieces as 
well. We are still asking 
locals and visitors what 
they want us to carry.”

You can visit Rust & 
Relic Vintage without 
actually traveling to 
Port Townsend through 
their new online store 
at RustAndRelicVin-
tage.com. 

The Antique 
Company is an unas-
suming warehouse-
style store along Hwy 
19 between Port 
Hadlock and Port 

Townsend. Sometimes 
you pass an antique 
store and wish you had 
stopped. This is one of 
those places. And when 
you do stop you are not 
disappointed. 

One happy shopper 
posted this about their 
experience: “This place 
is the real deal if you›re 
looking for authen-
tic antique furniture 
with a large selection of 
exquisite pieces, all in 
beautiful condition. The 
friendly and knowl-
edgeable owners won’t 
breathe down your back 
while you browse, and 
they are ready to help 
when you need it. 

“My husband and 
I just went to look, 
but ended up buying 
a beautiful bookcase 
with leaded glass doors 
complete with skeleton 
key, and if you find a 
piece that doesn’t have 
the original key the 
owner will have one 
made up for you. Local 
delivery is also avail-
able!”

The Antique 
Company, owned by 
Mike and Debbie Slack, 
has been in the area 

for about 33 years. At 
more than 5,000 sq. feet 
you’ll find this space 
full of vintage furniture 
to fill that empty niche 
in your restoration proj-
ect or re-imaged room. 

Debbie Slack, “Over 
the years, we traveled 
to England, Scotland 
and Wales, but since 
travel and shipping is 
more difficult now due 
to Covid-19, more of 
our antiques today are 
American.

“Our furnishings are 
ready-to-use in homes 
and offices.”

As you are driving to 
Port Townsend on Hwy 
19, be sure to look for 
The Antique Company. 

Nearby you’ll find 
cafes and restaurants, 
including the lovely 
and historic Ajax Café 
in lower Hadlock, the 
iconic Chimacum 
Corner Farmstand, 
which is actually a 
very nice grocery and 
garden store. You’ll 
also find the Chima-
cum area community 
hub, Finnriver Farm 
& Cidery, where you’ll 
find great locally-
sourced food – from 
oysters to wood-fired 
pizzas and other epicu-
rean delights. Their 
ciders, live music, read-
ings, arts performances, 
and other engaging 
events are a great way to 

relax after a long day. 
Finnriver is family-

friendly with a Cider 
Garden covered seating 
area and outdoor seat-
ing, yard games, and 
farm tours.  

At first glance the 
Olympic Peninsula is 
an outdoor recreation 
destination particularly 
for those headed to the 
Olympic National Park, 
whale watching, fishing 
or to the many ocean 
beaches. Its towns offer 
dining, shopping, and 
lodgings that reflect the 
wealth of the region’s 
fishing, timber, boat-
building, and organic 
farming history, all 
representing a last-

ing legacy you’ll enjoy 
experiencing over and 
over… along with the 
antiques and collect-
ables you’ll discover 
along the way. One visit 
will not be enough time 
to explore this penin-
sula on a peninsula on 
the Salish Sea.

Linda Hanlon grew 
up as the middle child 
of seven in a family 
that loved antiquing 
in a town known for 
its famous flea market, 
Springfield, Ohio. She 
moved West to Seattle in 
1990, and she has found 
treasures all across the 
Pacific Northwest that 
fascinate and inspire 
especially in relation to 

family stories and the 

power of objects that span 

generations. She now 

lives in Port Townsend.

Classified section has arrive 
at OLD STUFF: See back 
page for more information!

Linda Hanlon/ for Old 
Stuff

The Antique Company 
(top right), a few miles 
from downtown Port 
Townsend on High-
way 19 offers a varied 
selection of antique 
and vintage furniture. 
Magpie Alley (top 
left) on Water Street 
provides an eclectic 
selection of vintage 
items.  Rust and Relics 
(center right) provides 
a grab bag of vintage 
and collectible goods. 
The farmer’s market 
(below), which oper-
ates May to October, 
provides fresh fruit 
and vegetable from 
local farms

Finnriver Farm and Cidery  
(top right) provides 
home cooked meals and 
entertainment. The Port 
Townsend Aero Museum 
(center) has a large 
collection of vintage 
planes dating back to the 
early years of aviation as 
well as one of the best 
collections of aviation 
art, such as this painting 
the Hawker Hurricane.  
The Point Wilson Light-
house in Fort Worden 
State Park provides a 
great place to relax after 
a day of  antique hunting 
(bottom)..
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Fox Hollow Antiques

866 Bridge Street
Vernonia, Oregon

ALWAYS BUYING
Specializing in primitives, 

country & folk art

Julie Kehoe

OPEN THURSDAY–SUNDAY, 10–5

Cell 503-502-7361

Art Pottery
Costume Jewelry
Vintage Clothing
Tools
Textiles
Glass

Furniture
China
‘50s Decor
Postcards
Airline 
   Memorabilia

7764 SW Capital Hwy
In Multnomah Village • Portland, OR

503-245-8283 • Mon-Sat, 11-5:30 • Sun, 12-5

MULTNOMAH ANTIQUES

“ANTIQUE ALLEY”
ANTIQUES - COLLECTIBLES - ECLECTIC
“Invest in Your Future by Collecting the Past”

Located in the Hollywood 42nd St. Station
1 Block North of Sandy Blvd

2000 NE 42nd Ave., Portland, OR 97213
(503) 287-9848 | www.antiquealleypdx.com

BRI-WAX and E-Z REFINISHING
PRODUCTS AVAILABLE

VENDOR SPACES/CASE AVAILABLE
MON-FRI 11:00-5:00

SAT 11:00-5:00
SUN CLOSED

415 Portland Ave, Gladstone, OR 97027 
Just off I-205, Gladstone Exit | 503 344 6874

Authentic Vintage

@gladstonemercantilellc
@jhoytoldstuff
@vintagegeoff

STORE IS ALWAYS PACKED WITH 
FABULOUS, TRUE ANTIQUES!

Open Thu–Sun, 10-5 

ALWAYS BUYING
RESTOCKING DAILY!

(Fantastic Prices)

886 Bridge Street,Vernonia,OR
971-710-4761

PENNEY LANE

American At Heart 

 

 The Finest in American Country Since 1984

Primitives, Antiques, Country & Colonial, Custom Shaker 
Style Furniture and High Quality Amish Made Upholstered 

Furniture plus Custom Braided Rugs up to 18 Feet

Thur - Sat, 11 - 4:30 | Sunday, 12 - 4
8203 SE 13th Ave.

Portland, OR 97202
503.235.5115

www.AmericanAtHeart.us
aheart1@comcast.net

DON’T MISS OLD STUFF’S 
NEW CLASSIFIED SECTION 

ON THE BACK COVER.

That ordinary utensil in use 
at every meal, the teaspoon, 

has not always been so ordinary. 
They were once used only for very 
special purposes. They have also 
undergone several modifications 
in shape.

All spons made during Colonial 
times had large bowls that were 
almost round, with short straight 
handles. The first major change 
in their shape occurred when tea 
drinking became popular. Then a 
variety of teaspoons appeared.

Teaspoons became smaller, and 
easier to manager with a teacup 
and saucer. They were sometimes 
called five o’clock spoons and were 

not as large as today’s teaspoon.

A tea-caddy spoon was another 
special shape designed to accom-
pany the tea-drinking ritual. 
It was used to measure out the 
correct amount of leaves from 
the tea canister. Some had small 
hooks on the underside for hang-
ing on the caddy. Others had a 
bowl shaped to resemble such 
things as a scallop shell, bird, fish 
and even a jockey cap.

The strainer teaspoon had a 
long, slender tapered handle and a 
pierced bowl. The handle was used 
to unclog the spot of the teapot 
from accumulated leaves; the bowl 
skimmed the leaves from the tea 

after it was poured.

Sugar spoons also were needed 
at the tea table. They were used 
in the sugar bowl and were wide, 
flaring and shallow. A fluted scal-
lop shape was common. 

A late addition to the tea table, 
not appearing until the end of 
the 19th century, was the tea-ball 
spoon. It had a pierced covered 
bowl. Tea leaves were placed 
inside and could be used to make 
a single cup of tea. These were 
included in some sets of sterling 
silver.

The ordinary teaspoon 
extraordinary to collectors

Teaspoons commemorate a variety of events and have become colletible items that all can enjoy.

OOne of the most 
important tools 

in any kitchen is the 
humble rolling pin. 
In most cases, it is 
a strictly utilitarian 
object — although the 
famous cartoon charac-
ters Maggie and Jiggs 
have also shown us 
that it can be used as a 
weapon!  

Wooden rolling pins 
are the most common 
type and have been so 
for several centuries 
now. The earliest ones 
had no handles. Some-
times called the French 
type, they were the 
easiest to hand carve 
because they consisted 
of a wide center 
section that tapered to 
narrower ends.

Cooks preferred 
handles, however, and 
other early wooden 
rolling pins had one or 
two stationary handles 

carved at the ends.
Hardwoods were 

used when avail-
able because they do 
not absorb fats or 
oils. Maple, mahog-
any, cherry and syca-
more were all carved 
into rolling pins; other 
woods such as pine, 
beech and applewood, 

can also be found. As 
in all phases of life, 
early craftsmen used 
the materials that were 
available. The pins came 
in a variety of sizes, too, 
from small ones for 
children and up to 30 
inches in length.

Although most roll-
ing pins were hand-

made, by the mid-1800s 
there were at least two 
companies producing 
them — Smith, Mason 
& Co. of Vermont, and 
Crystal Rolling Pin Co. 
of Massachusetts.

Wooden rolling pins 
were not always just 
smooth wood. Some 
were decorated or inlaid 
with bone or ivory. 
Another type had a 
deeply carved design 
that imprinted the 
design on cookie dough 
to make fancy cookies. 
An Italian version was 
divided into squares 
and used to roll out 
pasta dough.

One special pin was 
actually two. There were 
two rollers, side by side. 
Presumably this was to 
make the dough extra 
smooth. One clever 
arrangement had a 
dusting bin on top of 
the roller, to sprinkle 
flour during the roll-
ing process. Yet another 
type had a double 
barreled handle above 
the rolling pin to give 
an extra good grip.

There also were a few 
rolling pins made of 
metal. The early trav-
eling tinsmiths occa-
sionally produced a tin 
one. One somewhat 
later rolling pin was a 

Rolling Pins: a collectible worthy of the dough

combination utensil, 
with removable pieces 
for the ends, which 
allowed it to be used as 
a funnel, strainer and 
cookie cutter. Another 
metal rolling pin was 
nickel plated and 
weighted with lead to 
make it heavy enough 
to do the job.

Popular with pottery 
collectors as well as 
with collectors of roll-
ing pins are those made 
of stoneware, yellow 
ware or other ceramic 
materials. These were 
hollow cylinders. Some 
had two turned wooden 
handles, one of which 
was inserted through 
the body of the rolling 
pin and screwed onto 
the other handle at 
the opposite side. This 
made the pin return-
ing. Later versions in 
the first few decades 
of the 20th century 
had molded ceramic 
handles.

All pottery types 
were fired with a glaze, 
to make them non-
absorbent. Occasion-
ally they were used as 
premiums or advertis-
ing gimmicks, and the 
advertising message was 
fired under the glaze.

Glass rolling pins are 
some of the most inter-

esting. The earliest ones 
were handblown, with 
short blown handles at 
each end. They came 
in a variety of sizes 
and several different 
colors. These were not 
utilitarian. They were 
often decorated with 
romantic words in gilt, 
or scrollwork, and had 
a ribbon or cord tied to 
each end for hanging 
the pin on the wall.

This item was prob-
ably first introduced at 
Nails in England in the 
late 1700s. Collectors 
find them referred to by 
that name.

They were an espe-
cially popular gift for 
sailors to bring home to 
their wives or sweet-
hearts. Some were 
decorated with sail-
ing ships or sea birds. 
A favorite design had 
an anchor at one end 
and a ship at the other, 
with “My Love Is 
Thine” written on the 
line connecting them.
There was a superstition 
that if the glass roll-
ing pin fell off the wall 
and broke the loved one 
would be lost — either 
at sea or to another 
woman!

Some glass rolling 
pins had handle ends 
that were fitted with 
glass or cork stoppers. 
Sailors could fill them 
with commodities to 
bring home, such as 
sugar, cologne or even 
some smuggled rum. 
In the United States 
this glass type was used 
as a merchandising 
premium with tea or 
coffee inside.

There was a practi-
cal side to some of the 
glass rolling pins. Those 
with open ends were 
designed to be filled 
with chips of ice. In 
use, this kept the dough 
chilled and easier to 
work. Later models of 
this type were made 
into the 1930s, with 
these later versions 
having screw caps.

Although they are not 
showing up in refer-
ence books yet. In recent 
years the rolling pins 
made out of a crushed 
and molded marble 
material have become 
popular. Undoubtedly, 
in time these, too, will 
make their way into 
collections.

Rolling Pins have become a regular staple in many anttiue and vintage shoips.

CHECKOUT 
OUR NEW 

CLASSIFIED 
SECTION, 
SEE BACK  

COVER

Collectible teaspoons are found in 
many antique and vintage stores. They 
highlight many of key events celbrated 
in the US and around the world, from 
World Fairs to centennial anniversaries. 
These teaspoon are an inexpensive way 
to get started in collectinng .

45th Annual

February 25, 2023
9 am – 4 pm

Kent Commons
525 4th Ave. N, Kent WA

Featuring special guests
Randy & Debbie Coe, authors &
appraisers
Roy Taylor, glass repair & restoration
Eunique’s Jewelry Restoration & Repair

Admission :$3; proceeds to benefit 
selected charities

For more information contact
Terry Martin/tables, 253-838-0136
Sue Bradley, 206-817-8871

Presented by Green River Depression-Era Glass Club

GREEN RIVER

GLASS SHOW & SALE

Selling Early to Mid-20th Century
glass, jewelry, art pottery & collectibles.

45th Annual

February 25, 2023
9 am – 4 pm

Kent Commons
525 4th Ave. N, Kent WA

Featuring special guests
Randy & Debbie Coe, authors &
appraisers
Roy Taylor, glass repair & restoration
Eunique’s Jewelry Restoration & Repair

Admission :$3; proceeds to benefit 
selected charities

For more information contact
Terry Martin/tables, 253-838-0136
Sue Bradley, 206-817-8871

Presented by Green River Depression-Era Glass Club

GREEN RIVER

GLASS SHOW & SALE

Selling Early to Mid-20th Century
glass, jewelry, art pottery & collectibles.

GREEN RIVER
GLASS SHOW & SALE

FEBRUARY 25, 2023 
9am–4pm

Kent Commons
525 4th Ave. N, Kent WA

Selling Early to Mid-20th Century glass, jewelry, 
china, art pottery & collectibles.

45th Annual

Admission $3
(proceeds to benefit selected charities)

For more information, contact
Terry Martin/tables 523-838-0136 | Sue Bradley 206-817-8871

presented by Green River Depression-Era Glass Club

FEATURING SPECIAL GUESTS
Authors Randy & Debbie Coe

Glass Repair & Restoration Roy Taylor
Eunique’s Jewelry Restoration & Repair

Country Chicks Markets 2023

Follow us @ Country Chicks LLC
on Facebook & Instagram

Bring your truck & we’ll help you load it!

countrychicksllc@gmail.com

MAR 17 & 18 Enumclaw Expo Center

APR 21 & 22 SWWF Centralia

SEP 29 & 30 SWWF Centralia

NOV 3 & 4 Enumclaw Expo Center

DEC 1 & 2 SWWF Centralia
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255 North Hemlock St.
Cannon Beach, Oregon

(503) 436-2598

Open 7 days a week
11 am - 5 pm

Holiday • Vintage Sewing • Pottery
Tools • Books & More!!

The Rocking Horse Mall
Over 4700 sq. ft. of Antiques, Collectibles,

Vintage Finds, Doll House Miniatures & New Gift Items

1542 NE Hwy 101
Lincoln City, OR 97367

541-994-4647
rockinghorse@lincolncity.biz

Open 10–5, 5 days a week 
Closed Wednesdays & Thursdays • Parking in back of store

Open Daily from 10am to 6pm
3145 SE Ferryslip Rd, Newport OR

(Across the bridge to South Beach 
by the Aquarium) 

Experience a Treasure Hunt
with over 8000 sq. ft. of Booty!

Pirate’s Plunder
Antiques & Collectibles Mall

541-867-6000

By Rusty Rae
Associate Editor, 
OLD STUFF

WWhile many of 
us find winter 

storms that bring icy 
roads, flooding, and 
power outages are a 
general nuisance if 
not a total pain, Alan 
Rammer, one of many 
glass fishing float 
collectors, lives not for 
the storm but for the 
aftermath of the storm. 
That’s because those 
winter storms, specifi-
cally those out in the 
Pacific Ocean, are the 
triggering events that 
bring to-die-for glass 
globes to the beaches of 
the Pacific Northwest.

Rammer, who’s been 
collecting the glass 
globes for more than 50 
years, began his quest 
for the glass orbs on a 
family trip to Hawaii. 
The family was on the 
island of Kaua’i when 
they asked the woman 
at the front desk of 
their hotel where they 
should go to look for 
shells.

She answered, “You 
don’t want to look for 
shells, you want to 
look for glass bubbles.” 
Bubbles, that’s what 
they were called back 
then and she proceeded 
to give Rammer and his 
family instructions for 
how to find these glass 
jewels from the ocean.

She told the family 
they had to crawl and 
look through the under 
the brush – that’s 
where one would find a 
bubble. Rammer didn’t 
really know what he 
was looking for at the 

time, but was up to the 
adventure. “Tourists 
don’t  mess about in the 
weeds,” the desk clerk 
told him.

Sure enough luck or 
perhaps destiny was 
with Rammer when 
he found one of the 
lost bubbles that day 
and gleefully showed 
it off to the desk clerk 
on their return to the 
hotel. She directed 
Rammer to a bookstore 
in Honolulu, which he 
visited a few days later. 
There he found a copy 
of the book Beachcomb-
ing For Japanese Glass 
Fishing Floats by Amos 
Wood, who lived in 
Seattle.

Rammer attended the 
University of Washing-
ton in Seattle the next 
fall, his freshman year. 
One of his first sojourns 
from campus was to 
Woods’ home. “I looked 
him up, gave him a call 
and he invited me to 
his home,” Rammer 
recalled. That was the 
beginning of a long 
friendship with one of 
the preeminent experts 
in collecting glass fish-
ing floats.

Rammer, who went 
on to earn a degree in 
shellfish biology and 
invertebrate zoology, 
today lives in Aber-
deen, Washington. His 
collection of glass floats 
numbers more than 
300, each one with a 
special story.

“That’s the thing 
about collecting these 
glass fishing floats – 
each one has a story to 
tell,” Rammer said.

“Think about it – 

these floats began life, 
for the most part, in 
Japan – and they’ve 
travelled thousands of 
miles and to a certain 
extent it’s a bit of a 
miracle they wind up 
on our beaches,” he 
added. Floats begin life 
in the fishing industry 
and for one reason or 
another separate from 
their nets.

To understand how 
these floats get all the 
way to North American 
shores you have learn a 
smattering of oceanog-
raphy and meteorology. 

First, there’s the gyre 
which is defined as a 
large system of rotating 
ocean currents, accord-
ing to the National 
Ocean and Atmo-
sphere Administration 
(NOAA). The ocean 
churns up a variety of 
currents and together 
the larger more perma-
nent currents make up 
systems called gyres.

There are five major 
gyres, but the one we 
in the Pacific North-
west are most interested 
in is the North Pacific 
gyre, which is essen-
tially a circular current 
that delivers a variety of 
flotsam and jetsam to 
our beaches, including 
those fascinating glass 
globes from the fishing 
nets in Japan.

Rammer notes that as 
the current flows east-
ward, as it approaches 

Alaska, it splits into two 
currents. One travels 
north to Alaska, while 
the other pushes south, 
bringing the treasures 
of the Far East to the 
shores of Washington 
and Oregon.

Before we complete 
our review of the issues 
with current, we need 
to backtrack to the 
concept of the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch, 
sometimes called the 
Pacific Vortex Patch. 
According NOAA, this 
is a gigantic (and by 
that we mean too large 
for scientists to trawl) 
amalgam of plastic 
waste and other debris 
held together by the 
gyre current. Among 
the items trapped in 
this floating garbage pit 
are glass fishing globes.

This vortex doesn’t 
want to let go of its 
occupants. The only way 
it does is when an even 
larger weather event 

bashes it, breaking off 
a small piece, like a 
broken piece of cookie. 
The North Pacific gyre 
continues its circular 
motion bringing this 
cookie crumb of flot-
sam and jetsam closer 
to the West Coast 
shore.

As it travels down 
the coast of Washing-
ton and Oregon, there’s 
another challenge: the 
Davidson Current. This 
is a seasonally chang-
ing coastal counter-

current of the Pacific 
Ocean, running as far 
North as the lattitude 
48. Because of the two 
currents it requires a 
strong easterly wind to 
bring the floats ashore.

So now you see why 
those really hellacious 
storms that most of us 
hate bring a smile to 
the face of collectors 
of glass fishing floats. 
It first of all requires a 
storm to break the piece 
of the garbage patch 
off. Then as that patch 
gets close to the coast 
it takes another storm 
with West-blowing 
winds to blow the last 
vestiges of the garbage 
vortex cookie by the 
Davidson current and 
ashore.

Rammer says, “The 
first tell-tale sign there 
is chance of finding a 
glass globe is you’ll start 
seeing plastic bottles, 
dixie cups, light bulbs – 
light items that are on 
the surface. They’ll be 
the first – and they’ll be 
covered with algae.”

Within hours of 
seeing those items, 
Rammer added, 
“Expect to see the large 
glass floats – those 
which would ride high 
on the surface and 
which would catch the 

like a sail. The wind 
brings them to shore 
first.”

Following the large 
globes expect to see the 
medium sized floats, 
small floats, and the 
rolling pint floats. Be 
careful as well, as heavy 
water-logged logs will 
come ashore last – you 
don’t want to have one 
of these big fellows 
sneak up on you.

While the large floats 
may appear to be the 
most valuable, Rammer 

notes, “Size does not 
equate to value. Like 
anything else that is 
collected, the rarer an 
item, the more it will 
bring from collectors, 
assuming you aren’t 
keeping it for your 
collection.”

According to 
Rammer, the large 
glass floats — the size 
of a basketball or a bit 
larger, are marker floats. 
They were found at the 
start and end of nets 
and usually had some 
sort of a flag or later 
on perhaps a light that 
provided ownership 
and net location. 

Larger glass floats 
were used predomi-
nantly for Tuna fish-
ing. However, high 
seas tuna fishing ended 
in 1993 and today it 
is quite rare to find 
one of these floats. It 
would have first of all 
had to been captured 
by the garbage vortex 
nearly 30 years go. Then 
it would have had to 
be released from the 
garbage pit and travel to 
the shores of the United 
States.

Glass float sizes 
follow fish sizes, to a 
certain extent. Softball 
to orange sized floats 
were generally used for 
salmon fishing. Rolling 
pin and smaller golf ball 
sized floats were used  
for herring, bait fish, 
and octopus gathering. 

Today glass floats are 
all but an asterisk in 
history as the fishing 
industry has moved to 
cheaper plastic floats.

Finding an actual 
glass float that has 
washed up from one of 
the storms is cause for 
celebration. Today it’s a 
rare occurrence. 

  Nick Simpson, a 
retired dentist formerly 
of Waldport now 
living in Depoe Bay, 
Oregon is the Acces-
sion Volunteer at the 
North Lincoln County 
Historical Museum, 
and has been collecting 
glass floats for over 60 
years. 

He remembers back 
in the 1970s he could 
go to the beach after 
a storm and pick up 
a gunny sack of glass 
floats. Those days, sadly, 
are long gone. Simp-
son said he hasn’t found 
a float on the beach in 
more than 20 years.

Like Rammer, Simp-

son found one float on 
a college biology trip 
to the coast and was 
hooked. After dental 
school he moved to 
Waldport in the 1970s, 
which at the time, like 
much of the northwest 
coast, was a gold mine 
for finding and collect-
ing floats.

His most exciting and 
prized float now resides 
in the museum with 
many others from his 
collection, that at one 
time numbered more 
than 3,000 glass floats. 

“One night south 
of Waldport, after a 
big storm, we — my 
dog and I — were out 
on the beach. My dog 
actually found it. She 
was standing on top 
of a log waiting there. 
It was a big green 
jumbo float. I told her 
‘Good job, now go find 
another,’” he recalled.

This find was 
so special Simp-
son unearthed it and 
brought it back to his 
car and then went 
back out on the hunt 
— bringing home 
another gunny sack 
of floats. Today, those 
who comb the beaches 
looking for glass floats 
are somewhat secre-
tive -- like mushroom 
hunters. They have their 
special places and with 
the rarity of finds they 
don’t want anyone else 
to know their special 
coastal spots.

The North Lincoln 
County Historical 
Museum in Lincoln 
City has exhibits that 
show several types of 
floats.  Nick Simp-
son’s collection along 
with Jim Watson’s are 
on exhibit and show 
the various types and 
country of origin on 
the Pacific rim.  There 
are over 500 floats on 
exhibit and in stor-
age for visitors to enjoy.  
Each float is identified 
and there is history and 
information on indi-
vidual floats for those 
who would like to know 
more.  The museum has 

all of the books that 
are currently available 
for sale. There are also 
floats for sale. Its a great 
place to get basic infor-
mation, and more on 
glass float collecting.

In addition to the 
permanent display of 
floats by Simpson and 
Watson, there is also a 
traveling float exhibi-
tion which is heading to 
the Garibaldi (Oregon) 
Maritime Museum for 
a spring exhibition.

For Simpson, the 
thrill of finding the 
large green float, his 
first and only large float, 
made that float his 
favorite. But Rammer 
notes there are a 
number of metrics that 
determine value of a 
float: color, shape, and 
markings.

According to 
Rammer the color 
of the float is deter-
mined by the glass that 
was used in blowing 
the float. Clear floats 
generally are made from 
recycled window glass. 
These floats are perhaps 
some of the oldest, 
dating from the late 
1800s to 1920s. Age 
gives individual floats a 
certain cache.

Aqua floats indicate 
a period when float 
makers shifted from 

The permanent display of glass fishing floats at the North Lincoln County Historical Museum is 
a great place for novitiate collectors to get started. The collection gives insight into the variety 
of glass floats from the 12-inch longline (top) , to the frosted blue six-inch and the frosted bullet 
float (center) and the purple pie seal float (bottom).

Retired dentist Nick Simpson, formerly of Waldport now of 
Depot Bay, with a basketball-sized green Japanese float. His 
collection numbered more than 2,000 at one time. Most have 
been donated to the museum..

Oregon, Washington 
coastal cities offer 
glass floats to find

While finding glass fishing floats these days 
may be a rare occurance, there are numerous 
opportunituies to find floats on the Oregon and 
Washington beaches thanks to several promo-
tional programs.

Westport, Washington will be populating 
its beach with glass floats From January thru 
Memorial Day the Westport South Beach 
Historical Society and the Westport Mari-
time Museum will litter the beach with original 
Japanese glass floats.

Ocean Shores gets into the act with a Beach 
Comber Swap Meet March 4-5 where you’ll be 
able to find a number of booths selling floats as 
well as purchase a glass globe.

 Lincoln City (Oregon) beaches get the full 
meal deal with regular drops of glass floats 
throughout the year.

Here’s the Finders Keepers “special drop” 
schedule thru June:
Feb. 11-18 – Antique week: 100 Japanese 
antique floats
Feb. 12-14 – Valentine’s Day: 50 Red/
pink/white floats
March 18-April 16 – Spring break: 200 
floats
April 21-23 – Earth Day: 50 Earth Day 
floats
May 12-14 – Mother’s Day: 50 floats
May 27-29 – Memorial Day: 50 Red/
white/blue floats
June 17-18 – Father’s Day: 50 floats
June 23-24 – Casino Anniversary: 28 
floats
June 24-25 – Summer Kite: 10 floats

window glass to Saki 
bottles. Other colors, 
such as green and blue, 
indicate other types 
of glass used in the 
process. Rammer also 
said the other thing 
that creates value in a 
glass float is the mark-
ings on the float.

“Floats that have 
the maker’s marks on 

Storms are the friends of glass float collectors
The journey of 3,000 miles begins with a single storm

See FLOATS, 19
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 The Farmhouse Show

Russellville Antiques

 South End Antique Mall

Main Street Mercantile

Wagon Wheel
Dollers Show

Polk Flea
Market

 Aurora Colony

Pink Door Antiques

JJ’s Ranch Shop
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Mac Flea
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106 SE Evergreen
Redmond, OR
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 Keeper’s Corner

OAKLAND FLOUR MILL
ANTIQUES AND GIFTS
132 NE 1st St
Oakland, OR
541-802-6815
Open 7 days a week, 10am–5pm

KEEPER’S CORNER
195 E Main St
Klamath Falls, OR

THE ANTIQUE PEDDLERS
650 Main St
Springfi eld, OR

SOUTHERN OR

VERNONIA

Penney Lane Antiques

Fox Hollow Antiques

47

47

47

The Rusty Nail Vernonia

VERNONIA OR
FOX HOLLOW ANTIQUES
866 Bridge Street
Vernonia, OR

PENNEY LANE ANTIQUES
886 Bridge Street
Vernonia, OR

THE RUSTY NAIL VERNONIA
902 Bridge Street
Vernonia, OR

AMERICAN AT HEART
8203 SE 13th Ave
Portland, OR

ANTIQUE ALLEY
2000 NE 42nd Ave
Portland, OR

GLADSTONE MERCANTILE
415 Portland Ave
Gladstone, OR

MULTNOMAH ANTIQUES
7764 SW Capital Hwy
Portland, OR

ROSE CITY COLLECTOR’S MARKET
July 10, Aug 14, Sept 18
10000 NE 33rd Dr
Portland, OR

ROSE CITY VINTAGE MARKET
Oct 21–22
2060 N Marine Dr
Portland, OR

TIP TOP VINTAGE
2001 E Burnside
Portland, OR

2 CS VENDOR MALL
215 S 1st Str
St. Helens, OR
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 Susantiques & Collectibles

Gladstone Mercantile

OREGON CITY

Rose City Vintage Market

Rose City Colectors Market

Tip Top Vintage

Antique Alley

 American at Heart

Multnomah Antiques  

PORTLAND METRO

ST. HELENS OR

OR MAP
OREGON

HOMEWARD BOUND PETS
AND HUMANE SOCIETY
1120 NE Lafayette Ave.
McMinnville, OR
503.472.0341
Open Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm

MCMINNVILLE
ANTIQUES MALL
334 NE 3rd St.
McMinnville, OR
503.583.1398
10am–5pm 7 days a week

WINE COUNTRY
ANTIQUE MALL
415 E Hancock St
Newberg, OR
503.538.7875
Open Daily

AURORA COLONY
Downtown District
Aurora, OR

JJ’S RANCH SHOP
39800 Cole School Rd
Scio, OR

MAC FLEA SHOWS
March 5, April 2,
May 7, 2023
Yamhill Country Fairgrounds
McMinnville, OR

MAIN STREET MERCANTILE
21610 Main St NE
Aurora, OR

MILLER’S ANTIQUES
2115 NE McDonald Ln
(S. at Staples stoplight,
1.5 blks)
McMinnville, OR

PINK DOOR ANTIQUES
Wilsonville, OR

POLK FLEA MARKET
First Sunday of Every Month
Polk County Fairgrounds
Rickreall, OR

RUSSELLVILLE ANTIQUES
17427 S Troutcreek Rd
Molalla, OR

SOUTH END ANTIQUES
21128 Hwy 99E
Aurora, OR

THE FARMHOUSE SHOW
Oct 27–29, 2022
5605 Jubille Dr SE
Turner, OR

WAGON WHEELS DOLLERS SHOW
Oct. 8, 2022
Polk County Fairgrounds
Rickreall, OR
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NEWPORT

DEPOE BAY

SEASIDE

CANNON BEACH

Pirate’s Plunder

 Cottage & Castle

 The Butler Did It

LINCOLN CITY

The Rocking Horse Mall

COOS BAY ANTIQUE SHOPS
Coos Bay, OR

COTTAGE & CASTLE
501 S Holladay
Seaside, OR

LIKELY FINDS
113 Main Ave
Tillamook,OR

PIRATE’S PLUNDER
3145 SE Ferry Slip Rd
Newport, OR

THE BUTLER DID IT
255 N Hemlock St
Cannon Beach, OR

THE ROCKING
HORSE MALL
1542 NE Hwy 101
LIncoln City, OR

WILD RIVERS ANTIQUES
& GIFTS, LLC
16218-B W, Hoffeldt Ln
Brookings Harbor, OR

OR COAST

101

BROOKINGS

Wild Rivers Antiques

131

101

TILLAMOOK 

Likely Finds Antiques

2

97

WENATCHEE

APPLE ANNIE ANTIQUE GALLERY



CASHMERE

CASHMERE WA

APPLE ANNIE ANTIQUE GALLERY
100 Apple Annie Avenue
Cashmere, WA
9am–6pm 7 days a week
509-782-4004
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SEATTLE

AUBURN

EDMONDS

SNOHOMISH

LAKEWOOD
PUYALLUP

TACOMA

MT VERNON

PORT ORCHARD

CHEHALIS

SPANAWAY

Aurora Antique Pavilion 

BELLEVUE
Fan Association
of North America

KENT

TUKWILA

 Pacific Run Antique Mall

Olde Central
Antique Mall

Antique
Marketplace

Green River
Glass Show

District
Puyallup Antique

 South Tacoma 

Old Main Street
Antique Mall

  Antique Mall

Fairlook
Antiques

SEATTLE AREA
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ALOHA

ABERDEEN

WESTPORT

ILWACO

Past & Present Mercantile  

 Antique Gallery

JUNK QUEENS

WA COAST
JUNK QUEENS
2681 Westhaven Dr
Westport, WA
360-581-5494
www.JunkQueens.show

PAST & PRESENT MERCANTILE
114 E Heron St
Aberdeen, WA
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14

30
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CAMAS

LONGVIEW
 Commerce Corner Collectibles

VANCOUVER

Old Glory Antiques
Main St Vintage Home

SOUTHWEST WA

COMMERCE CORNER COLLECTIBLES
1300 Broadway
Longview, WA

COUNTRY CHICKS MARKETS
Mar 17 & 18, Apr 21 & 22,
Sep 29 & 22, Nov 3 & 4,
Dec 1 & 2
Enumclaw & Centraila, WA

MAIN ST VINTAGE HOME
1803 Main St.
Vancouver, WA

OLD GLORY ANTIQUES
2000 Main St.
Vancouver, WA

WA MAP

ANTIQUE MARKETPLACE
1809 Howard Rd, Suite B
Auburn, WA

AURORA ANTIQUE
PAVILION
24111 Hwy 99
Edmonds, WA

FAIRLOOK ANTIQUES
81 ½ S Washington St
Seattle, WA

FAN ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA 
Assemblage April 26-30, 2023
Bellevue, WA

GREEN RIVER GLASS SHOW
Feb 25, 2023
Kent Commons
525 4th Ave N
Kent, WA

OLDE CENTRAL ANTIQUE MALL
801 Bay St
Port Orchard. WA

OLD MAIN STREET
ANTIQUE MALL
16511 Pacifi c Ave So
Spanaway, WA

PACIFIC RUN
ANTIQUE MALL
10228 Pacifi c Ave
Tacoma/Parkland, WA

PUYALLUP
ANTIQUE DISTRICT
Historic Downtown
Puyallup, WA

SOUTH TACOMA
 ANTIQUE MALL
8219 S Tacoma Way
Lakewood, WA 

OREGON CONTINUED WASHINGTON

44
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95

395
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495

WORCHESTER

MASSACHUSETTS

CONNECTICUT RHODE ISLAND

BRIMFIELD

BOSTON

Heart-O-The-Mart

PROVIDENCE

BRIMFIELD MA
HEART-O-THE-MART
May 11,  July 13,  Sept 7
Brimfi eld, MA
Brimfi eld-hotm.com

MASSACHUSETTS

CENTRALIA

Country Chicks Markets

410

ENUMCLAW

Country Chicks Markets
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Antiques-Crafts-Collectibles-Books-Glassware   
China-Furniture-Home Décor - Fine Arts-Jewelry 

Wood Carvings-Vintage Clothing & Toys  
 

Open: Mon -Sat 11 am -5:30 pm    Sun 12 -5 pm 
114 East Heron Street  
Aberdeen, WA  360 532-9794 

Email: PastnPresentMerc@hotmail.com       

PAST & PRESENT 
MERCANTILE

From Interstate 5,
take HWY 512 East.

Exit Parkland/Spanaway 
to HWY 7

Old Main Street
Antique Mall

MONDAY–SATURDAY
10 am–5 pm

SUNDAY
Noon–5 pm

253-536-3241

16511 Pacifi c Avenue South • Spanaway, WA
Find us on Facebook

OMSAntiques@yahoo.com

OPEN DAILY
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112TH ST

165TH ST

ON THE ROAD TO RAINIER

PARKLAND
SPANAWAY

112TH ST
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10228 Pacific Ave.
Tacoma/Parkland, WA 98444

Parkland’s largest!
24,000 sq. ft. of disPlays featuring over 100 selected dealers

Antiques, Collectibles, Kitchenware,
Depression Glass, Pottery, Linens, Toys,

Furniture, Jewelry

Be unique - shoP antique
(253) 539-0117

Mon-Sat, 10-6 • Sunday, 11-5

antiqueMa llPacificrun

THE ANTIQUE PEDDLERS

Do nw o nwt pS r ni f eig ld

Quality Antiques
Lane County’s Oldest Antique Mall
6,000 Sq Ft of Unique Merchandise

650 Main Street, Springfield, OR
Mon-Sat, 10-5 • Sun, Noon-5

Art • Tools • Furniture • New & Vintage Clothes
Jewelry • Cast Iron & Unique Kitchen Gadgets

Toys • Records 

132 NE First Street, Oakland, OR
541-802-6815 | Open 7 days, 10am–5pm

••

Donny’s Pay-N-Pak

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
10000 NE 33rd Drive • Portland, OR

FEB 12
MARCH 12

APRIL 9
MAY 7

SEPT 17
OCT 15
NOV 12
DEC 10

Antiques Collectibles Vintage Market

2023 DATES

Tables $35 each, call Donny at 503-919-6391
email Donnjr2021@gmail.com

Early Buyers $5, 7am–9a • Regular Show $2, 9am–2pm
Over 125 tables & FREE PARKING

LittLe Ad - Big Store

AURORA ANTIQUE PAVILION
Greater Seattle’s Largest Antique Mall

30,000 Sq. Ft. of Antiques
200+ Dealers

24111 Hwy 99 • Edmonds, WA 98026
(425) 744-0566
Mon. - Fri., 10-7

Sat., 10-6 • Sun., 11-6

The Dorflinger Glass 
Company existed from 
1852 until 1921. During 
that time it produced 
some of the finest glass 
made in America.

The business was 
started in Brooklyn, 
New York by Christian 
Dorflinger. Poor health 
caused the physician to 
recommend Dorflinger 
get out of Broolyn. 
At the time, 1862, 

Mills. Part of it is still 
standing today, as are a 
few cottages he built for 
his workers.

Christian Dorfling-
er’s glass was of the 
highest quality and the 
company is most often 
thought of today as 
makers of cut glass. 

Customers included 
President and Mrs. 
Abraham Lincoln. 
Dorflinger made a set 
of cut crystal for their 
White House table. It 
was used until the term 
of Grover Cleveland. 

President Harrison 
acquired a set of 520 
pieces in the company’s 
Russian design and 
Theodore Roosevelt 
ordered the first high-
ball glasses.

The White Mills 
plant produced not only 
the cut and engraved 
glass, which they sold 
under their own name, 
but also provided some 
of the best blanks 
for other decorating 
houses. In 1867 they 
added their own cutting 
shop at White Mills, 
under the direction of 
John O’Connor.

The years between 
1881 and 1904 are 
considered the golden 
years of Dorflinger, 
which by this time was 
named C. Dorflinger 
and Sons. The 1880s 
was the start of the 
Brilliant Period in 
American cut glass and 
Dorflinger was one of 
the leaders in this new, 
heavier, prismatic style.

O’Conner, manag-
ing and working in 
Dorlinger’s cutting 
department, is generally 
recognized as invent-
ing a wheel capable of 

Dorflinger was 34 years 
old and in poor health. 
Acting on the physi-
cians advice Dorflinger 
packed up his wife and 
children and moved to 
a village called White 
Mills in northeastern 
Pennsylvania.

His health improved 
after getting out of the 
city. Within two years 
he started up another 
glasshouse in White 

Strawberry Diamond 
& Fan and Renaissance 
— both made by several 
companies, comprised 
the company’s most 
popular patterns.

Dorflinger glass did 
not use an acid-etched 
trademark. Instead, 
paper labels were 
attached to each piece. 
This has made authen-
tication much more 
difficult for today’s 
collectors. When silver 
was used in conjunction 
with the cut glass, the 
name Dorflinger was 
often imprinted on the 
metal.

Although proably 
most often thought 
of in connection 
with its cut lead crys-
tal, the company also 
responded to the 
demand for colored 
glass late in the 19th 
century, by produc-
ing both solid colors 
and cased blanks. The 
pieces which were cut 
on the overlay blanks 
are especially stun-
ning, especially those of 
the company’s emerald 
green overlays. These 
blanks, too, were sold 
to other cutting houses, 
such as Hawkes. It 

takes a very knowl-
edgeable collector to 
tell which pieces were 
cut by Dorflinger itself, 
and which by one of 
the other fine cutting 
houses.

Dorflinger’s colors 
included sapphire blue 
and ruby, in addition 
to emerald green. In 
the early 20th century, 
amethyst, turquoise, 
amber, cobalt blue, lilac, 
rose, poppy, and pale 
green were also made.

From 1904 until 1917 
an acid-etched, color-
less art glass was also 
made and marketed 
under the name Kalana 
glass.  Some Kalana 
pieces combined etch-
ing with stone engrav-
ing. At least 38 different 
patterns of Kalana glass 
have been identified.

The Dorflinger 

Dorflinger glass graced the homes of many including Pre3si-

dent and Mrs. Lincoln. It came in a wide variety of pieces, bowls, 

glasses, and even a bell (below). 

Factory Museum may 
be visited today. The 
museum displays the 
full range of the compa-
ny’s output through 
the years, including 
cut, engraved, etched, 
gilded, named and 
cased glass.

The museum 
is located at 670 

Texas Palmyra 
Highway,Hawley, PA 
18428. Hours are 10-5 
Wednesday through 
Saturday, 1-5 Sunday, 
and closed Monday and 
Tuesday. Their mail-
ing address is Box 353, 
White Mills, PA 18473. 

An excellent refer-
ence book, Dorflinger, 

See NEXT page

and wrinkled. Since lights can’t 
be hung on the tree, aluminum 
trees were usually illuminated by 
a revolving lighted color wheel at 
the base. 

The Aluminum Specialty Co. 
of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, made 
the first aluminum trees in 1959. 
Trees were made in silver, gold 
and several other colors, but silver 

was the most popular. Reproduc-
tion and new aluminum trees have 
been made. 

The value of a vintage alumi-
num tree depends on size, desir-
ability and condition. Some 
people like “Pom Pom” trees that 
have branches with flared ends 
resembling pompoms, while 
others prefer trees with more real-
istic-looking branches. A 6-foot 
Sparkler Pom-Pom tree with 91 
pom-pom end branches, original 

box and sleeves sold recently for 
$461. A 6-foot tree with 49 “real-
istic” branches and a color wheel 
sold for $202. And a 7-foot tree 
with 154 realistic branches and a 
plastic stand sold for $461.

Looking to declutter, down-
size or settle an estate? Kovels’ 
Antiques & Collectibles Price 
Guide 2022 by Terry and Kim 
Kovel has the resources you’re 
looking for.

Kovels 
Continued from 4

CHECK OUT THE CASSIFIED SECTON  
ON THE BACK PAGE

American’s Finest 
Glass, 1852-1921, is 
available. It was written 
by John Quentin Feller 
and published in 1988 
by Antique Publica-
tions (note: it is not a 
price guide). The hard-
cover cost is $23.93 at 
Amazon.

Are you interested in collecting 
hand fans? 

 If so, you should check out 
this year’s Fan Association of 
North America (FANA) 40th 
annual meeting in Las Vegas, NV, 
on April 25-30, 2023.  FANA 
members will gather to view and 
learn about historic, unique, and 
Vegas-style hand fans.

Combining some special 
museum visits, member fan view-
ing and seminars, the annual 
meeting will include an educa-
tional agenda to delight fan 
enthusiasts.

The program should have some-

thing for everyone--and a few 
surprises thrown in, Vegas-style! 
The hotel is a short walk from the 
famous Las Vegas Strip. A meet-
ing highlight is the members’ 
fan sale that offers extraordinary 
antique fans along with other fans 
in all price ranges, followed by a 
fun charity fan auction to bene-
fit FANA’s educational outreach 
efforts. The meeting will culmi-
nate with a gala dinner where 
members are encouraged to bring 
a “glamorous” feather fan to 
brighten the evening. 

If you cannot make this year’s 
meeting, the next FANA annual 

meeting will be held in the Los 
Angeles area June 2024 (exact 
date TBA). 

FANA welcomes new members 
who may join by visiting FANA’s 
web site, fanassociation.org. In 
addition to the annual meet-
ing, member benefits include the 
FANA newsletter and journal, 
virtual presentations, timely news, 
and regional meetings. Also check 
out fan discussions on Facebook 
at Hand Fan Collectors. For further 
information contact Kathryn 
Hanna at westonkafan@gmail.
com or call 952-200-9727. 

Come for the fans, stay for glitz
FANA annual meeting set for Vegas

The Dorflinger Factory Museum located in Hawley, Pennsylvannia. It offers a complete study of the glass the company made through the years. The historic building 
where the glass was made is also on site for tours (below).

cutting a curved mitre. 
In 1886 he was issued 
a patent for his Pari-
sian pattern, the first 
to incorporate the new 
cut. It furnished the 
basis for several other 
new designs.

Three other patents 
for brilliant-cut 
designs were assigned 
to Dorlfinger during 
this period: Florentine, 
Colonial and Lorraine. 
These, along with 

Examples of Dorflinger glass 
are varied and include mugs 
such as the one at left and 
chalices as seen above.The  
company produced its glass-
ware in a variety of colors.

Dorflingler Glass: America’s finest cut glassAmerica’s finest cut glass
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SOUTH TACOMA
ANTIQUE MALL

Pierce County’s Largest
Antiques & Collectibles Mall

Over 50,000 sq. ft. and 140+ Booths

We have a large selection of 
Vintage & Antique Furniture,

Kitchen Gadgets, Linens,
Glassware, Jewelry, Primitives

and Lots More!

8219 S. Tacoma Way • Lakewood, WA 98499
(253) 584-0500

Open Daily 10am - 5:30pm

*Looking for something? 
Chances are we have it! 
The coffees always on.

Fairlook Antiques
Photos & Postcards

Stereoviews
Ephemera

(206) 622-5130
811/2  S. Washington St.

Seattle, WA 98104
Wed. – Fri. & Sun. 10:30 – 3

fairlookantiques@gmail.com
Please call first as hours

may differ due to the show schedule.

PUYALLUP  ANTIQUE  DISTRICT
7 DAYS A WEEK

OVER 100+ DEALERS
1 Mile N. of the Fairgrounds in
Historic Downtown Puyallup

“Make A Weekend Of It!”
For map of shops, hotels & restaurants

call 253-445-8330 • www.antiquedistrict.net

100 Apple Annie Avenue, 
Cashmere, WA  
9am–6pm 7 days a week 
509-782-4004

70,000 Square Feet of 
FUN under one roof!

FARMER’S
CO-OP

ANTIQUES

Farmer’s Co-op Antiques
Central Oregon’s Largest Antique Mall

106 SE Evergreen
Redmond, OR

(541) 548-7975

Open Daily, 10am - 5 pm

Antique Furniture
Antique Glassware

Metal Art
Country Décor

Primitives, Clocks
Farmhouse Décor

Handpainted Items
Americana

Hand Crafted Jewelry
Children’s Items

Repurposed Furniture
And you name it!!!
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THEY MAKE  
THE SALE! 
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By Anne Gilbert 
The Antique Dective

CCall them jugs, mugs 
or pitchers, Toby 

figures of an ugly seated 
man holding a liquor 
cask, have a long history 
that began in the late 
18th century. 

However, over the 
decades the figures 
and their makers have 
continually changed. 
There are even Toby 
figural teapots. These 
days they often depict 
American presidents, 
celebrities and histori-
cal figures. They are 
known as character 
jugs. 

Subjects vary from 
Clark Gable to JFK and 
the recent stars of the 
Black Panther movie. 
They are known as 
character jugs. 

Over the years 
hundreds have been 
made in all shapes 

as character jugs.

Another distinctive 
early type was made by 
William Pratt(1780-
1840), known as Prat-
tware. When made with 
a bluish glaze they are 

called pearlware. Early 
pieces also had molded 
teeth and lips.

The first Toby’s were 
made in the form of a 
seated, jovial, stout man 
dressed in the attire of 

the period, wearing a 
tri-corn hat, puffing 
on a pipe and holding 
a mug of ale. They are 
referred to as “ordinary 
Tobias.” The tri-corn 
hat forms a pouring 
spout and a handle is 
attached to the rear.

By the 1820s these 
jugs were very popular 
and were commonplace 
in homes and pubs.    

Sometimes there are 
overlaps. For instance, 
there are Majolica 
Toby’s made by both 
English and Ameri-
can potteries, such as 
Bennington , in the late 
1860s. Most notewor-
thy are those made by 
Minton. Hundreds 
were made in all shapes 
and sizes.      

The finishes were 
changed over the years 
to include black basalt, 
pearlware and even 
sterling silver. 

 Legend has it that 
the Toby is named for 
an Englishman, Toby 
Philpot, a heavy drinker 
of alcoholic beverages. 

American subjects 
were often made in the 
English Toby form. 
One rare and famous 

example depicted 
Benjamin Franklin 
taking snuff. Reproduc-
tions have been made.

Collections can 
have unusual begin-
nings. Such was the 
case for fifteen year old 
Canadian Steve Mull-
ins. While attending 
boy’s camp in 1947. 
His camp counselor 
convinced him to spend 
his nine dollar candy 
money on six small size 
Royal Doulton char-
acter jugs, pictured 
in a catalog. Over the 
following years he 
bought them as gifts 
for his mother and 
himself. By 1980 he 
had moved to Evan-
ston, Illinois and his 
collection numbered 
300. By 1995 his collec-
tion numbered over 
2,000. In 2005 Mullins 
opened the “Ameri-
can Toby Jug Museum” 
in Evanston, Illinois. 
Today it is the largest 
in the world with its 
collection of over 8,000 
pieces. Hundreds visit 
it annually from around 
the world.

Reproductions of 
both the Toby jugs from 
England and America 

Toby figure mugs for history, collectors
Ugly mugs date to 1770s

and sizes. Identify-
ing authentic early 
jugs requires an expert 
appraiser or collector.

Historically, the 
earliest Toby jugs were 
made by Whieldon and 
Ralph Wood potteries 
in the 1770s, in Staf-
fordshire, England. 
They are typically 
cream, green and 
brown. While some 
are signed by Ralph 
Wood, others may just 
have a scrolled, painted 
“s”. They were made by 
other English potteries 
as well.

 Royal Doulton 
pottery began making 
Toby jugs in England 
in 1800. It has never 
stopped making them. 
Over the years forms 
evolved in shape and 
size. They are the lead-
ing maker of contem-
porary versions known 

Dating back to the late 1770s, Toby Mugs feature historical men integrated into coffee/tea cups. These have included presidents 
and movie stars. Made in both the UK and the US,today there are scads of reproductions on the market. Prices range from under 
$30 to $3,500 for very rare items.

have never stopped 
being reproduced. They 
have been made in 
countries around the 
world from Japan to 
Germany. By now many 
made in England in 
the 1920s show enough 
signs of age to be passed 
off as antiques.

The early English 
Toby’s were of a creamy, 
bone paste. They are 
also extremely light to 
the touch unlike repro-
ductions. Another clue, 
early English Toby’s 
had dotted eyebrows, 
curled pipe on his 
chest and a scalloped 
top on his hat. Late 
19th century pieces 
made by Copeland and 
Minton are marked, 
Staffordshire mugs 
are usually unmarked. 
While the traditional 
Toby male form was 
made so were female 
and male standing 
figures. The female 
figures were uncom-
mon.

These days prices 
range from $30.00 to 
several thousand. Rari-
ties come to major 
auction houses and 
specialty dealers. A rare 
Clark Gable celebrity 
jug, made in 1934 in 
connection with his 
role in the movie “Gone 
With The Wind” by 
Royal Doulton is being 
offered for $3,500 on 
eBAY. Only 100 were 
made. 

Check eBay prices 
to get an idea of types. 
There are also Price 
Guides and books on 
the subject. 

Floats 
Continued from page 13

A marker bouy from the 
North Lincoln County 
Museum, complete with 
battery, light, rope and 
barnacles.

There are an assortment of books on collecting glass fishing 
floats, most available on Amazon or through a seller on eBay. A  
classic on the subject. pictured above, Amos Wood’s, Beach-
combing for Japenes Glass Floats.

them — Kanji symbols 
— are more valuable 
since they allow one to 
determine the manu-
facturer and the general 
date of manufacture. 
Most of the floats you 
find today —if you are 
lucky enough — are at 
least 75 years old and 
probably more in the 
range of 100-years old,” 
Rammer said.

“The Hokuyo glass 
float is the Cadillac 
or Mercede Benz of 
float collecting,” noted 
Rammer. Finding a 
float with those mark-
ings will make any 
collector’s eyes light up 
Rammer said.

There are a number 
of books available that 
assist one in both find-
ing glass floats and 
determining value.

These include: “Glass 
Fishing Floats of the 
World, by Alan Rammer 
and Stu Farnsworth,  
Second edition; Glass 

Ball by Walter Pich; the 
classic Beachcombing for 
Japanese Glass Floats by 
Amos Wood. These are 
normally available on 
Amazon or eBay. 

While finding floats 
washed ashore these 
days is uncommon, 
there are a number of 
ways you can start a 
collection. Many of 
the coastal antique and 
vintage stores have 
floats. You can also find 
glass floats for sale on 
eBay and Etsy, but as 
always, let the buyer 
beware.

Rammer said there 
will be a large beach 
combing swap meet 
at the Ocean Shores 
Convention Center 
March 4 and 5. You’ll 
be able to get items 
appraised and there 
will also be a number of 
booths with a variety of 
glass floats for sale.

A sharp eye may spot 
a float of great value. 
Rammer once found a 
glass float at a garage 
sale. He said he paid 
$1,000 for it and then 
turned around and 
sold it to a collector 
in Hawaii for $8,500. 
Simpson noted that he 
once sold a very rare 
float — perhaps there 
were only three or four 

in existence at the time 
— for $7,200.

 Likes stamp collec-
tors or bottle collectors, 
glass float collectors 
find one style of float 
and then look for the 
variations of that float. 

The next time a major 
winter storm hits the 
Pacific Northwest, don’t 
rue the high water, nor 
the power outrages, 
or even the inconve-
nience of  flooding. Say 

a prayer these winter 
tempests bring those 
glorious glass orbs to 
the sandy beaches of 
the coast — and maybe 
you’ll be one of the 
lucky ones to find a 
glass float.

See NEXT page

Fascinated with hand fans?
 Join FANA

Come to our annual meeting 
in Las Vegas, Nevada

April 26–30, 2023

• Connect, share and learn 
with other enthusiasts!

• Join at fanassociation.org
• Find us onFacebook:  

Hand Fan Collectors

Fan Association of North America
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Transform your furniture into beautiful new pieces with custom furniture painting.
We off er hundreds of colors, Redesign with Prima transfers & wax options.

Our design studio is located in Wilsonville, OR and serves the entire Portland,
Salem and surrounding areas. Call for appointment or e-mail

for furniture painting quotes.

Hunter Taylor, Owner/Designer
Hunter@PinkDoorAntiques.com

Portland’s premiere design studio.

PinkDoorAntiques.com
Pink.Door.Antiques

Join our mailing list for exclusive discounts & off ers!

801 Bay Street | Port Orchard, WA 98366
360-895-1902 | oldcentralantiquemall.com

Mon–Fri 11 to 5
Sat 10 to 5 | Sun 11 to 5
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