
From the Desk of 
Jonathan E. Thompson 

 
 
July 22, 2014 
 
Office of the Secretary of State 
Elections Division 
255 Capitol Street NE, Suite 501 
Salem, OR 97310 
Attn: Jennifer Hertel 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Dear Jennifer, 
 
In reviewing the political action committee registered to the Polk County Republican Central 
Committee (PAC ID# 338) there appear to be some irregularities.  I am requesting the Elections 
Division look into the following issues: 
 

1) For calendar year 2014, the PAC has reported just three transactions to your office.  At 
their monthly meetings, members of the committee regularly report additional 
contributions and expenditures.  At the meeting held on Monday, July 14, 2014 it was 
reported the PAC had a balance of approximately $4,100.  According to ORESTAR, the 
PAC balance is $9,308.56 as of July 21, 2014.  There are no contributions or 
expenditures reported after July 11, 2014. 

 
2) Two contributions are very confusing.  Transaction ID 1555159 (Attachment #1) appears 

to be a contribution from Alan Minton for $260.00.  However, in the description section 
it states “small contributions.”  This leads me to believe that Mr. Minton collected 
“small contributions” from several donors and reported them in his name.  Transaction 
ID 1555158 (Attachment #2) appears to be a contribution from Michael Nearman for 
$840.00.  In the description section it states “cash contributions, under $100”.  Again, 
are these contributions from others reported as being given by Mr. Nearman?  If so, I 
believe these would be contributions in a false name. 
 

3) On an email dated August 7, 2013, Mr. Nearman sent an invitation to an upcoming Polk 
County Republican Central Committee.  In the announcement, he mentions a “gun 
drawing” fundraiser and he offers tickets for sale.  I understand the committee raised 
approximately $2,000.00 on the raffle.  I do not see money from this raffle reported by 
the Polk County Republican Central Committee.  The email is included with this letter as 
Attachment #3. 
 

4) Attachment #4 includes several emails from Mr. Nearman sent to members of the Polk 
County Republican Central Committee in his capacity as party chair.  These emails were 
sent from his corporate email address Michael.nearman@fs.utc.com.  I do not see any 

mailto:Michael.nearman@fs.utc.com


in-kind contributions to the committee from Mr. Nearman’s employer for the use of the 
email system or the time he spent composing and sending them.  I also understand that 
as a military contractor Mr. Nearman’s employer, UTC, is bound be special rules when it 
comes to campaign contributions.   

 
Thank you for your attention to these matters and please let me know if you have any 
questions. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
 
 
Jonathan Thompson 
 
Attachments 
 



 
 
 

Attachment #1 
 

ORESTAR Transaction ID #1555159 
   



Oregon Secretary Of State

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/gotoPublicTransactionDetail.do?tranRsn=1555159[7/8/2014 8:30:19 PM]
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Elections Division 
255 Capitol St NE, Ste 501, Salem, OR 97310 
503.986.1518 or 1.866.673.VOTE 

July 8, 2014   (Version: v3.8.3)

Transaction Detail 
Polk County Republican Central Committee (338) 

Previous Transaction Next Transaction

Transaction Information  (Original)
Transaction ID : 1555159 Transaction Date : 09/22/2013

Transaction Type : Contribution Due Date : 10/22/2013 11:59:00 PM
Transaction Sub Type : Cash Contribution Filed Date : 09/22/2013 04:04:35 PM

Payment Method : Check :
Amount : $260.00 Aggregate : $260.00

Interest Rate : Repayment Schedule :
Description : Small contributions Exam Letter Date : 09/23/2013

Agent : Process Status : Complete
Payer of Personal Expenditure :

Purpose :
 
Address Book Information

Address Book Type : Individual  
Name : Alan Minton  

Address : 410 SE Hawthorne Ave Dallas
OR 97338

 

Occupation : Contractor  
Employer Name : Self Employed Occupation Letter Date : 09/22/2013

 
Other Information

Associations :
In-Kind/Independent Expenditures :

CoSigner Obligations :
 

Public Search

Committees/Filers by Name

Committees/Filers by Election

Committees by
Measure/Petition

Campaign Finance
Transactions

Campaign Finance
Certificates

Candidate Filings

Copyright 2006-2014 Oregon Secretary of State. All Rights Reserved. 
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Attachment #2 
 

ORESTAR Transaction ID #1555158 
 

   



Oregon Secretary Of State

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/gotoPublicTransactionDetail.do?tranRsn=1555158[7/8/2014 8:30:50 PM]
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Elections Division 
255 Capitol St NE, Ste 501, Salem, OR 97310 
503.986.1518 or 1.866.673.VOTE 

July 8, 2014   (Version: v3.8.3)

Transaction Detail 
Polk County Republican Central Committee (338) 

Previous Transaction Next Transaction

Transaction Information  (Original)
Transaction ID : 1555158 Transaction Date : 09/22/2013

Transaction Type : Contribution Due Date : 10/22/2013 11:59:00 PM
Transaction Sub Type : Cash Contribution Filed Date : 09/22/2013 04:01:33 PM

Payment Method : Check :
Amount : $840.00 Aggregate : $840.00

Interest Rate : Repayment Schedule :
Description : Cash contributions, under $100 Exam Letter Date : 09/23/2013

Agent : Process Status : Complete
Payer of Personal Expenditure :

Purpose :
 
Address Book Information

Address Book Type : Individual  
Name : Michael Nearman  

Address : 2570 Greenwood Rd S
Independence OR 97351

 

Occupation : Software Engineer  
Employer Name : Supra Products Salem Occupation Letter Date : 09/22/2013

 
Other Information

Associations :
In-Kind/Independent Expenditures :

CoSigner Obligations :
 

Public Search

Committees/Filers by Name

Committees/Filers by Election

Committees by
Measure/Petition

Campaign Finance
Transactions

Campaign Finance
Certificates

Candidate Filings
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Attachment #3 
 

Email on Gun Raffle 
   





 
 
 
 

Attachment #4 
 

Emails from Mr. Nearman 
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